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Peregrine Falcon

Over the years, the Wildlife Center has had numerous 
species of raptors, and just about everything indigenous 
to this area save for one: the Peregrine falcon. She 
arrived on a September day from Garza County after a farmer 

found her sitting in his field. (We assume it is a female because of 
her size; in raptors, the female of the species is usually the larger 
and heavier sex). Our manager, Debbie Tennyson, knew at once 
she was not an “ordinary” raptor, and aside from that, falcons have 
their own distinguishing features. Debbie also knew she was not 
a Prairie falcon, a similar species we occasionally admit. This bird 
was taken for evaluation to Animal Medical Center, where it was 
determined following X-rays that she had two injuries in the right 
wing: one at the shoulder where there was already calcification, 
and a fracture at the bird’s “wrist” as well. While we continue to 
work with her, it remains uncertain whether she will fly free again 
or not. We will request permission to retain her for education if 
she proves to be a non-releasable bird.

SPECIES PROFILE
Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus)

The Peregrine falcon is a crow-sized bird, with a wingspan 
of about 42 inches and weighing about 2 pounds. There 
are at least 17 subspecies of this falcon worldwide, and 3 
occur in North America. Two subspecies of this falcon occur in

Texas: the American peregrine and the Arctic peregrine. The 
American peregrine nests in the Big Bend and the mountain 
ranges of Texas. The Arctic peregrine nests in the far north 
regions of the arctic, Canada and Greenland, and migrates through 
Texas twice each year to and from their wintering grounds in 
South America. The word peregrine means wanderer. Peregrine 
falcons have long been the favored birds of falconers since they 
exhibit a gentle temperament and adapt well to captivity. Peregrine 
falcons are specialized aerial hunters, taking primarily small to 
medium birds of all types, and almost invariably in midair. They 
prefer to hunt in open areas where their prey is susceptible to high 
speed pursuit in the form of a direct chase. They also frequent 
urban areas where pigeons are abundant. An adult bird daily 
consumes the equivalent of two blackbirds. In captivity, this 
species will eat rodents as well as birds. Both sexes look alike. 
Nesting peregrines establish a territory of one to two miles in 
diameter, which is vigorously defended against other raptors. This 
behavior restricts the numbers of pairs that can occur in a given 
area. Once a bird finds the proper mate, it tends to be 
monogamous and mate for life. The birds first form a relationship 
(pair bond), marked by courtship flights and the male presents 
food to the female. Mating occurs in early spring -usually March. 
The female lays a clutch of three to five eggs in a shallow 
depression. In west Texas, Peregrines may nest on cliffs; females 
share incubation responsibility with their mate for 31 days. When 
the young hatch, they weigh two ounces, have a coat of fluffy 
white down, and are about the size of baby chicks. The down is 
replaced by feathers in 3-5 weeks. Juveniles fledge (leave the nest) 
around 45 days of age and are able to hunt for themselves in about 
four weeks. Mortality in the perilous first year of life is about 
60%; after that, it drops to approximately 20% . A bird may live 
12 to 17 years. Peregrines, once relatively plentiful in the United 
States, later came to symbolize the potential for disaster as humans 
introduced the pesticide DDT; the decline of this species coincided 
with its introduction in 1947. During the 1950s, these birds began 
disappearing from their natural habitats. Raptors, at the top of the 
food chain, ingested relatively high levels of DDT when they fed 
on other birds that had consumed poisoned insects, resulting in 
eggs with shells too thin to withstand incubation. By 1965, 
breeding Peregrines had disappeared east of the Great Plains, and 
only a handful remained in the Rocky Mountains. In the mid-to 
late-70's Peregrine populations dropped to an all time low of only 
19 known pairs. In 1972, DDT was banned in the US, and this 
marked the beginning of recovery for the Peregrine. Since 1977 
over 2,700 captive produced peregrines have been released into 
the wild in strategically concentrated groups by ‘The Peregrine 
Fund’ and others. At the presenttime the known population in the 
western U.S. totals over 800 pairs. In the Rocky Mountains, 
California, and parts of the Pacific Northwest the incredible re
population can be attributed to the release program, while 
populations in Arizona and southern Utah have recovered 
naturally. This species is on the “Endangered Species List” in
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Texas, and has recently been down-listed from Endangered to 
Threatened by the United States Fish & Wildlife Service.

BfiBY ROBIN

This isn’t exactly “wildlife” news, but I am delighted to 
report that my daughter Kim and her husband Stephen 
Davies are the proud parents of my first grandchild. Her 
name is Robin Madison Davies, and she was bom Friday, August 

15th at 9:11 PM weighing in at 7 lbs. 1 oz. I did get a few days’ 
rest and respite when Debbie kindly took over my bird-feeding 
duties for a few days so that I could visit the three of them in 
Austin. Steve’s parents are Dr. and Mrs. Donald Davies, of 
Lubbock.

