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CREATION AND ORGANflZATIO^.

This county was created by an act o f the Legislature o f the
State o f Texas, passed February 1, 1858, and named in honor
to the memory o f Dr. John Shackelford, then recently deceased.
Dr. Shackelford came to Texas in 1836, at the head o f a volun
teer company, raised by him in Alabama, and known in Colonel
James W . Fannin’ s command

as the “ R ed R overs.”

Dr.

Shackelford escaped the treacherous butchery o f his companions
at the Goliad massacre; being a skillful surgeon, the Mexicans
spared his life, to attend to their sick and wounded.

H e re

turned to his native State and died in 1857, near the town o fT u s cumbia, Alabama.

Thrall’s History o f Texas, 1883, says it was

“ organized in i 8 y j .”
inaccuracy

This is an error.

But it is not the only

the reverend historian has fallen

into regarding

Shackelford county, and as this synopsis is intended to be noth

ing but truthful, backed by personal knowledge and accessible
records, the writer may be pardoned this seeming pedantry.
Under authority o f the act o f creation the boundaries o f the
county were established as fo llo w s: Beginning at the northwest
corner o f Buchanan (now Stephens) county; on the south line o f
Throckmorton county; thence due west thirty m iles; thence
due south thirty miles ; thence due east to the southwest corner
o f said Buchanan (now Stephens) coun ty; thence north with the
west line o f said county to the beginning, making thirty miles
square, or an area o f nine hundred (900) square miles.

By an

act o f the Legislature, February 14, 1860, Shackelford was at
tached to Palo Pinto county for judicial purposes, and by a simi
lar enactment May 1, 1874, it was attached to Jack county. T he
expense and inconvenience o f traveling to court so far, Jacksboro being eighty miles distant, became burdensome to the citi
zens generally, and especially to those obliged to have litigation,
that a resolution to organize was formed, and the necessary pe
tition subscribed.

After the election and qualification o f officers

the first meeting o f the county commissioners’ court was held in
Fort Griffin, on the twenty-eighth day o f September, 1874.

By

proclamation o f Governor Richard Coke, dated October 12,
1874, Fort Griffin was designated as the county seat pro tern.
A n election for the permanent location o f the county seat was
held November 8, 1874, and resulted in the choice o f the
northeast quarter o f section number one o f the Blind Asylum
surveys, on which the town o f Albany is built.

SOIL AND CLIMATE.

T he surface o f the soil undulates from east to west, ascending
in the latter direction, and at some points rises to such eminence
as to be called mountainous. T he valley lands are o f a rich, sandy
loam, while the elevated plateaus o f table lands are o f a lighter
soil, and well adapted to the production o f abundant yields o f
small grain.

T he mesquite valley lands bordering on the

streams wherever cultivated, have proved to be the most remuner
ative for agricultural purposes.

The health o f the county is no

doubt attributable to its geographical location ; being on the 32°
parallel o f latitude, and near the 99° o f west longitude, there is
no healthier county in the United States.

This is not surprising

when we remember that during the winter the temperature
ranges from 45 to 65 degrees, according to Fahrenheit thermo
meter, and seldom registers as low as the freezing point, ex
cept during the occasional northers, and then not longer than one
to three days duration.

The summer months are remarkably

cool, especially during the night time, and the absence o f those
incessant pests o f the south, the mosquitoes, enhance the refresh
ing enjoyment o f balmy sleep.

From early spring to the close o f

autumn there is a continuous breeze, night and day, from the

south, which takes its flight from the Gulf o f M exico,
medical profession and other scientists however, attribute
incomparable salubrity to the quality o f the waters o f this count}
o f which I will have something to say under that head.

LANDS AND LAND TITLES.
By the articles o f annexation under which the R epublic o f
Texas became one o f the States o f the Union, it was stipulated
among other things, “ and shall also retain all the vacant and
unappropriated lands lying within its limits,” thus giving the
State o f Texas an advantage over her sisters, the absolute residu
ary sovereignty o f the public domain within her boundaries.
Original title is acquired by letters patent from the State, no mat
ter by what class o f scrip or certificate the land may have been
located.

Shackelford county lands are owned principally by

original grantees from the State, and land litigation in our courts
forms but a fraction o f the legal practice.

