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This Northern Mockingbird is now free, along with scores of 
other birds, mammals and reptiles raised and released over 
the past three months - See page 6 . Highlights:

We Love Our Freedom!.....
W hy band birds?..................
News and Notes....................
Maddie’s Day Job.................
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Letter from the Director

A n  E n c h a n te d  Sum m er

M y summer 
was memorable in 
that ir was the first 
in over a decade 
that I released baby 
birds from my back 
yard. One of the 
reasons I decided to 

do this was weather-related: the aviary mews 
were backed up with animals ready for release, 
but held back because of threats of locally 
heavy rains and hail. Tiny birds are no matches 
for our severe weather events until they’ve had 
some experience in small doses.

The primary reason I hadn’t released 
from home since before the Wildlife Center 
was founded is because in the home environ
ment, once birds are out and free, they’re out 
and free. There’s no guarantee they’ll return 
for food, or that you’ll be able to recapture 
them at dusk to put them back in a cage for 
the night.

After years of experience and observation, 
however, you can predict the behavior of 
mockingbirds, Blue Jays and robins pretty 
accurately. They stay very close for several weeks, 
and return for food often, or hang around the 
back porch until I appear. Around dusk, I start 
collecting them to go back into cages assuring 
safety during the overnight hours from 
predators or wet weather. Many of them seem 
relieved, and immediately tuck their heads into 
their feathers to go to sleep. After a few bites 
early the next morning, the cage door is opened 
and they leave without hesitation. If the chance 
of rain is high, they’re kept confined another 
day.

When the time for release comes it is 
always with mixed feelings -  this is what I 
prepare them for, but I can’t help getting 
attached to the fuzzy m ockingbird that 
suddenly transforms into a sleek and graceful 
adult, or the plump robin that cocks its head 
and makes a distinctive call at feeding time. 
Speaking of robins, this was the first year I 
ever released robins from home, and three of 
four rarely even stray from the backyard. One 
still waits on the bench by the back door if 
he’s ready for a handout. Sometimes a fledgling 
flies to land briefly on my head or shoulder, 
maybe just to say, “Hi - I missed you!”

The youngsters soon discover the joy of 
taking a bath at our fountain and getting a 
drink.I’ve also helped them zero in on our ripe 
grapes and one taste keeps them coming back 
for more. Pretty soon they’re able to pluck them 
off the vines themselves. They must also learn 
to recognize their natural foods, including live 
prey like crickets and mealworms; the mock
ingbirds get the hang of catching their own 
food the fastest. Soon the youngsters realize 
that unless they’re quick, the prey gets away or 
another bird snatches it.

The Northern Oriole I raised still returns 
daily for handouts weeks after release, and is 
the feistiest little bird I’ve ever seen. “Queenie” takes 
on birds much bigger than she is, and harrasses 
and chases my mockingbirds and Blue Jays. 
One day a robin got her mealworm, and she 
grabbed one of his wing feathers with her beak 
and yanked it several times showing her irritation. 
Another time she arrived for food the same time 
a robin did, and I happened to feed the robin 
first. She didn’t like taking second place, and 
actually jumped up on the robin’s back and 
proceeded to “kick” him with both feet -  twice! \ 
We’re hoping maybe she’ll come back next year, 
but I’m sure the neighborhood birds don’t! 
One of my jays from last year still returns to 
“his” feeder out front with the food he was 
raised on ... .and this year has a mate and at least 
one youngster. He never flies away,when I 
approach the window to say hello.

I feel very privileged to be such an intimate 
part of the birds’ private world as they “play,” 
squabble and learn new skills, and I love getting 
a glimpse into their world for a few months 
each year. Eventually they will all stop coming 
back for handouts, and that will be a sad day for 
me. It’s a delicate balance — you don’t make pets 
of the birds you raise — but constantly condition 
them for life on their on own. I’ll certainly miss 
walking outside and being greeted by all my 
feathered friends when they no longer fly up 
and cheep to greet me. On the other hand, I 
won’t miss getting up at 7 AM!
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Debbie Tennyson holds our resident 
opossum “Flossy” before her program at 

Open House

Debbie Tennyson has been the on-site 
manager of the Wildlife Center since November 
1993. It was a baby squirrel that was the catalyst 
for our meeting earlier that year. Her husband 
Rick worked for the Asplundh Tree Trimming 
Company. Rick took Debbie the baby squirrels 
that were in the nests in tree branches that were 
cut down over utility lines for power companies. 
Debbie called me when he brought her some 
“pinkie” squirrels, and she’d never raised any 
that tiny. Soon she was volunteering, and later 
asked me about moving into the house on the 
property. The first year was a BIG adjustment 
for the Tennysons with interruptions at all 
hours of the day and night. They quickly got 
used to having a game warden on the porch 
with an animal carrier, and strangers bringing 
animals and peering in their windows. Today, 
Debbie has a falconry permit, and loves the 
birds of prey. Who’d guess, but she is also 
quite an accomplished cake decorator too, 
malting beautiful cakes for weddings (including 
ours), birthdays, showers, and special occasions 
for our volunteers. Husband Rick had a heart 
transplant almost three years ago this October, 
and is doing well. Rick & Debbie have a 19 year- 
old son, Josh, and a yellow lab mix, “Tyler.” 
Thanks, Debbie, for all you do!