Cetter from the Director

Looking ahead. . . .
In 1988, I saw a need in our 
community and sought to 
fulfill it. I believe we all 
have an obligation to 
indigenous wildlife, and I 
wanted to do my part. As 
1998 draws near, our center 
approaches its tenth year of 
rehabilitation and education. 
However, I look at the 
growth of our organization 
ten years later, and wonder 
how we can continue to meet 
the ever increasing demand 

of the creatures who appear for care, and how we can extend our 
resources of time, energy and funds. Already so much effort and 
financial resources (unselfishly given by many, many people) 
have gone in to making the center into what it is today. 
Nonetheless, we still have a long way to go. We are overcrowded. 
We are overworked, and understaffed in the summer months. I 
need not mention we are also not funded. We need a new facility 
on the property -  adequate space for initial care, treatments, 
examinations, a volunteer work area, cage and incubator space for 
wildlife youngsters, a larger kitchen for food preparation, a 
laundry area, a classroom for field trips and workshops, and some 
office space. We now have an excellent and diverse group of 
board members who will share the responsibility to help the center 
grow in an increasingly effective and positive way. These 
individuals will also help determine the future of the wildlife 
center, and decide the direction of important issues. I will continue 
as the unpaid executive director, and will oversee the day-to-day 
activities and administrativeduties as 1 have in the past. 1997 has 
been the busiest and most difficultyet. Our years’ census will only 
be known December 31st, but it will be several hundred admissions 
over last year. We still had baby doves and an infant opossum in 
mid-November. Squirrel youngsters will arrive in every month 
except perhaps December and January. Each year “baby season” 
is longer and longer, while the ‘respite’ interval grows shorter and

shorter. By the time the last baby bird and mammal are released 
and on their own, we realize just how many things in our lives we 
have “let slide” in favor of wildlife care. It is amazing in itself that 
Debbie and I have not “burned out” -  a rather common occurrence 
among rehabilitators.Few stay with it for extended periods, as the 
365 days-a-yearwork is all too encompassing.To quote one of my 
first volunteers, “It has no end.” Of course this is our decision, and 
those enchanting moments when an animal is released is one of 
many wonderful things that keep us going. As school begins, it is 
time to resume our educational programs; in October, scores of 
records (wildlife, educational, financial) must be caught up, the 
holidays loom and the raptors start pouring in. I know we can find 
the direction and advice we need from our Board. Deciding the 
baby bird issue is a priority -  that is, whether we will continue to 
accept the time-consuming infants and fledglings or not. And, we 
can only accept them in 1998 if we have the manpower to feed the 
constant stream approximately every half hour 15 hours a day for 
six months. This is the responsibility I have undertaken for the 
past decade, and I can no longer carry out this task by myself. 
Because of lack of space at the center, these youngsters are raised 
in incubators and cages in my home until they ‘graduate’ to the 
Center’s aviary building. Their constant need to be fed precludes 
getting anything of substance accomplished, and by mid-June 
when ‘the season’ is only half over, I may be feeding 100 or more 
two to three times each hour-from the first thing in the morning, 
until the last thing at night.

Another big consideration is that finders of these youngsters are 
also the source o f nearly all o f our summer donations. When we 
need help the most, spring and summer are the seasons we have 
the fewest volunteers, primarily because our Tech students go 
home, or seek employment. And while birds are arriving, baby 
mammals are coming simultaneouslyby the dozens to the Center. 
(Ten or more baby birds can be fed in the time it takes to feed one 
mammal). Raptor chicks are also admitted at the Center. The 
dilemma continues! We welcome input and suggestions from our 
readers; please feel free to contact me at 745-8120, or at 
spwrc@hub.ofthe.net. On behalf of myself, our wonderful 
volunteers, and the wildlife we care for, we sincerely thank each 
of you for caring, acknowledging and supporting us in the 
education and rehabilitation work we do, and have done for the 

pas,,enyears'

Since time and funds precluded us from putting out an 
additional newsletter in 1997, the current issue has been 
expanded. We will continue to strive to put out an extra 
issue in 1998. We hope you will continue to find the 
information interesting and helpful. We hope you will 
renew your membership as it comes due. Hopefully in 
the future, we can add an “expiration” date to the mailing 
label. Thank you to all our members for your continued 
support. -Ed.

mailto:spwrc@hub.ofthe.net
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OWL (JPDfiTE

As most of you know, we lost eight Bam owls and a Great 
homed owl very suddenly during July. The only 
common denominator was that all the birds that died 
were owls. We considered botulism or toxicity from pesticide or 

other poisoning. Several necropsies were done at Texas A & M; 
the individuals there felt they died as a result of organophosphate 
poisoning. However, the antidote for that problem is the drug 
atropine, and when a sick owl turned up a week later, 
administration of this drug was to no avail and the owl died. Other 
carcasses were sent by Rob Lee to the Wildlife Health Lab in 
Madison, Wl. They did much more extensive testing and felt the 
cause was botulism-perhapsfrom tainted chicken. Both groups felt 
the evidence was inconclusive to make a firm diagnosis.

3 W e s  a n d  cn H W K _ cy e cU'S!
Thank you to Lois Tanner of Tech Type Secretarial Services for 

donating her time and skill in typesetting this his newsletter, 
and Thank you to Vintage Press’s helpful and friendly staff 
for doing a great job with printing!

Thank you to Mr. Stephen Thrash who provides us with e-mail, 
internet access and a web page!

The Godeke Branch Library gave a very generous donation in 
August, following an educational presentation by the center. 
This money was raised thanks to the librarians who took up 
donations in exchange for bags of food so the public could 
feed the ducks! Thanks to Betty Brandiger for coordinating 
all of this!

Our annual Open House was held on Saturday, September 13. 
Volunteers were on hand to guide people through the facility 
and answer questions. Thanks to our behind the scene 
ambassador Jerrie Rodgers for remembering us at noon with 
lunch, and to Beth Bodden for bringing flowers. Thanks also 
to Debbie Tennyson, our manager, and our priceless 
volunteers who helped to get everything ready for our guests. 