There are few old

surveys that have changed hands in the last five years, on ac
count o f the great demand for the State lands in this county,
which have been surveyed for the university, public schools and
asylums o f the State.
The Franco-Texan Land Company owns a large body o f finely
watered lands in the southwest o f the county.

The Peters’ colony

lands in the eastern and northeastern part o f the county are rich
and productive, and naturally the choicest tracts, having been
surveyed at an early day, when the locators for the company had
all West Texas to select from ; the contract o f the company known
as The Texan Emigration and Land Company with the State not
limiting locations to any county boundary lines.

These lands

can be purchased at three dollars to five dollars per acre, on
three, four and five years time, and in tracts o f one hundred and
sixty acres and upwards. O f the various products o f these lands
and the quantity to the acre, space further on is specially dedi
cated.

W A TE R .
N o map o f the State or county that has yet been published
can adequately convey the immensity o f the quantity o f pure,
living water that courses like so many limpid arteries through the
body o f Shackelford county.

The Clear Fork o f the Brazos

river enters the western boundary line o f the county near old
Fort Phantom H ill, and meanders through the northern part o f
the county, touching at Fort Griffin.

T he following creeks pay

tribute to this bold stream : On the west and north Deadman,
Spring, Chimney, Long, Bluff, Swager, Fish, Collins and Foyle.
The central, southern and eastern part o f the county is watered
by Hubbard, Battle and Deep creeks, and their many lesser

tributaries, such as North Prong o f Hubbard creek, on which
Albany, the county seat, stands; Salt Prong, Post Oak and In 
dian creeks.

By the term “ livin g w ater,” is meant that which

runs the year round, and may seem incredible in a country not
boasting o f regular rain seasons, but is a fact nevertheless, the
supply o f running water being continuously furnished from the
innumerable springs in which the sides and beds o f these streams
abound.

One o f these springs on the ranch o f I. M. Chism,

on the Salt Prong, three miles south o f Albany, is destined to
becom e famous, having already a local notoriety for the m edi
cinal properties o f its water.

There is an abundance o f fish in

these creeks, embracing almost all the fresh water species, such
as black bass, perch, catfish, eels, etc.

It is a rare occurrence to

fail to find good drinking water by digging a depth o f twentyfive feet, and many o f the wells in Albany with from five to
ten feet o f water in them now are less than twenty feet in depth.

TIMBER AND WOOD.
T he principal creeks o f the county are fringed in many places
wi^Ta dense growth o f stately trees.

Those acquiring sufficient

dimensions to be utilized for building purposes consisting o f d m ,
cottonwood and p eca n ; the lesser growths, such as mesquite,
pastoak, hackberry, etc., being used for fencing and fuel.

But

the purposes for which these timbers have been used by the
pioneers o f the frontier, are being replaced by the inventions o f
modern progress.

T he ponderous fort-like log cabin with clap

board roof, and surrounded by a stockade built for the double
purpose o f protection to man and beast, has given way to the
neat, commodious dwelling with artistic design, flower garden
front, and white paling enclosure.

Fencing is nearly all done

now with rock and wire, and consequently the supply o f w ood
for fuel is plentiful and in no danger o f being exhausted for
years hence.

mM RRALS.
O f the value o f the many hidden treasures beneath the vari
ous surfaces o f the

soil, it would be difficult to conjecture.

R ock , gypsum, and coal, are the principal minerals, if the for
mer may be correctly classed as a mineral, that have been profit
ably developed as possessing sufficient value and existing in
quantity to warrant a safe and money-making investment.

Coal

has been found in several places in the county, by parties dig
ging wells, who had no
w ho

invariably

closed

vent o f capitalists.

expectation
up their

of

striking

“ find” to

await

coal, and
the ad_

Native coal is used in most offices and

residences o f Albany, and in quality equals the McAllister coal
o f the Indian Territory.

It is o f the bituminous formation and

highly recommended by blacksmiths for use in their shops, es

pecially in heating for welding purposes.

W hen it is remem

bered that limestone is the principal rock found here, it is n< t
surprising that gypsum exists in large quantities, and in close
connection with the streams.

T he gypsum, by subjection to the

process o f extracting the sulphuric acid it contains, can be made
to produce an excellent article o f plaster o f Paris.