(My brother and his wife lived in Lubbock 
several years and helped at the Center. I was sad 
to see them relocate in November of 1992, but 
the following November, Debbie & Rick 
moved in - and now my brother and wife are 
back too!).............................................................Ed.

Join Us For
The Nature Of Art Event

by Beth Bartley

The Nature of Art benefit and exhibit is 
less than a month away and we’re excited about 
the possibilities for area artists to show their 
nature-rerlated work as well as adding a fam- 
ily-orinted entertainment event to Lubbock 
calendars. Nature of Art w ill be held at 
Lubbock’s beautiful Caprock Winery on the 
first weekend in October so plan on attend
ing, participating, or volunteering to help make 
this a successful fundraiser for the wildlife cen
ter. We were a little behind with preparations, 
so we’ve extended the deadline for entries to 
the 20th of September, so if you, or anyone 
you know, would dike to have a booth or be 
willing to volunteer some time, please contact 
Carol Lee at 745-8120 or Beth Bartley at 797- 
8285.

Welcome To Another New Veterinarian!

Welcome to Animal Medical Center’s 
newest addition to their veterinary staff. Dr. 
Kathy Crouch joins Drs. Larry Farley, Lane 
Preston, and Tim Polk in their busy practice. 
More on Dr. Crouch in our next issue.

Some Congratulations and Thanks

Volunteer Gail Barnes received her state 
wildlife rehabilitation permit in the mail Au
gust 18tli. August 28,Ter federal rehabilitation 
permit arrived. You can’t work with wild birds 
without both a state and federal permit, so 
Gail is on Cloud Nine, and will be raising and 
releasing Bam Owls from her home south of 
town. She’ll still volunteer at the Center, too.

Congratulations to Jayce Lowe who 
received the prestigious Eagle Scout Award 
July 31st. Jayce replaced a section of fence for 
us last.fall. Jayce was in Troop #505.

A special thank you to Steve Divine at 
KCBD-TV I relied on Steve’s expertise on 
several occasions to determine the best time 
for a few releases. One Golden-fronted 
Woodpecker might not have made it if  it 
weren’t for his advice. I was planning to return 
the woodpecker to the ranch in Post where 
he came from, but severe storms were 
predicted for that area. The bird was released 
a day later, and it was a perfect release, and in 
perfect weather! Thanks, Steve, for the help!

Animal Adoptions

JV Carter Bruening adopted “Percy” 
Above & Beyond Pet Care Hospital 

adopted “Fifi”
Christine & Calvin Carter adopted “Sierra” 
William & Lynn Michaels adopted “Ricky” 
Addison Downey adopted “Maddie” for 

Jackie Downey and “Ricky” for Char Downey 
Dr. James Goss and Dr. Maria Rivas 

adopted “Ricky” and “Bobby” for Sophie Rivas 
Dr. & Mrs. Joe Cordero adopted “Fifi” 

for Jeffrey, adopted “Louie” for Isabel

Gifts to Honor or 
Remember

Thanks to Terry & Sue Morrow for send
ing a gift in Honor of Sarah Daghistany’s birth
day!

Cynthia and Don Thurmon of Plainview 
gave a gift In Memory of Fraulein Edwards 
Green of Plainview. Acknowledgement was 
sent to Doug, Carla, Kimber, and Ryan 
Edwards of Plainview.

Due to the large number of acknowledg
ments in this issue during baby season, 
monthly donors are listed below, instead on 
page ten where they’re usually placed.

OUR MONTHLY 
BENEFACTORS:

Carre Avian
Joyce Lisenby Badger
Travis and Lisa Bruster
A.J. and Cindy Burkes, Denver City, TX
Barbara Davis, Rising Star, TX
Joyce Komkov
Davis Melton
Tom McLaughlin
William and Deanna Schwartze

THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR 
PAST AND PRESENT SUPPORT OF 

OUR EFFORTS FOR WILDLIFE!

