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The NEVER-ENDING Summer

Fl-om April 1st through June 30, the Wildlife 
Center has admitted approximately 406 State 
and/or Federally protected wild birds and 
mammals. The volume of work skyrockets at this time 

of year, and no matter how “ready” for it we think we 
are, we are never adequately prepared. All sizes, shapes, 
colors, and species begin arriving....not just one here or 
two there, but often ten or more in a day. We are 
suddenly deluged with ducklings, songbirds, herons, 
falcons and owls, a porcupine, seven raccoons, a 
peacock, a homed lizard and turtles, to name but a few. 
New species, not previously admitted over the past 8 
years also arrive during this period: a House wren, a 
Golden fronted woodpecker; 2 Least Bitterns, a Black
billed cuckoo, a Nashville and a MacGillivray’s 
warbler, and a Chipping sparrow. It is quite an 
assortment, and each species has its own special care 
requirements and dietary needs. Appropriate captive 
“habitats” must be set up...a place where the heron can 
hide, or the opossums can climb. The first deer fawn 
arrives from a Texas Parks & Wildlife Department 
warden June 7th, followed by a second on June 8th. It 
was a highlight o f 1995 to raise and release four white 
tails, and we are delighted for the opportunity again this 
season. However, the first fawn soon begins showing 
signs o f injury, and develops abdominal swelling. 
Suddenly, she also begins to have respiratory difficulty 
and we rush her to the clinic. She dies on the exam 
table. Dr. Farley performs a necropsy, to determine the 
cause o f death. She had a collapsed lung, several broken 
ribs, and much internal injury, indicating she was most 
likely hit by a car. We are all saddened by this, but we 
know we provided the best care possible. Three days 
later, another fawn arrives—a male; it eases the distress 
we have over the loss o f the first one. Scores of animals 
have also been released: an adult Black-crowned night 
heron, a Common nighthawk; 8 American kestrels, the 
porcupine and a 13-Lined ground squirrel; 2 armadillos; 
Mourning & Inca doves, and most o f the blue jays, 
robins, mockingbirds, finches and others which arrived 
a few weeks ago. The work is never finished. It is very 
difficult not to let the “stress” get to us. We emphasize 
the positive, and cherish the moments when we know 
that our intervention made a difference.

TINY VISITOR.JDn May 24, a recently hatched 
owlet arrived in Hobbs, NM. The rehabilitator there, 
Linda Reder, brought it to us the following day. 
Weighing in at 30 Gms. (1 ounce) with eyes closed, we 
watched this little guy double his weight in a week, 
open his eyes, make hissing noises, and his weight 
before the end o f the third week tripled. His species?

Burrowing Owl

Eagle Scout Projects

T
wo more Eagle Scout projects have recently 
been completed: Erik Gransberg modified and 
reorganized our “tin bam” and also made a Bam 
Owl puppet which will be used to feed Bam Owl chicks, 

to minimize their human contact. John Hardin o f Troop 
500, under the direction of Chris Sigerson, and 10 
young people replaced the aluminum roof on our stable. 
This is our hawk & owl “hack” station, (where our 
raptors are released from, and can return to for backup 
feeding, post release). They did a very professional job. 
Spring winds removed most o f the dilapidated panels. 
Now, years later, it’s new again! Jason Spinks is 
planning Eagle project #9: an irrigation and watering 
system!
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Letter from the Director

I am going out on 
a limb here, with 
the subject of 
this month’s 
letter from the 