T he rock

found in Shackelford county has already acquired a State reputa
tion.

Limestone, sandstone, and granite are the kinds m oT

abundant.

W hen the question o f material to be used in the

building o f the State Capitol was discussed in 1883', a large
dressed rock was sent to Austin from Shackelford county, and,
on a test being applied, proved it possessed several pounds more
pressure to the square foot than any other rock examined.

Yet

strange to say, it came nearly being decided that Indiana rock
should be used!

In the summer o f 1882 several hundred thous

and tons o f this rock was shipped to Houston, and the massive
bridge piers and solid thoroughfares o f that city attest the beauty
and durability o f Shackelford county rock.

STOCK RAISING
W hich heretofore was the exclusive business o f this section,
and limited to the raising o f cattle only, is no longer a m onopoly
o f the soil, and is being curtailed every year by the steady ad
vancement o f farming interests, increased by the influx o f popu
lation, as well as becom ing also adopted by the older settlers.
Let it not be understood that farming is destined to swallow up
stock raising in this county.

On the contrary, the peculiar di

versity o f the soil, and proportioned adaptability to both inter
ests, render it important that they should go hand in hand to
prosperity.

Stock raising in Shackelford county now includes

many animals and breeds thereof.

A m ong cattle the native

broad-horn is becom ing decimated by crosses o f Durham, Jer
sey, Holstein and Hereford.

T he mustang blood o f the cow

pony is undergoing steady amalgamation with the more tractable
Norman and Percheron.

T he mule, that much abused yet use

ful animal, finds a careful master here, and mule raising, although
in its infancy, will soon be a source o f profit to ranchmen.
Sheep, goats and hogs o f improved and imported breeds, are
also being added to the native stock.

CATTLE.
T he past history o f men who acquired fortunes from this in
dustry, can never again be repeated.

Men who boasted o f herds

grazing upon a thousand hills, and did not own enough o f land
on which to lay their heads, belonged to the free-grass era o f
Texas, and are no more.
cattle business.

A revolution has taken place in the

T he men, the cattle, the grass and water are all

h ere; but oh ! under what changed circumstances !

Call them

bullionaires, cattle barons, or cow-punchers, what you m a y ; the
men who make m oney raising cattle in these days require m ore
than ordinary intelligence.

new calculation has to be m ade

by the cattlemen, viz: T he land being either owned or leased,
the number o f head their pastures can maintain the year round,
and the quantity o f beeves that can be “ rounded up” for marke t
in condition to control top prices, form no inconsiderable part o f
the basis o f profitabie cattle raising under the new regime. So long
as the lands o f Shackelford county can be purchased at the present
prevailing figures, stock raising will be the principal industry.
T en years ago there were not twenty head o f im proved cattle
in this county, to-day, (January, 1886,) they can be numbered
by thousands.

W hen the first shipment o f Durhams arrived

here it was only as an experiment, and the native cattlemen
were rather timid o f investment.

After a few months o f a c c li

matization the Durhams fattened and improved on the same range
with the broad-horns, and since, the Jerseys, Herefords and H olsteins have been introduced, and are doing finely on the open
range.

^

Aside from the usefulness o f the thorough bred cattle, when
crossed with the native, as gentle milkers and breeders, the enhm cem ent o f the value o f their b eef increase, is their solid
worth to the owner.
Mr. J. B. Matthews, w ho lives on the Clear Fork, in this
county, informed the writer that his half-breed Durham beeves
exceeded in weight the native b eef steers o f the same age, by
fully one-half.

Mr. M. is one o f the oldest cattlemen in the

county, and combines farming with stock-raising.

HORSES AHD MULES.

A s before intimated, blooded horses are forming an import
ant element in the

business o f

stock-raising in this county.

W nile several citizens boasted o f fi le roadsters at all times,
the taste for fine stock has only in the past few years generallydeveloped itself, and now Shackelford county has not only a
State, but National reputation for raising fine horses.
importation by the Northwest Texas

Since the

Horse Company o f full

blood Norman stock, in 1883, the raising o f horses for other
markets has becom e a steadily increasing business, and is not
confined to one or two companies or firms.