Calendar Error:
Please note that if  you purchased an 

SPW RC 2004 calendar, the first days of 
October are incorrectly dated. October 1st is on 
a Friday, not a Wednesday. Hopefully no one 
will miss a meeting because of the error.

http://www.spwrc.org
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20 04 - O p e n  H o u se

I had the pleasure of seeing old friends 
and meeting new ones at our annual Open 
House Saturday, June 19t 1̂, as hundreds of 
visitors streamed in. Many of our permanent 
animals were on display, plus a few animals 
that were receiving care. This 3-hour window 
of time allows the public to see what goes on 
behind our gates and doors. Sick and recu
perating animals were in areas not accessible to the 
public, allowing our compromised animals to 
remain quiet. Debbie did a program about the 
history of the Wildlife Center, and about the 
things we do - rehabilitation and education.

At 1 PM, Brent Wilkins, volunteer with 
a General Falconers permit hosted an infor
mative program for dozens of visitors. Edu
cation intern Angie Redd talked about Peregrine 
Falcons as she showed off “Empress,” our 
resident Peregrine. Thanks to Debbie 
Tennyson, Gail Barnes, Brent & Angie Wilkins 
and the many other volunteers who prepared 
for the event weeks in advance. Thanks to Mark

We’ve G ot TREES!
We have eight trees remaining that can be 
purchased at $250.00 in Honor or Memory 
of a loved one, friend, or pet. Carol Lee 
purchased a tree in Memory of her parents, 
M ary Estelle Carter Reichard and Charles 

W illiam Reichard, Jr. 
and Rob Lee purchased

f one in Memory of his 
dad, Robert C. Lee, Sr.

A tree was also 
planted in Memory of 
Dr. Phil Zwank who 
passed away in the fall 

of 2002. A Desert Willow is planted by our 
large mammal enclosures in M em ory of 
Michael Gill Davies. The trees we selected in
cluded three Red Oaks, five Bald Cypress trees, 
and two Cedar Elms - all are native trees. 
Commemorative plaques will be placed by 
each tree in the future.

Volunteer and falconer Brent Wilkins does a 
falconry presentation with his bird “Lakota.”

Debbie Tennyson and “Flossy,” our resident 
opossum do a program about the history 

and mission of the Center

& Janet Wallace, Leanna Smith, Gad Perry, Jerrie 
Rodgers, and to Ray & Karen Nitzschke for 
helping with preparations or acting as hosts.

The annual event showcased our recently 
outdoor amphitheater - the Ann Bowman Lee 
Outdoor Learning Center - and our beautiful 
new pond and adjacent flagstone walkway. 
Thanks to Tom & Jerry Boudreau and helpers, 
and Steve Teeters for completing the project 
before June 19th! Thanks also to South Indiana 
Baptist Church for allowing us to use their 
parking lot. Our 2004 Open House raised 
$2 ,141.98! Thanks to Joe Gulick of the 
Lubbock Avalanche-Journal for the great 
Editorial the day of our event.

Elderly visitor gets an escort around the 
grounds in our City Bank golf cart.

Visitors had the opportunity meet vol
unteers, ask questions, and see our education 
birds and mammals up close. We hope the 
event increased peoples’ respect and aware
ness for birds of prey and other native wild
life species, all an integral part of the West 
Texas landscape that share our space.

. We’ve got Kingbirds! I raised fifty this 
year, plus eight Scissortail Flycathers

“Percy” the Pelican takes a dip in 
his pool - the “big” pond is off-limits, 

much to his chagrin!

A gift for a friend or loved one of The 
Mockingbird Chronicles makes a great birthday 
or holiday gift, and is tax-deductible.

http://www.spwrc.o


w w w . s p w r c . o r g T h e  M o c k i n g b i r d  C h r o n i c l e s 5

Education intern Angie Redd relaxes by 
the pond with a Red-tailed Hawk she 

worked with over the summer.

The JV ’s donated 1001 hours, and Sarah 
Wallace had the most hours with 138 hours of 
service. We had a reception for our great young 
people at our new outdoor amphitheater. 
Thanks to Ray Nitzschke for making certifi
cates, to Gail Barnes and Peggy Mulcahy for 
their help with supervision this year. Special 
thanks to our great Juniors!

Sarah Wallace holds her Certificate of 
Appreciation

A d o p t io n s
Vickie Craig adopted “Ricky” for her dad, 

Franklin Cobb of Tyler, TX, for Father’s Day.
Dr. and Mrs. Joe Cordero adopted “Fifi” 

for Jeffrey, and “Louie” for daughter Isabel.
Dr. James Goss & Dr. M aria Rivas 

adopted “Ricky” and “Bobby” for Sophie 
Rivas.

Our Jr. Volunteer Carter Bruening 
adopted “Percy.”

Addison Downey adopted “Maddie” for 
Jackie Downey, and “Ricky” for Char Downey.

Lyn and W illiam  Michaels adopted 
“Ricky”

Mary Carter sent a generous check for her 
“adopted son” “Ricky” and his friends. Her 
son and daughter in law adopted Ricky for her 
for Mother’s Day.