director. It is my own 
opinion, and I hope it 
will be thought 
provoking. Having 
read a lot o f statistics 
recently about roaming 
house cats, it is 
unsettling to be made 
aware o f the toll that one o f our favorite pets take on our 
native songbirds, mammals and reptiles. However, none 
of these articles get my attention quite the way that what 
I see with my own eyes does. On a recent Sunday 
morning while I was feeding my scores o f hungry 
mouths, I heard a group of Blue Jays screaming outside. 
Their loud calls always signal the presence o f a 
predator, aerial or otherwise. Hurrying out front, I saw 
4 adult jays trying to ward off a neighbor’s cat. On the 
ground in front o f the feline was a young jay fledge, 
unmoving and frightened, bleeding from a wound in its 
side. The cat suddenly turned and ran, the jays still in 
pursuit. I picked up the small one, brought it inside for 
even more anxiety to face: first, an injection of steroid 
and antibiotic for stress and infection; then, I pulled 
away the blue and gray down feathers, cleansed the 
deep laceration and applied medication. Finally, into a 
dark box in a quiet comer to hope for the best. Almost 
every bird which comes to us which has not been 
kidnapped, is a cat injury, according to the finder. Some 
people bring us casualties month after month that “their 
cat” caught. Wouldn’t it be easier to keep the kitty 
inside during breeding season? I certainly do not dislike 
cats; before I was heavily into bird rehabilitation, I had 
3 myself. I do hate the toll they take on our songbirds. 
Not to mention competing with raptors for food, 
because rodents make up a significant percentage o f the 
cat’s diet also. They are also fond of cottontails, and 
other small mammals. The migrating warblers seem to 
be a major target...every warbler we admitted this year 
was a cat injury, and every one died. We know that 
many warbler (and other!) species are already 
significantly declining due to habitat loss, and predation 
takes a toll as well. The cat-attacked MacGillivray’s 
warbler was a new species for us. A Wilson’s warbler

met the same fate. I know people lament that they can’t 
keep their cat in...Is it kitty that is conditioned, or is it 
the owner? The young fledglings are especially helpless 
on the ground during the night, which coincides with the 
hours many cats prefer to roam. Please, think about this 
during breeding season! The Mockingbirds and Blue 
Jays that dive-bomb your pet are only trying to keep it 
away from the nest or the youngsters; this is the only 
means by which the bird has to defend its young.

CaroC M itc f id t

yV irfe  .......

The Wildlife Center is now “on-line” and can be 
reached at the following e-mail address: 
SPWRC@aol.com. We subscribe to a 500+ 
member wildlife rehabilitation list. Each day, dozens of 

questions and answers are posted: avian, mammal, 
education, etc. There is natural history information on 
specific species, along with care guidelines, diet, 
treatments, medications, dosages, diseases, legal and 
ethical information.

The “Least Bittern” & “Opossums” artwork for this 
newsletter is original drawings by Michael Nickell. For 
years he has helped the local Audubon chapter with the 
annual Christmas bird count and for the past few 
months has given much o f his time to volunteer at the 
Center. He is a member o f the Guild o f Natural Science 
Illustrators, which is a worldwide organization. He will 
be contributing in the future as his time allows!

Toni Thiel spotted an injured adult Black-crowned night 
heron down in the middle o f a field in Idalou some 
weeks ago; She brought him to us for care; his fractured 
wing healed and she returned him to Lake Ransom 
Canyon for a perfect release!

Our “Roast,” a.k.a. fund-raiser, for Dr. Larry Farley was 
a huge success. The evening was lovely, the food was 
great, and the County Line Restaurant staff was 
wonderful. He was presented with a certificate thanking 
him for his service to wildlife by the United States Fish 
& Wildlife Service. We would like to thank Albertson’s 
at Slide & Loop 289, the United Stores at 4th St., 50th 
& Q and 50th & Indiana for donating fresh flowers; the 
United at 82nd & Boston for discounting the cake. This 
man has given freely (literally) o f his time and talent to 
help injured and displaced wildlife for over a decade. 
We sincerely thank you Dr. Farley, and also your 
wonderful colleagues, Drs. Preston & Leach, and clinic

mailto:SPWRC@aol.com
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staff. Many o f you sent in a donation well over and 
above the cost o f the meal and donation; It did not go 
unnoticed, and was very much appreciated!