Several car loads

were shipped during the past year to the States o f Mississippi,
Alabama, Tennessee and the Carolinas, while many bunches
were specially selected and driven to Kansas under contracts.
Mr. Samuel Dillar, o f Decatur, Illinois, a prospecting capital
ist on a tour in Texas, in

1885,

expressed his surprise at

the great development o f graded animals in Shackelford county,

am ong cattle and horses, noting specially the large bones and
muscles o f the graded stock.

But scientific stock-raisers, who

becom e acquainted with the grasses and water o f this range,
can readily account for the large size o f the animals.

Limestone

water, and grasses from the soil whose substratum is limestone,
are the properties that enter largely into the formation o f quan
tity and quality o f bone and muscle in horses and other ani
mals.

Mule-raising is attracting the attention o f horse-raisers in

this section, and the wonder is that there are not more o f these use
ful animals raised here. N o one can remember at any time in the
past twenty years, that there was not a demand for mules in the
Southern States.

They are easily raised in this section, and the

man who owns fifteen or twenty head o f native mares and a
good imported jack, has the starter to accumulate a small for
tune in a few years.

SHEEP

H ave becom e a profitable investment in the live stock line,
and w ool forms an increasing article o f export from this county.
Since the explosion o f the theory advanced by interested parties
some years back, that sheep were injurious to the cattle range,
many ranchmen have added sheep raising to their other indus
tries.

T o give an idea o f the importance o f this industry,

Shackelford county shipped, o f the w ool clip o f 1885, over a
half million o f pounds o f

w ool.

Some sheep owners with

whom the writer conversed, agree that a six hundred and forty
acre tract o f land, one section, is sufficient to graze one thous
and head o f sheep the year ro u n d ; while others estimate one
acre to the head would furnish ample range to keep sheep in
good condition.

T he climate is peculiarly adapted to raising

fine grades o f sheep, and, as a result, a high price for their
w ool.

T he original M exican stock first driven to this county, in

1877, are now extinct by the system o f breeding from imported
Merino stocks.

T he lambing season, the time ewes and off

spring require the most attention and care, is usually warm
weather, and no losses occur from its inclemency.
T he annual drop, or “ lamb crop” averages ninety per cent.,
and some flockmasters report over one hundred per cent, which o f
course included twins and triplets.

T he w ool clip averages five

to nine pounds per head according to grade o f the sheep.

With

the average market price o f w ool for the past,three years, coup
led wfith an upward tendency for 1886, it does not require much
mathematical ability to solve the problem, is there money in
sheep ?

GOATS AND HOGS.

Goats have a peculiar value to the small ranchmen as an ar
ticle o f food, and for that purpose have been tolerated by the
larger stock-raisers.

In warm weather especially, when beef

spoils so quickly, a kid fills the bill, and saves the owner the ex
pense o f slaughtering a beef, steer or-cow .

Not a few have en

gaged in grading the goats, by importing fine Angoras, and the
experiment is proving remunerative, their mohair commanding
as high as one dollar per pound.
H ogs contribute largely to the necessaries o f the farm and
ranch, and are being improved by the fancy breeds o f Poland
China and Berkshire.

Many o f the farmers and ranchmen pro

duce here sufficient pork for their own consumption, and some
in excess which they send to market, but the excess is not suffi
cient to supply the demand.

The day is not distant, however,

when the thousands o f dollars now leaving Shackelford county
annually for bacon and hams, will remain at home in the hands
o f her own producers.
Before closing this necessarily brief synopsis o f the live stock
interests o f Shackelford county, it may be well to note that none
o f the diseases peculiar to the animals mentioned have ever ap
peared in such form as to be dignified by the term epidemic.

FARMING.

A large percentage o f the agricultural lands o f the county is
being broken up each year, and to say with profitable results is
a m ild way o f expressing it.

T he tillers o f the soil o f Shack

elford county, as a class, cannot be called farmers exclusively, be
cause among those most successful last year in raising the prin
cipal cereals are found some o f the largest stockm en; confirm
ing what has heretofore been remarked about the combination
o f both industries.

Usually in the description o f the products

o f a new country, the imagination o f the writer becomes a p o
tent and convenient factor in the production o f figures as to
acreage and yield.

This is an exception to that rule, for the

reason that the editors o f The Albany News kept a record and
samples at their office o f the quantities and qualities o f grain
and other products raised in this county in the year 1885, with
the names o f the parties attached, which are given below for the
benefit o f any reader who may be a “ doubting Thom as,” and
require further information as to the truth o f the facts herein
contained.