Calvin & Christine Carter of Abernathy, 
TX adopted “Sierra”

The Wildlife Center was proud to be one 
of the stops on Lubbock’s annual “Pond 
Tour” this year. Despite a chilly, drizzly 
start, the sun broke through and 485 

people visited our big backyard!

O u r new pond is a 
magnet fo r  wildlife!

Black and white photos do not our 
beautiful new pond justice. Recent rains 

were a godsend, and our plants and 
flowers are every color of the rainbow! A 

close-up of some of our flowers in 
bloom, below.

B ye  T o  O u r  J u n io r  
V o lu n te e rs !

Danielle Becton 
Geoffrey Brown 
Carter Bruening 
Kagan Cunningham 
Kelsey Frye 
Aidan Gordon 
Kate Grimes 
W ill Heilman 
Heather Hightower 
Brooke Hirachita 
Matt Hirachita

Shay Hlavaty 
Nicholas Isett
Kenzie Martin
James Molett 
Kellie Mulcahy 

Terryn Parsons 
Lynn Ransdell 
Megan Reeves 
Ryan Romero 
Clayton Ruland 
Sarah Vaughn 
Donnie Waldrip 
Boone Waldrip 
Sarah Wallace
Beau Wheeler
Hayley Williams 
Carli Zahn
Cory Zahn

http://www.spwrc.org
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Our Hummingbird - the day of release! 
He recuperated from a wing injury in a 

large mesh enclosure, outdoors.

During this spring and summer we’ve 
realeased many hundreds of animals, doing 
our best to prepare them for life on their own. 
The transition to independence is a gradual one, 
as each animal hones its skills.

Some animals are released from the W ild
life Center property, while others are taken to 
suitable habitat elsewhere. We appreciate the 
private landowners who help us!

“I think can fly!” Juvenile Robin 
stretches his wings in outdoor aviary

Feed us! Two young mockingbirds hang out 
in my bird feeder

It was a privilege to raise my first Yellow
billed Cuckoo this summer - he was successfully 
released, too!

The Female Northern Oriole back to the 
picnic table for a bite

Young birds and mammals hang around for 
varying periods of time. Mockingbirds, jays 
and robins for a month or more - some stay all 
summer or longer. Back up food is available.

Released squirrel masters the art of 
getting into bird feeders

Out for over a month, the oriole (below) 
still returns daily for food, at least as this goes 
to press. She chases my other releasees through 
the trees, and no one interrupts her while she’s 
having a bite. It’s the first Northern Oriole I 
ever raised, and she’s been a delight. With her 
attitude, she’ll go far. Maybe when she returns 
in the spring, I’ll be lucky enough to catch a 
glimpse of her once again.

Young Blue Jay sunning on bench
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Always A  L o t Going O n

W hat Happens Next? Blue Jays  
May Help Us Find Out

by Dr. C lint Boal
So, you dropped off that baby bird at the 

Wildlife Rehabilitation Center. As you drive 
away, you wonder, “What happens next?” First, 
dedicated volunteers do their best to take care 
of your admission. This includes regular hand 
feedings throughout daylight hours as the 
young bird grows. Then the time comes when 
it’s ready to start learning to fly, feed itself, and 
eventually become self reliant and able to care 
for itself. To help these birds make this impor
tant transition to independence, the staff at 
the Center does what is called a “soft release.” 
Basically, birds are housed in the outdoor aviary 
where they can learn to fly about and gain 
strength. When they’re old enough, the aviary 
hatches are opened up so they can come and go 
at will during the day. Eventually they head out

to make their own way in the world. This 
is the objective of the Wildlife Center. Regard
less of what lead to the animal being admitted 
to the Wildlife Center, the goal is to care for it 
until it can be returned to the wild.

Okay, but what happens once it is released? 
For the most part, we don’t know. Answers re
quire marking or radio tracking individuals to 
determine where and how far they travel, how 
successful they are at surviving and eventually,

reproducing. Funds for this research are lack
ing, but we may be able to address these ques
tions sim ply by gaining public interest and 
participation. This is just what we’re trying to 
do with a new project at the Wildlife Center .

Starting June 2004 ,1 started banding nest
ling Blue Jays. The goal is to develop an under
standing of their post-release survival and 
dispersal across Lubbock. Blue Jays are in many 
ways an ideal bird for this study because they 
are easily identified. Also, they frequent back 
yards and bird feeders. Third, they have rela
tively long, black legs, and it’s easy to see the 
sm all sh iny silver band we put on them. 
Fourth, Blue Jays almost always announce their 
presence compared to many birds that are gen
erally quiet and secretive. If you observe a Blue 
Jay with a silver band, we ask you to call the 
Wildlife Center at (806) 799-2142 and leave a 
message stating your name, location, and the 
date you saw the banded jay. If we gain enough 
public participation, we may start color-band
ing jays so we can more easily identify individu
als. We’re already off go a good start, and started 
getting information on jays released in June. 
Sadly, several banded jays perished after a sud
den heavy unexpected rainstorm during the 
night, but on a lighter note, one of our banded 
jays flew almost 5 miles over a two-day period 
and was found at . 19th and Slide Roads.