As we stated in our fist newsletter in December of 1995, 
we pledged to put one-half o f all proceeds from future 
fund-raising events into a building fund. A Certificate of 
Deposit has been initiated for this purpose at Lubbock 
National Bank. One day we hope to build a free 
standing facility to house our wildlife, including our 
educational birds. At the present time, these and many 
other functions remain in the house o f the manager, 
Debbie Tennyson. Thank you to Judy Williams of 
Lubbock National Bank for her kind help in setting this 
up. Contributions to this fund are always welcome. It is 
a small beginning, but nevertheless, a beginning!

I was honored to be part o f a ten member panel of 
rehabilitators from around the state to reexamine the 
laws pertaining to wildlife rehabilitation. Hopefully, the 
collective input will benefit both sides, making the 
existing & modified laws more workable! Ed.

“WICKED” FLIES AWAY
by Debbie Tennyson

N ot very long ago, a box was left on the porch at 
the Wildlife Center, without any information, 
especially information about its contents. I 
took the box inside, and as I cautiously tipped open the 

lid, the last thing I expected to see was an adult Great 
Homed Owl. With heavy gloves and chest padding, I 
carefully removed the large bird from the box. After 
careful examination, we could not immediately see 
anything abnormal. The clinic took x-rays, checking for 
shot, broken bones, signs o f injury; the films revealed 
nothing. She was checked for parasites; her vision and 
hearing were evaluated; She was not thin, and her 
weight was what it should be. “I must be missing 
something here,” I thought; “there is no way someone 
picked up an uninjured adult bird o f prey!” She was 
quite strong and feisty. A day later I took her to the 
flight cage, (not without a fight)- she couldn’t or 
wouldn’t fly. We put her back in the mew for the night 
and fed her. As days passed, she grew stronger and 
meaner, and earned the name o f Wicked. We suspected 
she may have gotten a dose o f pesticides. Time passed. 
I was discouraged; she was not making progress. Mew 
cleaning and feeding were quite a chore. Volunteers 
flipped a coin for the jobs. We continued to work with

her daily. Slowly, she seemed to gain strength, and 
gradually had more and more tolerance for activity.

Finally, nearly three months later, she flew to a perch 
3 feet above her. She can fly! Within another week she 
was flying up and down, and around the flight cage. We 
began flying her outdoors on a creance. Perhaps now we 
could set a release date. February 24,1996 was to be her 
day. More than a dozen volunteers accompanied us to 
the overlook on FM 400 in the canyon. We stood on the 
cliffs’ edge and held our breath, waiting for the debut. 
We set her box on its side and gently opened the flaps, 
so she could survey the lay o f the land, and get her 
bearings. She turned her beautiful head to look at us one 
last time, before soaring out o f sight. She did not thank 
us, nor did she look back, but this was truly one of 
rehab’s most exciting experiences.

Debbie taught a Wildlife class at the Texas Tech 
Museum for 2 weeks in July, for 3rd & 4th graders. This 
is the second year the Center has participated in this.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT
...by Mary Baze

Molly Clemens has volunteered at the Center 
for over 2 years. A Senior in Fisheries & 
Wildlife Management at Texas Tech 
University, she grew up on a timber farm in 

Douglasville. Her goal after graduation is to work either 
with Texas Parks & Wildlife Department or the Natural 
Resources & Conservation Service. At the Center, 
Molly most enjoys feeding the “babies” and the raptors. 
She especially enjoys the owls. Her most memorable 
experience was the release o f a Prairie falcon; a second 
one in the same area quickly spotted and joined the first, 
where all were treated to some mid-air acrobatics. 
Molly states, “The educational programs are as 
important as anything else we do. I am thankful for the 
opportunity to work and learn at the Wildlife Center.” 
Because o f her busy schedule, Molly was unavailable 
for a photograph.