CORN, WHEAT AND OATS,
eat is the most valuable crop, and makes a good yield in
th valley lands and uplands.

W m . M. Parish raised on his

eep creek farm forty (40) bushels to the acre o f Nicaragua
heat, and it weighed out seventy pounds to the measured
ushel; he also raised eighty-seven (87) bushels o f oats to the
ere, which weighed forty-eight (48) pounds to the bushel.

S.

ill, o f D eep creek, raised twenty-five (25) bushels o f wheat
,fte acre, and seventy-four (74) bushels o f oats to the acre.
. 1883, S. W ebb, now o f Albany, raised on Mr. Bull’s farm
/nirtv-five (35) bushels o f wheat to the acre.

J. B. Matthews,

o f Clear Fork, raised thirty (30) bushels o f red wheat to the acre.
P. I. Hetich, o f D eep creek, raised seventy (fO) bushels o f oats to
the acre.

H e is a farmer lately from Ohio.

F. P. Turner, o f

Battle creek, raised twenty-five (25) bushels o f white amber
wheat to the acre.

Hay and Duncan, stock-raisers, five miles

south o f Albany, raised twenty (20) bushels white wheat to the
acre, and twenty-eight (28) bushels white barley to the acre.
Judge J. C. Lynch, Hubbard creek, an old and successful stockman, raised on his home place forty (40) bushels large red corn
to the acre.

I. M. Chism, Salt Prong, raised twenty-five (25)

bushels white corn, on sod broke last spring, twenty-five (25)
bushels Mediterranean wheat, and seventy (70) bushels o f oats
to the acre.

Ex-County Judge C. K . Stribling, near Fort Grif

fin, raised thirty-eight (38) bushels o f red May wheat to the
acre.

Stephens & Hassard, North Prong o f Hubbard, raised

thirty (30) bushels o f wheat to the acre.

G. W . Green, H u b

bard creek, raised twenty-eight (28) bushels wheat to the acre,
and six hundred and fifty (650) bushels o f oats from nine (9)
acres newly broken land.

John Kane, near Hulltown, raised

twenty (20) bushels to the acre, red Mediterranean w h eat; and
his neighbor, W . T . Jones, raised the same quantity.

Bud Rose,

Hubbard creek, raised twenty (20) bushels wheat to the acre,
on sod broke in April, 1885.

Joe N ixon, near Albany, raised

twenty (20) bushels wheat to the acre. Samples o f these grains
can be seen among the exhibits o f Shackelford county, at the
great N ew Orleans Exposition, and the London Exhibition o f
1886, proof positive that this part o f Texas is well adapted to
farming.

OTHER FARM PRODUCTS.
Millet is a most prolific article, and produces two to three crops
each season.
passed.

For fattening all kinds o f stock it can’t be sur

Sorghum is another article o f importance, not only for

the molasses made from it, but the stalk when saved is an excel
lent winter food for stock.

J. S. Burnham, near Albany, last

year, produced sorghum with stalks twelve feet high, on a v o l
unteer second crop.

Cotton has been planted in several parts o f

the county and realized a good yield; last year’ s being over a
half a bale to the acre.

Irish and sweet potatoes are another

source o f remunerative planting, and in fact everything raised in
an agricultural country flourishes in this new soil, and without fur
ther preparation than good ploughing.

Think o f this, ye toilers

on the exhausted lands o f the older States!

N o guano, bone

dust or other fertilizer that eats up the profits o f the farm, are
needed or thought o f here.
Another fact in this connection that should not be lost sight
of, that is, there is no rotation in cropping yet established here.
T he same soil producing the same crop each year, and increas
ing in yield.

Vegetables o f all kinds grow in abundance, and

reward those who bestow time and management in their growth.
A m ong the many experiments in fruit trees, the peach is the fa
vorite.

Grapes and apricots thrive well, and as for melons, the

seed can be sown broadcast and will bring forth a good crop
anywhere in the county.

WEALTH.
N o better evidence o f the prosperity o f the county can be
furnished than by a comparison o f the taxable values for the
past five years.