—-----Dr. Clint Boal is an Assistant Profes
sor with the Texas Cooperative Fish and Wild
life Research Unit at Texas Tech University, and 
on the advisory staff of the Wildlife Center. 
He’s also banded some of our Mississippi kites 
and American Kestrels.....Ed.

T h e First Annual Prairie Festival was held 
August 21st, hosted by the Llano Estacado 
Audubon Society. It was a huge success, with 
about 700 visitors attending. The Wildlife Cen
ter had a table, and was proud to be a sponsor. 
Congratulations to Jill Haukos and Ellen . 
McBride for all their hard work; also to our 
volunteers who helped during the event. Sev
eral of our education birds were also on hand 
to greet visitors.

Thorn’s Update: Making An 
Impression

On July 2nd, Kent Phillips from the Lub
bock Artificial Limb & Brace Ltd., and his as
sistants donated their tim e to make an 
impression for a plaster cast and brace for our 
Golden Eagle, “Thorn” who met a porcupine 
last November. We used an eagle whose feet 
are aligned correctly to make the impressions, 
putting a tennis ball on the bottom of each 
foot and held in place by the bird’s talons. Next, 
each foot was placed in a solution that gels 
quickly, the same way dental impressions are 
made. Thorn won’t be releasable, but we hope 
to give him the chance to be able to stand and 
perch normally. Stay tuned for an update.

Dr. Kent Phillips, left, working on Thorn

On September 1st, Thorn was put into our 
large flight cage. Big bandages and all, he was 
able to perch, enjoy fresh air, sunshine, and fly 
around! CNN picked up his story July 17th!

I have two pairs of albino domestic doves 
and also an adult Ring-necked dove who is 
missing an eye. All five birds need good 
homes. They eat high quality birdseed, grit 
and water. None of theses birds would fare 
well in the wild, and would face a high risk 
of predation. The white doves paired off, 
and must remain togther. Cages not in
cluded. Call Carol Lee at (806) 745-8120. 
These birds are not protected by law.

http://www.spwrc
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NEWS a n d  N O T E S !

• Dr. Jim and Mrs. Dee Moyes donated 
$250.00 toward the foundry cost for the bronze 
eagle being donated by artist Jim Eppler. It 
will be incorporated into the outdoor amphi
theater area. It’s finished as of September 2nd!

• Thanks to Sam Hambright who meets 
new volunteers for the first time to show them 
around the Wildlife Center before they attend 
their first orientation.

• Dr. Julie Thomas and area teachers par
ticipating in the Environmental Science Work
shop visited the W ildlife Center again this 
summer June 9CK

• Thanks to Marla Carver who gave a 
$30.00 donation in honor of our great handy
man, Evereft Herman.

• The South Plains Balloon Club is do
nating a portion of their proceeds to the W ild
life Center, and we are sincerely appreciative!

• The Wildlife Center participated in “Hid
den Lubbock” September 9th -  this was a tour 
of places in Lubbock that some residents may 
not be aware of. Thanks to Jo Moore for help
ing coordinate this event.

• Avalanche Journal writer Danette Baker 
did a feature story on two of our Junior Volun
teers, Sarah Wallace and Terryn Parsons.

• In June, Movies 16 in Lubbock hosted 
a fundraising opportunity for the Wildlife Cen
ter. Their display was for the new movie, “Two 
Brothers,” about two lion cubs. They offered a 
movie pass, poster and gift certificate from 
Candy Creations for a $20.00 donation. Vol
unteers Barbara Wilson, Beth Bardey and Jerrie 
Rodgers talked with visitors at our table. 
Thanks, Movies 16, Nancy Owens, and Man
ager Ms. Garza for offering this opportunity.

• Gail Barnes attended a sixty hour work
shop on the Rehabilitation of Insectivorous 
Bats, held at the Bat World Sanctuary in M in
eral Wells, Texas. Gail brought back a captive 
colony of non-releasable Mexican Free-tailed 
bats to use for education. Each of the nine 
bats have to be syringe-fed twice a day until 
they can eat on their own.

• A crew from Uzbekistan will visit the 
Wildlife Center on Thursday September 30th 
at 10AM. This is part of a project through the 
State Department in Washington, D.C. and 
we’re looking forward to meeting Michael 
Poulson and his crew. They’ll be making an 
educational film for students abroad.