Species Profile - Virginia Opossum

The North American opossum, commonly called 
the Virginia opossum, is the only marsupial 
(mammal caring for undeveloped young within
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a pouch) in North America. A primitive and slow witted animal, they are abundant here on the South Plains, and the 
Center receives many questions about this species. The peak o f the breeding season in Texas is in late January. There 
are usually 1-2 litters, and occasionally three. The babies are bom in 13 days, and a litter o f twenty could fit into a 
teaspoon. The mother can nurse only 13 offspring. The young stay attached to nurse for about sixty days; Later the 
mother can control the pouch opening, allowing the young to enter and leave as necessary. Some sources indicate the 
young stay with the mother for nearly a year. Opossums have a keen sense o f hearing and smell; they forage at night, 
and the diet includes small birds, insects, fruits, and vegetation. They are commonly found in residential areas, attracted 
by bowls o f cat or dog food left in yards. We are not aware o f rabies ever being documented in the opossum.The 
opossum has 50 teeth. Despite their lethargic appearance, they can move very quickly if frightened; Opossums may play 
dead when threatened, which is an involuntary reaction to a high degree o f stress. Every year, opossums are “trapped” 
by residents, to be relocated; if you do set a trap for an animal, please be responsible and check the trap often. An 
unfortunate opossum was left in the sun in a trap for 3 days last year. By the time it was taken to Dr. Farley, it was in 
such bad condition, it could not be saved.

SOME Additional Thank Yous...

T hank you to Lois Tanner o f Tech Type 
Secretarial Services for donating her services to 
typeset this newsletter, and to Vintage Press and 
Gay Crump for doing a great printing job! To Carla 

Davis for financial support! Thanks to Jerry Bullard of 
B & B Game Birds in Sweetwater for donating raptor 
food; to Sellie Shine, and the South Plains Food Bank 
for baby milk & baby food...our young mammals are 
grateful! Thanks to Toni Thiel for supplies, personal 
help, and release o f the Night heron; to Debbie 
Tennyson for contributing to this newsletter, and 
everything else she does at the Center every minute; to 
Rick Tennyson for keeping our grounds and trees 
looking terrific, and replacing our sunroom floor & 
carpet. Hassell’s Landscaping donated several 
evergreen trees. Rusty Shaw of Lubbock Skylight Mfg. 
replaced our storm damaged skylight free o f charge.

Lori Crum brought linens and nightcrawlers, and June 
Ducker brought supplies. Fred Long donated part of 
his labor toward repair o f our main gate, and also 
repaired our back fence. It looks great! Thanks to 
Russell Gould at United Grocery (50th & Indiana) for 
ongoing donations o f produce. Thank you to Greg & 
Linda Bulls of Bull’s Horse & Hound, for not only 
donating goat’s milk for our two fawns, seed and food 
for our other charges, they sponsored a “Dog Dip” June 
22nd, from 8-2 PM and donated the proceeds to us! 
Prizes for a drawing during this time were donated by 
South Plains Mall ($25.00 in “mall money,” food 
coupons from Swiss Pretzel Co. & Famous Comdogs). 
Darryl Neal & staff at the Animal Kingdom also 
donated proceeds from an aquarium set up which was 
raffled off during their grand opening. The “Women’s 
Entrepreneurs” made a cash donation to our 
organization. Thanks to Ray Westbrook for the article 
about Debbie Tennyson, our manager, in April, and to
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KLBK for a spot on our volunteers for Volunteer Week, 
April 22, 1996. Thanks also to the morning crew and 
Mike Shaw of KLBK NewsCenter 13 for having us on 
their morning show every Thursday. Each week o f the 
summer on Thursdays we will take a different wild bird, 
reptile or mammal to discuss on the program. This airs 
from 6-7AM. We hope that this will increase the 
public’s awareness o f the many species o f indigenous 
wildlife found on the South Plains. Thank you to the 
Avalanche Journal staff, Danette Baker and again to 
Ray Westbrook, who will assist in putting some of our 
wildlife information into print, approximately once each 
month. KCBD & Skip Watson also did some filming 
for an LISD summer school science group which visited 
the Center, headed by Jim Crites. It was aired June 
10th & 11th, 1996. Finally, thanks to Southwestern 
Bell Telephone, who always gets our phone lines up 
and running again as quickly as possible after severe 
storms...even on Sundays! Thank you, one and all, on 
behalf of wildlife!