“Super Saturdays,” educational programs sponsored by Institute 
for the Gifted Department of Continuing education at Texas 
Tech, was back in session. We taught 3 segments on wildlife 
predators to a wonderful group of 17 students, grades 4-7. 
Many area schools were represented. Other recent programs 
were presented by the Center to Honey, Bozeman, Bayless, 
Casey, Crestview, Westwind and Whiteside elementary 
schools. Thanks also to Julie Isom of the Biology Department 
at Texas Tech for including us in their Science Day at Texas 
Tech November 15th, for the second year. Volunteer Renee 
Meunier helped make our two presentations run smoothly! 

Thanks to Chris Walker, Mike Shaw and Alison Robson of 
KLBK-TV, channel 13 for hosting “Wildlife Fridays” on the 
news at noon. We have gotten so many positive comments 
about our taking animals to the studio to share with the 
public!

Our garage sale was held mid September. Thanks to everyone 
who donated items, our volunteers, and again to Jerrie 
Rodgers as she remembered us with gifts of food to keep us 
going! We were visited three times that day by a Black-

chinned hummingbird checking out the sale and the 
hummingbird feeder!

Thanks to Louise Cummins of the Volunteer Center of Lubbock 
for her help and comments as we prepared for our first 
meeting with our newly formed Board.

On October 6, 7, 8th, Debbie did educational presentations at the 
Farmer Stockman Show in Lubbock. Her focus was on Barn 
owls, and their reputation as “Flying Mousetraps” and their 
value to farmers. See the article in this issue on “What is a 
Barn Owl Worth?”

On Sunday, Oct. 18th, a group from Texas Tech came out for 
some community service work. Nine volunteers from 
“Students for Environmental Awareness” headed by our 
volunteer Sean Grimland showed up for some basic cleanup 
duties and help. It was very much appreciated!

Boots and Jack Kendrick of Anchorage, Alaska made a gift on 
behalf of Dr. Larry Farley.

A pair of American white pelicans stopped over in a Lubbock 
playa for a few days. These birds are 15-20 pounds and their 
wingspan may extend 9 feet. They breed in the northern part 
of the US and winter in Texas in the coastal areas, and in 
Central America. They were passing through during fall 
migration and stopped for a few days to enjoy our very fine 
weather! There are two North American species of this bird, 
the Brown pelican and the White pelican. The ‘white’ is the 
larger bird. The White pelicans’ numbers have been declining 
in recent decades due to a number of factors, including habitat 
destruction, insecticide toxicity, and shooting.

Thanks to Sandy Shannon, Darice Bauer and Joe and Brenda 
Wilbanks for supplies. Also to K-Mart and Karen Dawson of 
PetsMart, and to Pets Plus for keeping a donation jar for our 
center.

Thank you to Bob and Carol Wiley for donations of grain. Visit 
them for high quality birdseed and grain at Bluebonnet Feed, 
located at 4608 FM 1585 in Lubbock!

Thanks to Dr. Carl Andersen for releasing recovered wildlife on 
his property. Rob Lee and 1 visited his wonderful ranch in 
Spur recently, and it is truly a haven for wildlife!

Our annual holiday party to honor our volunteers and friends and 
supporters was be held Saturday, December 6th, at 7 PM. 
Volunteers with the most hours this year are: Lupe Rocha 
(611 hrs.) Larry Rocha (451 hrs.) and Peggy Cogan (358 
hrs.). Peggy has also been with us the longest, 4 years. The 
total volunteer hours give from January 1, to December 1, 
1997 are 3,476 hours.

Thanks to United Grocery at 50th and Indiana for produce, and 
personally to Russell Gould, manager, for donating paper 
goods for our Holiday get-together!

Thanks to “ Creative Design” for donating the rental of a paint 
sprayer to the Eagle scouts for their project.

Speaking of Eagle Scout projects, two more have been recently 
completed: Roy Jack McKinney completed his project of 
removing the old wood and restoring the stable with siding 
earlier this fall. This is the building used to house and release 
our hawks and Barn owls. Chris Scioli repainted the aviary 
building, and did some modifications to the interior. They 
also constructed feeding trays for use there. In the works is
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Josh Stevens’ project of Troop #13; his will be painting the 
new stable siding.

Our thanks and appreciation to Jerry Rocha for building a “den” 
for our resident Bobcat. Larry also built one for our resident 
gray fox, and made a cement foundation at the barn entrance 
that was previously always a disaster area after a rain. Jerry 
is the brother of Lupe and Larry Rocha, who spend a great 
deal of time volunteeringat the center in addition to carrying 
a full load of courses at Texas Tech and holding down jobs!

REMINDER: Twice a year the local Llano Estacado Audubon 
Society sells high quality bird seed; their next sale will be held in 
February. If you are interested in purchasing seed, please call Jill 
Haukos at 797-2012. This is also a non-profit organization, and all 
seed purchased is a tax-deductible donation.

V o l u n t e e r  S ] } o t l U \ T t t
By Debbie Tennyson

center for nearly
four years. She has been part of our daily activities, as 
well as fundraisers and educational programs. Beth is 

engaged to Mr. Jeff Hickman, a Lieutenant in the US Air Force. 
Jeff is a native of Delaware. They met in Lubbock while he was 
here for pilot training at Reese Air Force Base. Jeffs class was the 
second last class before this military base was permanently closed. 
Beth will be married in Lubbock on December 27tth and following 
the wedding, they will spend their honeymoon on a cruise to the 
Caribbean. Upon return, Jeff will be transferred to Grand Forks, 
North Dakota, as he has six years of Air Force commitment 
remaining. This means we will have to say goodbye to our dear 
friend. Beth was bom and raised in Lubbock and currently attends 
Texas Tech University where she majors in Entomology. Beth 
graduates from TTU in December with a Masters degree in this 
field. She also has a Bachelors degree in in Science; her 
undergraduate work was in agriculture and communications. 
Presently she works at the Texas Agricultural Extension Service 
and her passions are “bugs” and cats. Her favorite part of 
volunteering at the center is feeding the baby squirrels. Thank you, 
Beth for giving us your time and compassion for the past several 
years. You will be truly missed by everyone at the center and we 
all wish you the best of luck!

MEMORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS

Friends Fred and Viki Long of Lubbock gave a Memorial 
contribution in memory of Catherine Koch, beloved 
Bedlington Terrier of Mrs. Ann Koch. This donation has 
allowed a number of animals to have a second chance at life. On 

behalf of wildlife, our volunteer staff expresses our sympathy, and 
our thanks.

A Memorial contribution was made by Elaine and Charles Shields 
in Bubo’s name, our Great horned owl that died along with eight 
other Barn owls in July.

Linda and A1 Smith made a memorial contribution with a donation 
of seed and supplies in memory their daughter’s dog of 10 years, 
“Fox”, a mixed breed terrier. Their daughter is Mary Baze, one of 
our volunteers who has been with us for several years.

Board of Directors Meet

On October 2nd, 1997, our newly expanded Board 
of Directors met for the first time. Before our tax- 
exempt status was granted, there was not much 
reason to have a large board, since our hands were tied from 

“moving forward” in a meaningful way. We could not apply 
for grants, a bulk mail permit, or undertake capital 
campaigns. Now, however, we have dedicated people who 
are committed to the mission and continued growth of the 
South Plains Wildlife Rehabilitation Center. We will 
introduce these members in our next issue.

Dr. Carl Andersen, President 
Norman Orr, 1st Vice President 

J. Edwin Price, 2nd Vice President 
Jill Haukos, Secretary 
Pat Harris, Treasurer

Gyna Cole 
Jim Crites 
Dr. Lou Densmore 
Larry Farley, DVM 
Dr. Louis Mitchell

Tracy Phillips-Jenkins, DVM 
Gretchen Parker 
Mike Shaw 
Larry Tanner, P.E.
Stephen Thrash 

Bill Whorton

Our Advisors will be:
Rob Lee Michael Nickel
Karen McDonald Bill Shoop

1 sincerely thank each of these 
individuals for their generous giving of 
time and talent!
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We nominated Animal Medical Center and Dr.
Larry Farley for a "Get Involved" award 
sponsored by the Volunteer Center of Lubbock. 

We were delighted that they won this category for a small 
business! All recipients were honored at a luncheon on 
November 18th, attended by several hundred people! There 
was also a nice article in the local paper about these awards. 
Thank you to Drs. Larry Farley, Lane Preston, their new 
associate Roger Freund, and their office staff and 
technicians for unfailingly helping our wildlife casualties at 
any and all hours of the day or night, weekdays or 
weekends, and always with a smile!

W HY DO LEAVES CHANGE COLOR?

This is a matter of weather and chemistry patterns.

Green -  In spring and summer leaves contain a lot of green 
chlorophyll that helps them produce food.
Yellow -  As the days grow shorter in the autumn, the 
chlorophyll breaks down and reveals the yellow and orange 
colors called carotenoids. Carotenoids are the same colors 
that give color to carrots, corn and bananas. These 
compounds have been in the leaves all the time, but were 
hidden by the green chlorophyll.
Red -  The red and purple leaves result when bright and cool days 
trigger the breakdown of sugars in the leaves that form a new 
group of chemicals: the red anthocyanins.
Weather— The brightest colors are produced in years when 
there has been good rainfall during the summer and early 
fall, and when fall nights are cold with bright and sunny 
days.

What Happens to the Some of the Animals 
That Die at the Wildlife Center?

By Britney Hager

Some of the animals that die at the Center, common and 
especially not-so-commonbirds and mammals are donated 
to the Natural Science Research Laboratory at Texas Tech 
University, headed by Dr. Robert Baker. Our Center has been 

contributing specimens to the museum for several years. The 
specimens usually don't end up on exhibit, but are a valuable asset 
to their collection. Over the course of several years these 
specimens add to our knowledge of the wildlife diversity in 
Lubbock and surrounding areas, as well as adding to the diversity 
in their collection. There is considerable difficulty in “collecting” 
birds, and this activity also requires proper permits. We are 
fortunate that even when the animals die, some of them are used 
for research that benefits the species as a whole. The museum staff

is sometimes also able to save tissue that is used in all sorts of 
molecular and DNA research.

Britney volunteered at the wildlife center for several years, and is 
currently a Museum Science major. She presently works at the 
museum as a “Student Assistant.” Her bachelor’s degree is in 
Zoology. She will graduate in December. -Ed.