W H ERE A R E  TH E Y  N O W ?

Nathanael Lichti was one of my very 
first volunteers in early 1990. Recently I vis
ited with his mother, Dr. Esther Lichti, Co
ordinator for Texas Tech University Women’s 
Studies, to see what her son has been up to. 
Nathan volunteered after his freshman year 
at Reed College in Pordand, Oregon. All stu
dents there are required to complete an un
dergraduate thesis, and N ate’s was on 
environmental effects on sexual selection in 
a field cricket species. He later worked as a vet 
tech and for an environmental research firm. 
Eventually Nate decided to return to school 
and is working on his master’s degree at Port
land State for about three years, studying the 
effects of regional urbanization on remnant 
fragments of native forest in the Portland 
metropolitan area. Nate writes, “Cities are 
expected to grow by 79% in the next 50 years. 
As a result of the habitat loss and fragmenta
tion caused by sprawl, urbanization has 
become a leading cause of species endanger- 
ment and extinction in the U.S.” This, of 
course, includes both plant and animal spe
cies. Nate was accepted at Purdue University 
to pursue his Ph.D. work with the Depart
ment of Forestry & Natural Resources. He 
thinks his work there may involve interac
tion of squirrels, blue jays, and oak trees in 
midwestern oak-hickory forests fragmented 
by agriculture; because almost everything in 
this system depends on acorns for food, and 
oaks depend on jays and squirrels for dis
persal, there’s a real opportunity to study the 
effects of human activities on ecological feed
back mechanisms. Nathanael also recently 
became engaged. We congratulate Nate on 
his many successes and wish him well!

Former volunteer Colin McRoberts re
cently graduated from Harvard Law School. 
After graduation, Colin moved to Chicago, 
and is presendy employed by the U.S. De
partment of Justice in the 7th Court of Ap
peals there.

Congratulations to monthly benefactor 
Carre Avian on her retirement from the State 
Comptroller’s Office! Back in our very early 
days, Carre was also a weekend volunteer.

L in d i G e ts  M a rr ie d !
Congratulations to volunteer Lindi Van 

Heukelon on her marriage to Joel Butler June 
26th. It was a lovely outdoor ceremony, with 
Lindi’s step-dad Jerry officiating. Lindi had a 
photo shoot

Lindi with our Barred Owl, above, and Mardi, 
our Red-tailed Hawk, below

W ish L is t
Long handled skimmer for our pond, 

monthly benefactors, good quality bird seed, 
unslated nuts/pecans in or out of the shell, tis
sues, gift certificates from Animal Medical Cen
ter, Lowe’s or United Grocery, office supply stores, 
Home Depot or Lowe’s Home Improvement. 
We always need pet carriers, cages, paper goods. 
If you bring items to o.ur Animal Drop-Off 
building, please leave your name on a purple slip 
there so we can thank and acknowledge you!

Sa ve  Y o u r  S t u f f !
...For the Sierra Thrift store is located at 

211 Broadway. Call 765-7887 for information. 
Pick up available.

http://www.spwrc.org
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Maddie’s A Mom!
During the summer, Maddie, our Ameri

can Kestrel goes back to her day job - raising 
little kestrel chicks. She’s a wonderful surrogate

E d u c a tio n  P ro g ra m s

Dr. Jeanette Lubenau’s Above and 
Beyond Pet Care Hospital opened 

January 13, 2004. We sincerely appreciate 
her help, as well as our vets 
at Animal Medical Center!

T hank you  to: Dr. & Mrs. Robert 
Broselow for several large cages'; Dr. George & 
Mrs. Pat Jury; Darwin Biswell and Justin Towle, 
(cages); Dr. Gad Periy & Kate LeVering for apri
cots; George Morris (fruit); Sandy Owens 
(gloves), W illie Haragan for administrative 
help; Pat & Jim Harris; Leanna Smith (crickets); 
Bebe & Art McCasland and Melody Gambrell, 
Big Spring; Paul Beach; Dr. Mike Hooper; Don 
& Jordan Carrol, Amarillo, (raptor perch); Bill 
Van Pelt, Washington, D.C.; Cookie Noland; 
Leesa Kalmes, Jim  & Sandra Crawford 
(Floydada, TX); Dr. Suman Ahuja and Dr. 
C heryl Weber. Thanks also to Debbie 
Tennyson, volunteers, veterinarians and Board 
members. To Gene & Deb Ortiz for donating 
our web page; Bluebonnet Feed; Fred Crowell; 
Pam Hewett; Jay Reichard & Shirley Ryle; Robin 
Adams Paries; James Leatherwood;' Rev. Fred 
Baker; Marjie Jakobsmeister; Mitchel Putman; 
Sharon & Cary Kingston; Joe Langston; Pat 
Christensen; Dr. David & Lewrie Close; 
United’s Produce Department; Sean Durrett, 
Donna Mattison; Lubbock Insurance Associa
tion; Larry Barnes; Ray & Karen Nitzschke; 
Thank you for discounts from Steve Teeters, 
Tom Boudreau, The Pet Company, Ryan 
Blakely (Walter’s World of Pets). Thanks to 
Roberta Davis ofThe Garden Patch for donat
ing water lillies for our pond, and to Kathy 
Phillips, M arla Riddlespurger and Angie 
Wilkins for relieving me for three breaks.