Alember update:

F or our new members, a brief overview of who we 
are and what we do: The South Plains Wildlife 
Rehabilitation Center, Inc. was founded in 1988. 
Our mission is twofold: to provide care for injured, ill, 

displaced and orphaned wildlife, and to provide wildlife 
education and appreciation. The Center is licensed by 
the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department in Austin on a 
state level, and the United States Fish & Wildlife 
Service on a federal level. We are not funded by either 
agency, and operate 100% on donations. We have no 
paid staff. WR is a carefully regulated activity, and we 
are accountable for the wildlife we admit. The Center 
admits over 1000 wild birds, mammals and reptiles 
annually. Educational presentations are ongoing within 
the community, as time permits. I would like to again 
thank Mr. Jimmie Mason, of Mason Warner, P.C. for 
donating their accounting and tax services to our Center 
since our beginning, and to Mr. Edwin Price for 
donating his legal services to help us incorporate in 
1992.

Mo/re on the -ARMMEV ONES

T wo Nine-Banded Armadillos were confiscated 
by officials in a motel near Taos, N.M. 3 
months ago. After a stay at Dr. Katleen

Ramsay’s Rehabilitation Center (Las Aves) near Taos, 
they were flown here for care and release. The largest 
was released in a few weeks; the smaller was touch and 
go after suffering a deep shell puncture wound. 
However, he recovered fully, and was released three 
weeks ago!

A contribution was made in memory o f Sara Meinzers’ 
father, Herbert Bellinghausen, by the Kent & Penny 
Carpenter family. Thank you, on behalf o f both 
families. It was sincerely appreciated.

S U P P L IE S  N EED ED :

B aby Receiving blankets; towels without fringes, 
trash Bags, Dawn dishwashing detergent; 
Handi Wrap and all sizes o f Zip Loc bags; 
Purina Brand Cat Chow (we are using about 2 lbs. 

Daily. Soaked, it is a 100% nutritionally complete 
weaning food for our songbirds). We also need Kleenex, 
toilet paper, and liquid disinfectant hand soap. Thanks 
for anything you might be able to help us with!

Time to 'S o !'

There are several criteria by which we judge 
when a bird or mammal is “ready” for release. 
We will list a few o f them here:

• Birds can fly well; if they are a mammal, they are 
agile, can run or climb easily.

• The animal can recognize, and will eat the “natural" 
foods for that species.

• The animal should be wary or afraid of 
humans...they must not “learn” to associate humans 
with food; it can lead to their undoing. They must 
also recognize cats & dogs as foes.

• Waterfowl must be “waterproof.” Many people do 
not realize baby ducks, or debilitated ducks can 
drown because o f poor feather condition.

• Hearing & vision must be evaluated; Talons must 
function perfectly in raptors.

• Weather conditions will be favorable for a week or 
so.

• A release site with suitable habitat, where others of 
its kind currently reside, must be selected. In some 
cases, landowners must be notified or give 
permission.The animal must be acclimated to outside 
temperature.



THE A4CCEINGEIRD C liR C N IC L K

We apologize for the lateness o f this issue by about 2 
weeks. In addition to the 406 admissions and dozens of 
different species in the last 3 months, there have been 
about 160 “others” which do not go onto our records. 
House sparrows, Starlings, Pigeons & domestic (non 
wild “park,” or white ducks). Many centers do not 
accept these species at all. Yes, they do affect our labor 
and fund resources, but a high percentage o f our 
donations is from individuals bringing in these 
particular species.

Where to Piuce If our Feeder

A n ideal spot to place your feeder is near a tree 
or other cover. Birds can return again and 
again to the safety o f the tree or shrub, while 
they take turns enjoying what you have offered them. 