“Problems” at the Bird Feeder: The 
Sharp-Shinned Hawk and the Cooper’s Hawk

Over and over, history repeats itself. The Center gets a call 
from an avid but horrified bird watcher that has just 
witnessed an assault by a hawk on an unwitting songbird 
at their backyard feeding station. Most people take pride in their 

backyard feeding stations -  various sizes and shapes of seed and 
suet feeders and platform feeders set up to attract numerous 
species of songbirds. But suddenly, an “unwelcome” visitor 
appears on the scene, snatching up an unsuspecting mourning 
dove or house finch. Often right before one’s eyes, the hawk 
swoops down to catch the unwary prey in its talons and then 
swiftly disappears. While there will be one less songbird at the 
feeding area, these brief but dramatic encounters are a natural 
occurring part of the entire scheme of things. This will be 
repeated over and over during the winter, as more and more 
songbirds depend on backyard feeders for survival. The sharpie is 
the smaller of these two hawks, and both frequent the Lubbock 
area. These birds are well adapted for speed and maneuverability. 
They fly rapidly on short wing -beats, often interrupted by a long 
glide. The Sharp-shinned hawk is more likely to kill songbirds, 
while the Coopers hawks may take a dove or jay-sized bird; 
however, both are opportunistic, and may take whatever prey they 
can capture. These hawks are accipiters: short-winged long-tailed 
forest raptors, and are likely to venture into developed areas 
looking for prey - they may attack smaller birds distracted by 
picking sunflower seeds or eating suet. You may not be pleased 
that a bird of prey has set up a sentry post overlooking your bird 
feeders, but if you hear a number of blue jays screaming 
constantly,you can be sure there is a predator nearby...either the 
winged (hawk) or four footed (feline) variety. Although there is 
not much you can do to prevent the raids of the bird predators, you 
can place feeding stations near cover (dense shrubbery, for 
example), where songbirds have a chance to escape whenever one 
of these hawks drops by for lunch. Try to rememberthat this is but 
one of nature’s survival dramas unfolding. No one relishes 
witnessing such life and death struggles, but this is, after all, the 
way these raptor species survive. Birds of prey do not survive on 
seed and suet, and they do have a very important role in the 
environment.

“I f  men had wings and bore black feathers, fe w  o f  
them would be clever enough to be crows. ”

-Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, Mid-1800’s
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WHAT IS A BARN OWL WORTH?

A Common bam owl weighs between 400 and 500 grams, 
on the average, just about 1 pound. To meet his total 
daily energy (caloric) needs, an average bam owl needs 
to eat 4.7 mice a day. That means this owl eats 1715 mice each 

year. Owls are known to consume as many as 12 mice in one 
night. Each mouse eats, on average, 5 grams of grain per day (one- 
sixth of an ounce) -  or around 4 pounds of grain consumed per 
mouse per year. So one bam owl eating those 1715 mice can save 
a farmer 3.4 tons of grain per year! If this bam owl takes a mate 
and they raise 3 babies in a year, enough mice will be consumed 
to save the farmer 9.3 tons of grain each year. Barn owl clutches 
can range from 2-11 chicks! With annual rye grass seed at 
$280.00/ton, that is $2,600.00 saved per year by an 
environmentally safe family of barn owls - at no cost to the 
farmer! The above was provided by the Cascades Raptor Center 
in Eugene, Oregon -  Ed.

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

Every year, volunteers and local Audubon Society members 
alike join the nationwide effort to spend one day 
“counting” the numbers and species of birds they spot 
within a prescribed radius. The first Christmas Bird Counts 

(CBCs) were conducted in 1900 in response to a su ggestion made 
in the National Audubon Society's magazine Bird-Lore. Twenty- 
six individuals responded by spending several hours on Christmas 
Day in their neighborhood, counting all of the birds they observed 
or heard. This survey has been coordinated by the National 
Audubon Society ever since, and has become the oldest 
continuous wildlife survey in North America. Our local Llano 
Estacado Audubon chapter will do our count Saturday December 
20 in the Lubbock area and Saturday December 27 at the 
Muleshoe National Wildlife Refuge. For most counts, anybody 
who wants to participate will be allowed to do so, whether they 
are expert birders or beginners. Hence, a whole range of bird 
identification expertise is usually represented in the participants of 
each count. Here, you do not have to be an expert birder to join 
us! This is your chance to go with some experienced birders 
and see and learn some new things! Each group or individual is 
given an area or vicinity to “count.” If you would like to go with 
one of our individuals or groups, please call Cliff Stogner, our 
bird-count coordinator at 747-4561 or call me at 745-8120. We 
have a lot of fun, learn new things every year, enjoy the outdoors 
rain or shine that particular day, and meet new friends!

WITH MURDER IN THEIR EYE...

A Great blue heron recovered during his stay with us and 
was released, but not before he put two of his “rescuers” 
in the hospital with stitches: one man was stabbed in the 
cheek, and the other in the nose. The bird had severe head trauma, 

but no fractures. Herons can be one of the most challenging of 
wildlife rehabilitation “opportunities” ...they are difficult to care 
for, and are often unwilling to eat in captivity. They consume a

dozen or more fish per day, and not only is this a difficult supply 
for us to maintain, they have no interest whatsoever in “artificial” 
foods, and often they must be force fed. Extreme caution must be 
exercised in handling these birds. The good news is, this bird was 
released in late October, and flew effortlessly toward a nearby 
playa lake!

Our fall “Super Saturdays Class at Texas Tech University”
and helper Renee Meunier 

and our educational Bam owl “Casper”
Many people donate funds to a myriad o f wildlife and/or 
animal care related agencies, such as Greenpeace, the 
Humane Society o f the United States, the Sierra Club, and 
so on. While these organizations are no less or no more in 
need o f finances than our own, we encourage you to keep 
your funds in Litbbock, where the funds help our backyard 
and community wildlife species.

T<\t a! Attraction
Part I

This article about oil well waste pits appeared in the 
September-October issue of Audubon magazine.