Note : If your donation arrived after August 
31st, it will be acknowledged in our next issue 
(December 2004). It takes 3-4 for the publish
ing, labeling and delivery process.

By September 3, when this when this is
sue went to press, 1750 animals have been ad
mitted and cared for. Even though there are 
few baby birds anymore, (four downy baby 
Barn Swallows arrived September 1st, however) 
there are still a lot of baby mammals being 
admitted.

Here she’s about to offer a bite, or 
maybe It’s a goodnight kiss!

Birds have their love-and-mating song; 
Their warning cry, their hating song..
Some have a night song, some a day song,
A lilt, a tilt, a come-what-may song;
Birds have their careless bough and teeter 

’ song:
And, of course, their Roger Tory Peter song.

—E. B. White
From “A Listener’s Guide to the Birds,” The 
New Yorker, 1959

E.B White also wrote the delightful 
Maddie and her little ones in aviary children’s book, “Charlotte’s Web.”......... Ed.

as you can see by the pictures below. She keeps 
the nestlings warm, and tears tiny bits of meat 
as she feeds each one in turn. In her off season, 
she goes back to her role as a wildlife ambassa
dor, going with volunteers to area programs.

Rob Lee holds “Jasper,” our Barn Owl for 
a talk for about 20 attendees of the Texas 
Environmental Health Association, West 

Texas Chapter

Fewer programs are done during spring 
and summer because of our heavy workload 
in baby season. Debbie Tennyson also did her 
annual program for the Lubbock Lions Club 
June 15 th.

http://www.spwrc.org


10 T h e  M o c k i n g b i r d  C h r o n i c l e s  w w w . s p w r c . o r g

M  I  | M  |pfc M  f  Thanks to everyone who supports our efforts. We appreciate every
® ® W W ■ « ■  penny, and be assured that it goes directly to the treatment, care

and housing of the wild animals entrusted' to us.

Jack &  Nell WrightSee our list of Monthly Benefactors on 
Page 3; also we regret that we neglected to men
tion a $50.00' gift from Morrie & Pat Hartman 
in our previous issue!

$500.00
Barbara &T.D. Birge, Shallowater, TX

$400.00
Gary & Linda Stewart

$300.00
Frank and Trell Herrera, Fort Stockton, TX

$200.00
Janie & Sonny Flores 
Margaret Gates, Artesia, NM 
Dr. Hakam Kayasseh 
Pam Hufstedler
Edward Lansirig, San Benito, TX 
Bebe & Art McCasland, Big Spring 
Michael & Barbara Stephens, “Love Gift”

$100.00 - $150.00
Sybil Eberhart, Midland, TX 
Jack Henshall
Dr. George & Mrs. Pat Jury
Mozella & Donald Tew
John and Mary Gillas
Dr. Addison Gradel
Louise McAuley, Lamesa, TX
Charles & Peggy Swift
$30.00 - 50.00
Jim and Delanie Andrews
M.S. Bums, for Mary Schneider
Bruce & Jane Callender
Mary Carter — for “Ricky” & his friends
Vickie and John Craig
Diamond Jumper Ranch
Mrs. Gary Edson
Janie & Glenn Forister
Rolf Gordhamer
Danny & Maggie Hancock
Morrie & Pat Hartman, (2nd Gift)
Dr. & Mrs. Lynn Hatfield
Ronnie & Mary Hawthorne, Canyon, TX
Gordon Huff
J. Bruce & Pamela Kennedy 
Maggie Nolan 
L. Gay Payne 
Nancy Reed

Dr. Mark & Debra Scioli 
Sali Tabor 
Trish Therwanger 
Betty & Steven Warring 
Faith Williams 
Tim Williams
Kathy & Frank Wynne, Crestwood, KS