The following figures are taken from the Coun

ty Assessor’s rolls for each year.
Assessed value for 1 8 8 1 ,................................... $
Assessed value for 1 8 8 2 ,.....................................
Assessed value for 1 8 8 3 ,....................................
Assessed value for 1 8 8 4 ,....................................
Assessed value lor 1 8 8 5 ,....................................

755,263
1,037,300
1,783,302
2,152,104
2,367,821

00
00
00
00
00

T he rolls for 1886 when completed, will no doubt foot up
to nearly three millions.

The court house was completed in

1884, at a cost o f nearly sixty thousand dollars.

In 1885 an

iron bridge was constructed over the Clear Fork o f the Brazos,
at Fort Griffin, at a cost o f over eight thousand dollars.

TAXATION.
This is an item o f

expense which the prospective settlers

should take into account.

W ith a full and complete provision

made for the payment o f court house and bridge bonds as they
mature, and payment o f interest as it accrues, yet the county tax
for the year 1885 was only four-fifths o f one per cent., one-half
o f which tax is levied on account o f said bonded debt, or in
other words the county tax for current county expenses is forty
cents on the one hundred dollars assessed valuation o f property.

COUNTY PROPERTY.
Besides the court house and iron bridge above referred to, the
county owns a substantial two-story rock jail, with chilled iron
cages ; a comm odious school house in Albany, and four town
lots surrounding i t ; a house and one hundred and sixty acres o f

lan<J three miles east o f Albany, intended for a poor farm, when
ever the county needs such a public charity.
A lso seventeen
thousand seven hundred and twelve (17,712) acres o f fine pas
ture and agricultural lands in M otley county, Texas, a donation
from the State for county educational purposes. A ll o f the above
enumerated property without encumbrance, and clear title.

POPULATION.
T he United States census o f 1880, gave the population o f this
county at 2087.

From a careful investigation o f the most reli

able data, it would be safe to estimate the population o f the
county at present (January 1886) in round figures at 5000, show 
ing the increase to have doubled in the short time o f five years.

TOWNS.
The towns o f the county are Albany, the county seat, situated
near the centre; Fort Griffin, on the Clear Fork o f the Brazos,
near the northern boundary lin e; Hulltown, on the Texas Cen
tral Railway, in the southeast o f the county; and Rising Sun,
on Deadman creek, in the west, near the line o f Jones county,
all located conveniently for the citizens o f their respective sur
rounding country, with churches, schools and post-offices, and
favorably located to be important towns.

ALBANY, THE COUNTY SEAT,
Is situated three miles east o f the geographical centre o f the
county, and has been always the permanent county seat, and not
Fort Griffin, as Mr. Thrall has it in his history o f Texas.

The

original town plot consisted o f forty acres off the southeast corner
o f the northeast quarter section number one, Blind Asylum sur
veys, but the town extended in all directions, and now covers
several hundred acres.

Since the first public sale o f town lots

in August, 1875, the town has steadily increased in all that
goes to make a prosperous little city, until it can now boast o f
fifteen hundred (1500) population. The writer can vividly con
trast the Albany o f ten years ago with that o f the present; but
to note its many vicissitudes from infancy to its present sturdy
growth w ould be tedious and inappropriate here ; suffice to men
tion some o f the prominent features o f its past and present his
tory, and to take a slight peep behind the silver lining o f its
brilliant future.

By the liberality and far-seeing judgment o f the

founders o f the town, ample provision was made for the nucleus
o f a large and populous city.

Court square is 420 feet square;

all streets laid o ff by the compass, 100 feet wide, and intersected
by alleys 20 feet wide, running parallel north, south, east and
west.

Bane’s, Railroad, Jacob’s and N ixon’s, are the additions

to the town, and are picturesque sites, eligibly and conveniently
located.

Stately residences o f costly finish and well proportion

ed dimensions are being added to beautify the suburbs, while in
the business part o f town, the continuous erection o f rock build
ings attest the progress that is everywhere manifest.

T he town

possesses all the facilities for transacting commercial business.
Banks, both national and private; railroad, express, and tele
graph offices; land agents, lawyers, physicians, and all the pro
fessions, trades and callings, are represented.

Our merchants

transact, aside from their other business, considerable commis
sion and forwarding.