The author, Ted Williams is a regular contributor to this 
magazine and has written several books. I was delighted 
to meet this individual, so concerned for our environment, 
when he visited Lubbock to interview our FWS agent Robert Lee, 

who spearheaded this investigation in the late 1980’s. Parts of the 
article are paraphrased and/or quoted with his permission. -  Ed.

When oil is pumped out of the earth, salt water usually comes with 
it. After separation by heat treatment this wastewater, never 
entirely free of oil, has traditionally been dumped into lakes, 
streams, depressions, open tanks, or hastily constructed pits. When 
a pit fills up, the operator just bulldozes out another. Sometimes 
the wastewater percolates into the ground, leaving a layer of oil 
sludge that can build to a depth of eight feet. Or maybe the oil 
floats in a sheen no thicker than your average tanker spill. Either 
way, unless the wastewater is contained in a covered vessel or 
draped with wire or netting, wildlife will die in it, especially birds. 
These wastewater sites can be small or large, and sometimes 
provide the only perceived water for miles, and never does 
wildlife have a way of determiningthe presence of oil. Waterfowl,
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insects, reptiles, and amphibians are drawn into the trap. Raptors, 
mammals, and insectivorous birds, that, if they don’t drown on 
site, are slowly poisoned or die of exposure because their oil 
soaked feathers or fur can no longer provide insulation. Lightly 
oiled birds preen their feathers, ingesting oil that destroys their 
gastrointestinaltracts, liver and kidneys. A few drops of oil on the 
breast of an incubating bird kills the eggs. In Texas, New Mexico 
and Oklahoma, more birds died each year in wastewater than were 
killed by the Exxon Valdez oil spill. Nationwide, annual bird 
mortality is estimated by the Fish & Wildlife Service to be 2 
million. Wastewater from oil wells is a major threat to wildlife in 
at least 16 states. From above, the black oil pits reflect the sky and 
appear to be water -  an inviting place to drink, rest, preen and 
feed. Birds can’t learn to avoid these pits, because once they figure 
out that something is wrong, they are already doomed. Standing 
oil may act like a solar collector in summer, and the brine 
underneath can reach 140 degrees F, and whole flocks can literally 
be cooked. This problem was brought to the government’s 
attention in 1976, by Midland bird rehabilitator Midge Erskine. 
She found oil soaked birds around Whalen Lake, a 330-acre playa 
in the western part of Texas. (“Playas” are seasonal water bodies 
that form in natural depressions, and are vital to waterfowl). She 
alerted the FWS, which documented migratory bird mortality. At 
that time, however, they were unable to prosecute the polluters. 
She embarked on a 12-year crusade to make the federal 
government enforce the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. In the 1970’s, 
no one took on the oil industry in Texas. According to Midge, her 
sanctuary was firebombed, her dog was fatally poisoned, and her 
husband, an independent oil geologist, was blackballed. The oil 
industry-regulating agency, the Railroad Commission, publicly 
called her a lair. Finally, however, Midge generated enough 
interest and publicity to make it politicallyfeasibleforthe FWS to 
embarrass the Commission into halting the dumping at the lake 
site and release Rob Lee, Special Agent with the service. Rob’s 
battle that followed was nearly as intense as Erskine’s. In 
February of 1988, he and a Texas game warden were checking 
bird-killing pits near Borger, Texas, at a Phillips Petroleum 
refinery. Suddenly, shifts were changing, and the supervisor gave 
the order to surround and detain the two investigators. Refinery 
workers blocked the road and were becoming a menacing, angry 
and taunting mob of about sixty. The wardens called for back up 
assistance from the sheriff, and tried to explain the seriousness of 
the situation. After a very tense hour-long period, the crowd 
finally dispersed when other law enforcement individuals 
appeared on the scene. The Justice Department refused to 
prosecute the workers so the two wardens filed a civil suit. 
Eventually, $15,000 was collected from Phillips in an out of court 
settlement, and a portion of that was contributed to a fund that 
pays for information leading to the apprehension of people who 
assault wildlife officers. Now, the Fish and Wildlife Service has 
new and aggressive enforcement tactics, and the results are 
astonishing. Part II will be in our 1998 Winter newsletter issue.

Debbie's Excellent; 
Adventoipe!
By Debbie Tennyson

In August, the president of the International Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Council asked me to do a presentation for their 
twenty-fifth anniversary conference. I was honored and 
accepted! On October 1st, Susan Carpenter, Lupe Rocha and I set 

off for the San Francisco Bay area. The conference was held at the 
Hilton Inn in Concord, California. My presentation was “Creance 
Flying Raptors: A Method of Conditioning.’’This is the technique 
we used to ready the Bald eagle for release last January. This is a 
controversial subject within the rehab community, but one I felt 
confident talking about. The presentation went very well; there 
was standing room only and I have to admit to being a bit nervous. 
I was proud to represent our center at such a significant event. The 
IWRC hosted several field trips; one to the Oakland Zoo and to 
Marine World USA where I got to “pet” a sea lion. We also 
visited the Lindsey Museum in Walnut Creek; it is the oldest and 
largest rehabilitationfacility in the United States. It was awesome! 
The hospital was separate from the educational side of the 
building. The live collection of animals was beautifully displayed. 
I only wish that some day our center can be as well endowed .All 
in all, we learned a lot at the conference from many other 
knowledgeable wildlife professionals. We took several classes and 
brought back literature that will keep us busy reading for quite 
some time. The next conference is to be held in Fort Worth and I 
have already been asked to present for them again!