Try cutting an apple or orange in half; skewer it on a 
barbecue skewer; cover the sharp end with a cork to 
keep the fruit in place; attach to a tree with a bread tie. 
This will attract House Finches, Mockingbirds, and 
Northern Orioles. In addition to the “new “ species we 
have had recently, we also have been caring for 2 
peacocks, a hedgehog (dog-caught; we assume it was 
someone’s pet), a two-month old Bobcat, and, on July 
1st, our fourth deer fawn arrived from Snyder.

Open House
at the South Plains Wildlife Center 

From 10-2 PM Saturday, July 27,1996
Visit and see what goes on behind the scenes. Please 
parallel park on Indiana Avenue on either end of the 
gray wooden privacy fence.

Did *fou Know....

...during the 20 years after the first Earth Day, some 
1.6 billion people were added to the world’s 
population — more than the total number inhabiting 
the planet in 1900.

...usually the eyes are the largest part o f a bird’s head 
and often weigh more than the brain. The high 
resolving power o f birds’ eyes (forming relatively 
unblurred images o f small objects) is due to a dense 
concentration o f visual cells and the large image cast 
on the retina. Most birds see color as much as we do.

...Shrikes, a group o f birds o f conservation concern,

have vision comparable to hawks and eagles. They 
can recognize a mouse at 240 feet, react to one o f  
their own kind at 1250 feet, and see a bumblebee at 
300 feet.

...an estimated 5 billion North American birds migrate 
each year between nesting areas in the north and 
wintering areas in the south. During the spring and 
fall, hundreds o f millions o f migratory birds fly each 
night over the continental United States and its 
offshore waters. Most migrants fly in darkness and try 
to go as far as the winds and their strength will allow- 
-as many as several hundred miles a night.

This information is from the Nature Conservancy’s 
NatureServe Program.

MEW MEMBERS

Patron:
Dana & John Wood & Family

Supporting Member:
Mr. Dib Gay, Lubbock 

Petra McCarty

Organization or Group:
All God’s Creatures Rehabilitation Center, Linda & 

Alan Reder, Hobbs, NM 
S.D. & Dorothy Hanesworth, Houston

Family Memberships:
Diane & Richard Arndt, Allentown, PA 

Kathy & Herb Boatwright (again!) Lubbock 
Warren & Esther Pearce, Maitland, FL 

William & Marty Bibens, Lubbock 
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Bisbee (again) Lubbock 

Robert & Matilda Brady, Liverpool, NY 
Dr. Michael Dunn, Family Vision Center, Lubbock 

Mona Bromley, Lubbock 
Ron & Cathy Galey, Lubbock 

Robert &  Donna Giovannetti, Lubbock 
Cary & Sharon Kingston, Lubbock 
Robert & Myrtle Veach, Lubbock

Individual Memberships:
Holle Humphries, Lubbock 

Doris Love, Amarillo 
Rachel Maples 

Catherine Traxler, Lubbock 
Ann Vaughn, Lubbock 

Frank & Dana Wright, Paducah, TX
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Least Bittern
An original drawing by Michael Nickell
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
If you will consider becoming a member, and help our organization continue to help wildlife, please send the attached form, 
along with your tax deductible check Please consider an affiliation with us and help us help wildlife.

□ Benefactor $500.00

□ Patron 100.00

□ Supporting Member 50.00

□ Organization or Group 30.00

□ Family Membership 25.00

□ Individual Membership 20.00

□ Student or Senior Citizen 15.00

Your Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

Organization or Group:_________________________________________________________________________

Address:________________________________________  C ity________________________ State_______Zip

Phone:_______________________________________________________________________________________

Please mail this registration form along with your financial support to:
Carol Mitchell, South Plains Wildlife Rehabilitation Center 
3101 77th Street, Lubbock, Texas 79423

Make your check payable to South Plains Wildlife J^ehabilitation Center, in_c.__

South Plains Wildlife Rehabilitation Center, Inc.
Newsletter of the South Plains Wildlife Rehabilitation Center 
do  Carol Mitchell 
3101 77th Street 
Lubbock, Texas 79423