$25.00 -  $ 30.00
John & M ary Jan Beakley 
Herb & Kathy Boatwright 
Joe & Linda Boerner 
Diana Clark, Wolfforth, TX 
Bryce Crittenden 
Melanie & Gary Davis 
Marilyn Dikes 
Linda & Bryan Dunn 
Mike & Amy Elliott 
Diana Gray
S.D. & Dorothy Hanesworth, Matador
John &.Judy Hart
Howard & Phyllis Hastings II
Mr. & Mrs.Robert Haynes
R.J. Henry
Kaye Horchler, Midland, TX
Rosie & Harold Hurd
Marin & Dr. April Davis-Hernandez
Tina McDermott
Timothy McDermott
Richard & Lois Kroeker, Levelland
Lanau Limmer
Pam Matthews
Barbara & Herb Miller
Hal Moore
Ruth Mynatt & Rosslyn Smith 
Maggie Nolan 
L. Wallace Padgett 
Bill & Judy Pesetski 
Jennifer Piel
Bill & Charlotte Ramsey
Christy & Keith Robertson, Abernathy,
Rusty Rogers
Gina & Chan Roongsritong

Shelly &  Aaron Ross, Seattle, WA
Dwight & Gwen Sanders
Bernard Staponavich
JoAnna Swindoll
Bob & Vicky Tate
Faith Williams
Paula & Rick Womack

$20.00
Dr. Suman Ahuja
Mika Bird & Aubrey Stockman
Cindy Brown
Carol Brownlow
Judy Bullard
G.D. &  Mary Ann Butler 
Bruce Chamblin 
Wynette Choate, Levelland 
Carolyn Crowson
Lawrence & Kristina Ertner, Shallowater, 
Tony Frye
Dan & Margaret Gafford 
Mike & Sandy Gallagher 
Steve & Lori Gibler 
Dave Hageman 
Karen Haggard 
William Harris
Bobby & Sherry Henson, Smyer, TX

Melissa Hoopman
Holle Humphries & Tai Kreidler
Bob Johnson
Irene & Kevin Kandik
Annette Knight
Chris Lair, Wolfforth
Bill Lynch
Diana McClendon
Maggie Nolan
Valerie Pelham
Carol Perez
Raymond & Lenora Randerson
Laura Ramierez
Howard & Glenda Reynolds
Silda Santos
Cynthia Starkey
Shirley Stevens
Mark Webb & Virginia Downs 
Barbara Werden 
Marcia & David Wester 
Joe & Dr. Brenda Wilbanks

A special thank you to PetsMart and Mr. 
Tom Tipps, Manager, for supplies, and to 

NTS communications

If I inadvertently om itted your name, I 
apologize. If you’ll notify me, it will be in our 
December issue! spwrc@cox.net

http://www.spwrc.org
mailto:spwrc@cox.net
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Sierra
Golden Eagle 

$50

Each photo on this page is of one of our non-releasable animals. Adopting (sponsoring) one 
of these birds or mammals is a wonderful way to surprise a friend or loved one for a birthday, 
anniversary, Christmas or special occasion, and your gift will help wildlife at the same time. Your 
donation is also tax-deductible, and a contribution or adoption of $20.00 or more includes a 
one-year subscription to our quarterly 12- page newsletter, The Mockingbird Chronicles. Sponsors 
receive a full color Adoption Certificate with a picture of the animal you are adopting, a profile of 
that species, and a biography of the animal you choose explaining why it came to the Wildlife 
Center. The Wildlife Center is 100% volunteer and your gift is directly supporting the wildlife in 
our care. Thank you for helping us help them.

Jasper
Common Barn Owl

Festus
T urkey Vulture

F ifi Ricky Maddie
Striped S kunk A lbino Raccoon A merican Kestrel

$35 $30 $30 $35 $30

Percy
A merican W hite

Mardigan
Red-tailed Hawk 

$30

Louie
Eastern Screech Owl 

$25

□  Total amount enclosed $_

O r g a n iz a t io n 'o r  G r o u p - □  Membership amount $ 

n  Adoption of
A d d r e s s

Amount $
C i t y , S t a t e , Z ip P h o n e □  Adoption of

Membership levels: ♦  Millennium Member $5000 ♦  Life Member $1000 ♦  Benefactor $500 ♦  Patron $100 ♦  Supporting Member $50 ♦
♦  Organization or Group $30 ♦  Family Membership $25 ♦  Individual Membership $20 ♦

□  Gift □  Gift in memory of _

□  Membership amount $_

□  Adoption o f___________
V

□  Adoption o f___________

Amount $_ 

Amount $_

□  Gift □  Gift in memory of _

□  Membership amount $_

□  Adoption o f___________

□  Adoption o f___________

Amount $_ 

Amount $_

Please acknowledge to (Name) _ 

(Addr) ______________________

Please acknowledge to (Nam e). 

(Addr)_______________________

Please make checks payable to SPWRC ♦  Send to: SPWRC ♦  c/o Carol Mitchell ♦  3101 77th St. ♦  Lubbock, TX 79423 ♦Thank you ♦

http://www.spwrc
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