DID
YOU

KNOW?
While not all bird species demonstrate something we would 

characterize as ‘song’, all species are capable of producing 
calls.

Yellowstone is the world’s oldest National Park. It was 
established in 1872. Individuals believed that its natural 
beauty should be protected and preserved for future 
generations.

It is proper to say “Canada” Goose not “Canadian” Goose?
Did you know that nearly 400 species of birds swim, and about 

150 species catch their food by diving for it?
In the state of Texas, it is not legal to keep raccoons, opossums, 

gray squirrels, and some other species without a permit. 
Periodically, we receive calls about these animals being kept 
as pets. We in turn pass on this information to Texas Parks & 
Wildlife Department. In addition to being a rabies carrier, 
raccoons carry an intestinal parasite that is transmittable to 
humans. Last but certainly not least, these animals, while they 
appear “cute” when they are youngsters, grow up to be large 
and often aggressive and destructive animals. In almost every 
case, their wild instincts inevitably prevail. They are not 
meant to live in a cage, nor in human habitats.
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NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS
* Renewing Members are marked with an asterisk 

Benefactors
(including the people who donate to us monthly)

Carre Avian 
Grace Joyce, Ralls, TX 
Glenn Joyce Ralls, TX 

Joyce Komkov, Lubbock 
Rob Lee, Lubbock 

Joyce Lisenby, Lubbock 
Stephen Thrash , Lubbock

Patrons
Gary and Kathleen Harris, Lubbock

Supporting Members
Dr. Tracy Jenkins

College Avenue Animal Clinic, Levelland, TX 
Godeke Library

* Dr. Lynn and Mary Hatfield, Lubbock 
Joyce Kahn, Lubbock

Family Memberships
Mike and Shayla Blanton, Lubbock
* Cheryl and Dale Blevins, Lubbock
* Dr. Nancy Chasteen, Farwell, TX

Marsha Daniels, Lubbock
* Betty Edwards, Lubbock

* Tom and Wanda Hager, Irving, TX 
Pat and James Harris, Lubbock 

* Robin Hinn, Lubbock
* Doris Love, Amarillo, TX

* Henry and Sellie Shine, Lubbock

Individual and Senior Memberships
Margaret Couch, Lubbock

* Shelley Fleming, Lubbock 
* Chuck Marlow, Lubbock

Alixandria Sherral, Wolffoth, TX 
Charles and Elayne Shields, Lubbock
* Bill Van Pelt, San Francisco, CA 

C. R. Wiley, Brownfield, TX

Volunteers
Tracey Allen Mary Baze
Christine Bearden Elizabeth Bodden
Tina Bridges Marla Carver
Peggy Cogan Leigh Corbin
Aimee Davis Carla Davis
Marissa DeBusk Stephanie DeGesero
Leo Gustafson Sean Grimland
Mark Ludlum Rachel Maples
Katrina May Renee Meunier
Marcy Miles Michael Nickell
Lori Pease Larry Rocha
Lupe Rocha Penny Salmon
Dawn Simmons Debbie Tennyson
Chris Thompson Donna Turner

Helen Hicks-Wenthold

HOME SWEET NEST

There are probably as many different kinds of nests as there 
are species of birds, at least on a very basic level. But, as 
a practical matter, there are about a dozen different nest 
forms. Here are a few:

• “No” nest; eggs are simply laid on the bare ground or in 
a slight scraped depression.

• Some nests are scraped depressions with a “lining” of 
some type.

• A previously occupied nest used by some species 
• Colony nests with several nests in close proximity 
• Burrow-like structures 
• Floating nest attached to water plants 
• A ‘mound’ nest on land or water 
• Cavity in a tree or other object 
• Platform of sticks in shrubs or trees 
• Cuplike or baglike structure hanging from a tree limb

THE SLOW SEASON?

N o one is happier to see the arrival of autumn and the end 
of “baby season” more than wildlife rehabilitators, 
particularly Debbie and myself! However, even “slow” 
time can be stressful and demanding. As of October 31, the Center 

has admitted over 1000 protected wild birds, mammals and 
reptiles during 1997. We usually get some relief for a few months 
as the days shorten, and animals born during the early spring and 
summer now released from our care are having to make it on their 
own. We will see an increase in the number of young raptors, 
often just following the first prolonged cold snap. Many young 
and inexperienced birds, inept at hunting for themselves, will 
quickly become emaciated and weak if they are unable to catch 
prey for extended periods of time. However, even as September 
drew to a close, the Center remained busy; each year busier than 
the one preceding. Our fall educational programs are once again 
underway; Doris Mager, the Eagle Lady, visited September 24th- 
26th. Our volunteers accompanied Doris to her four Lubbock 
programs while she was in our area. On September 24th we broke 
a record for the number of “fall” admissions when seventeen 
animals arrived in a single day. In late September, it came to the 
attention of the Center that several ducks were swimming on an 
area playa lake with blow-darts protruding from their heads or 
bodies. This incident caused much public interest. On September 
27th, volunteers gathered, along with Kevin Christopher and his 
Kawasaki Good Times staff to assist us once again in a jet-ski 
rescue. Although five darted ducks were spotted early that week, 
by the time the rescue effort was underway, only one duck 
remained at the lake. It is still unknown what happened to the 
other four birds. However, the remaining injured duck was netted, 
and taken to Animal Medical Center for treatment. The four-inch 
dart was removed, leaving a nasty wound near the wing. After a 
week, the duck was again released. A second duck that had 
swallowed mono-filament fishing line and possibly a hook, was 
also netted, treated at the clinic and later released. A Lubbock 
detective offered his time and expertise to help find the culprit,
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and the last we heard, someone was cited for this offense. A little 
Burrowing owl was trapped inside the Office Max store, and 
Debbie loaned them our“bal chatri” trap to attempt to capture and 
relocate him. (This is a small trap with fishing line ‘nooses’ and 
knots above a small wire enclosure that holds a mouse as ‘bait’ to 
attract the owl’s attention). Four surviving opossum babies were 
brought in from Olton, after a dog killed the mother. A fawn 
came, presumably attacked by either a coyote or dog, after the 
mother was hit by a car in Snyder. All of these and similar 
situations make up each new day. Where one problem is solved, 
another moves in to take its place. It is all part of our role in the 
community.