Albany being the terminus o f the Texas

Central Railway, horses, beef cattle, muttons, hides, bones, w ool,
pecans, and all other articles o f export are shipped from here.
The Albany N ews is published every Thursday, and is always
on the alert to give the latest news, as well as valuable statisti
cal information.
The offices o f the M onroe Cattle Company, Salt W orks Cat
tle Company, Ralls County Cattle Company, Northwest Texas
Horse Company, Albany Fair Grounds Association, all hom e
institutions, are located in A lban y;

also the Albany W ater

W orks Company, and the Albany M ill Company.

T he latter o f

recent organization, composed o f citizens o f the county only, and
with a capital stock o f $25,000, twenty per cent, o f which is paid,
machinery contracted for, and will be in operation to grind the
crop o f 1886.

A woolen mill is the next enterprise on the tapis,

and from the present indications, it will materialize in the near
future.

RAILROADS.
From the present appearances the Central will not extend
from here for some time.

There is a standing bona fid e offer o f

fifty thousand dollars, and right o f way through Shackelford
and Throckmorton counties to the first railway company that will
connect A lbany direct with the northern routes.

Several roads

are pointing in this direction with a view to secure this hand
some bonus, and find a paying traffic route to the seaboard. T he
Kansas City, Fort Scott and G ulf Railway Company having re
cently been granted right o f way through the Indian Territory,
is making rapid strides to “ get there, E li.”

SCHOOLS.
There are ten established schools in the county, including the
public graded school o f Albany. The town o f Albany is incor
porated, under an act o f the Legislature, for school purposes, and
controls educational affairs within the incorporated limits.

The

communities are known as the Griffin, white and co lo re d ; H ub
bard creek, two sch ools;

Deep creek, two sch ools;

Rising Sun, and Albany, colored.

Postoak,

The registered scholars for

the last quarter o f 1885, in attendance, were four hundred and
forty (440) o f which
registered

two

number

hundred and

the

Albany

one (201.)

Graded

S chool

This school has

an

efficient

and four
airy,

corps

o f teachers,

assistant teachers.

and

equipped

paraphernalia,

with

including

composed

T he
useful
charts,

of

a

principal

building is spacious and
furniture,
maps,

and

etc.

complete
A

branch

o f the State Normal School held its session here in the summer
o f 1885, and before adjourning, the principal, Professor Gilles
pie, joined by the other visiting teachers, in an unanimous reso
lution complimented Albany for its excellent school building and
appurtenances, and recommended to the State Superintendent o f
Education that Albany be chosen as the place to hold the next
meetings o f the State Normal School.

CHURCHES.
T he devoutly inclined will find suitable houses o f worship
here.

There are three denominations, who have fine church

buildings in Albany, and resident pastors:
Methodists and Baptists.

T he Presbyterians,

Preachers o f other denominations fill

appointments here regularly, and through the courtesy 0 f the re
sident pastors, occupy their respective pulpits.

SOCIETY.
L ike all new countries, Shackelford county is peopled with
different nationalities, bringing with them the peculiarities o f the
different countries and localities o f their birth.

There is scarce

ly a State in the Union not represented among the yeomanry o f
this cou n ty; but it is a noticeable fact there is no question raised
as to any man’s antecedents, for the purpose o f sectional likes
or dislikes.

N o county or State can boast o f a more liberal

minded people, or a people more willing to accord to each other
the full liberty o f religious worship or political preference.

No

ostracism on account o f hailing from Maine or California, from
Massachusetts or

South C arolina;

or

whether he voted for

Cleveland or Blaine; these matters being strictly p erson a l to the
individual, and as such are regarded with decent respect.
The benevolent, social, dramatic and literary organization o f
A lbany, and

the membership o f which they are com posed,

w ould reflect credit and lustre o n any city in the country.

R e

gular meetings are held by the Masons, Odd Fellows, Knights
o f Pythias, G ood Templars, Social Club, and Chautauqua Lite
rary and Scientific Circle.
A s the best evidence o f the people here being law-abiding,
mention o f our county jail being without a prisoner confined
within its walls, since last term o f the District Court, in Septem
ber, 1885, may be made with honest and commendable pride*
N o one seeking a home for himself and family has ever deserted
Shackelford after

seeing for

society o f her people.

himself, and experiencing the
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