B 1rt> C hM

According to a recent U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
report, Americans spend almost as much money annually 
watching and feeding cardinals, eagles, and blue jays as 
they do supporting sports teams by the same names. Birdwatchers 

spend at least $5.2 billion for travel, binoculars, wild-bird seed 
and the like, while sports fans spend a total of $5.9 billion for 
football, baseball, and other sporting events. The report cites these 
statistics to point out that if popular songbird species continue to 
decline as they have for the past 15 years, an important segment 
of the U.S. economy could be at risk. Biologists attribute the 
decline in migratory species such as western bluebirds and wood 
thrushes to loss of vital habitat throughout the Western 
Hemisphere. [Backpacker Magazine, July/August 1996]

HANDLING INJURED RAPTORS

WHAT KIND OF SEED TO BUY?

Sometimes, the best bargain is 
not the best value dollar for 
dollar after all. Some of the 
“inexpensive” seed mixes sold in 

chain or grocery stores contain a 
high percentage of milo, a seed not 
favored by most birds. You can 
spend less, but you may end up with 
more uneaten grain, and less 

enjoyment for your money. Typically, birds eat the favored seed 
first: sunflower, millet, peanut hearts, sunflower hearts, and so on. 
If this doesn’t seem to make sense, think about whether you would 
really rather have a steak or a stalk of celery? Also, you can save 
money by buying seed from a mill or feed store in large quantities, 
like fifty pounds at a time. Just be sure to store the seed properly, 
to prevent spoilage. On a final note: if you want the greatest 
variety of bird species, offer sunflower seed -  it will attract jays, 
cardinals, finches, many other bird species, and yes, even our little 
furry squirrel friends. Many products are also available to 
discourage or thwart squirrels, if you choose. If you are worried 
about weeds, sunflower is also the seed of choice-these are large 
seedlings, easily recognized, and can be easily pulled up. For an 
added bonus, however, let them sprout and grow, and by 
summers’ end, you will have sunflowers producing seed. It can be 
very enjoyable to watch the birds doing acrobatics trying to pull 
out the individual seeds!

In answer to a few requests, the following is one of several good 
recipes for home-made suet dough, a year-round treat enjoyed by 
a variety of species from woodpeckers to wrens.

If  you spot an injured bird of prey in a field or along a roadside 
and wish to render aid, please remember the following: Never 
approach the bird with your bare hands. We suggest having 
ready a small tarp or blanket, a sturdy box appropriate for the size 

of the bird and very heavy gloves (no guarantee their powerful 
talons will not go through them). We discourage use of pet-taxi’s 
-  as the bird thrashes around, he will break many feathers and this 
will impede his overall recovery. Never use a cage. The less visual 
stimulation a raptor has, the more subdued it will be once 
confined. While wearing the gloves, approach the bird slowly 
holding the blanket. Throw it over the bird, and pick up the bird 
as a unit, being careful not to aggravate an injured wing or leg. 
Once in the box, tape or string it securely and transport it as 
quickly as possible to us. Please do not feed any injured raptors or 
other wildlife, without consulting with us first. This can 
sometimes do more harm than good. Remember, the bird may act 
“tame” -  believe me, it is only because it may be in shock. 
NEVER take a chance; they can inflict very deep and serious 
injuries. Once in its’ grasp, with or without gloves, the talons sink 
in deeper and deeper. This is why their prey rarely escapes once 
it has been captured!

1 cup peanut butter 
4 cups com meal (white or yellow 
1 cup Crisco or other shortening 
1 cup white flour

Mix ingredients as you would pie dough; this will make about 2 
lbs. Store in the refrigerator in a covered container. Pack it into 
holes in a sawed-off piece of log and hang outside, or into the 
crevices of pine cones - be creative: the birds will find it! Also, if 
you have a log, you can hollow out circular areas, add a hook to 
hang, and fill the holes with peanut butter. Mockingbirds and 
House finches will enjoy this treat, and it can be used in all but the 
hottest months, like suet. We were given a feeder like this last 
Christmas, and I was amazed at the number of birds attracted to 
the peanut butter!
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If you will consider becoming a member, and help our organization continue to help wildlife, please send the 
attached form, along with ;

Rehabilitation Center, Inc.

with your tax deductible check to: Carol Mitchell
- : V- ■ c\o South Plains Wildlife

-, Inc.
3101 77th Street
Lubbock, Texas 79423

□ Benefactor $500.00
□ Patron 100.00
□ Supporting Member 50.00
□ Organization or Group 30.00
□ Family Membership 25.00
□ Individual Membership 20.00
□ Student or Senior Citizen 15.00

Your Name:

Organization or Group:

Address:____________

Phone:_____________

City State Zip

Make your check payable to South Plains Wildlife Rehabilitation Center, Inc.
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