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■ ̂ Ŝ -iy.'-o'-ii***&%'awga I-:J-±*_l.-̂ 'i’ L »•• * • i . ; ■■A-$$teM&M6M

i^vav

*7 ,---- r\-̂ .*5 t / ̂ S f tr ->tHi  ̂ : Oggggjr̂ - j

j* BiS
|“n Sei

B
BE 2■

5 |22HI

s S h



construction could begin. A stern schedule had to 
be maintained if everything were to be ready by 
opening date of April 6, 1968. Almost at once 
HemisFair began to dominate the thinking of 
everyone in and around San Antonio. No job ap
peared too big, no hours too long, no obstacle too 
great to deter the people from their deadline.

Scant weeks before the gates to HemisFair 
were to open, the construction site buzzed with

unabated activity as workmen struggled to make 
up time lost through adverse weather conditions. 
To them, April 6 seemed like the day after tomor
row! But while skeptics shook their heads, bull
dozers continued to bite into the earth, carpenters 
swung their hammers a little faster, and concrete 
masons tirelessly plied their skills. The deadline 
would be met.

HemisFair ’68 will be a 184-day official world

eir deadline, transforming this
ings into a 92-acre tract of func 
Duse of the Tower of the Americas in 
proaching the 200-foot level, roughly

of the way to the top where it will serve as a 
ng restaurant and observation deck. Final con- 

truction is being made on the Institute of Texas Cul- 
res, top right; the U. S. Pavilion, the round building 

;ht center; and the Civic Center, at left of the 
r. Also, construction is nearing completion on a 
story hotel at left center. The round building in 

nd is La Villita Assembly Hall and not a 
part of HemisFair. Exotic landscaping has been added 
throughout the grounds and all is in readiness for the 
opening of the 184-day exposition.

These artist’s renditions show something of what HemisFair ’68 
will look to the visitor. Above is the Tower of the Americas and 
at right is HemisFair as seen in relation to downtown San Antonio.

[ |ome wasn’t built in a day. Neither was 
HemisFair ’68. But the speed with which a portion 
of downtown San Antonio, Texas, was transformed 
from an unsightly slum area to a showcase setting 
for an international exposition represents something 
of a construction miracle.

Gleaming and beautiful as well as exotic and 
functional, the 92 acres silently reflect man’s engi
neering ingenuity.

From the start, there were those who said it 
couldn’t be done. But there also were those who 
resolutely set their course toward accomplishing the 
impossible. That so much was accomplished in so 
short a time is further evidence of the dedication, 
foresight and tenacity of those who conceived the 
idea of a World’s Fair in Southwest Texas.

The concept of HemisFair arose in 1962 when 
a number of the city’s distinguished civic leaders 
sought a way to honor Mexico and the countries of 
Central and South America. Business and industrial 
leaders quickly took up the call and lent their uni
fied support.

Studies were made on the economic feasibility 
of such an undertaking and when favorable reports 
began to come in, a feeling of determination and 
solidarity became evident among the city’s popu
lace. Citizens quickly approved a $30 million bond 
issue and the project was off the ground.

But time had begun to run out before actual

hemi§fair — cnlii
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m*es on
exposition, running April 6 through October 6, on a 
92.6-acre plot of land adjacent to downtown San 
Antonio. The famed Alamo lies but 200 yards off 
the perimeter. The land, reclaimed through Urban 
Renewal Agency funds, has been transformed into 
a veritable dream world of gleaming new structures, 
tranquil waterways, and exotic landscaping.

HemisFair has been officially sanctioned by the 
Bureau of International Expositions, a 33-nation

r e v i e w
treaty organization that governs the frequency, 
location and quality of world expositions. As the 
first World’s Fair ever scheduled in the southern 
half of the United States, HemisFair promises “the 
flamboyance of a fiesta, the inspiration of man’s art, 
the marvel of his accomplishments in science and 
industry, the fun of a Fair.” It also promises “a pene
trating look into the cultures of the Western Hemis
phere and their legacy from the Old World,” all

VSI
Planning to attend HemisFair but don’t know where

stranger in the Alamo city and need help in finalizing 
your trip plans, VSI is your best source. The address is

to stay?
Visitor Services, Inc., a non-profit corporation de

signed to aid you, the visitor, stands ready to help with 
your trip to San Antonio and the HemisFair celebration 
this summer.

VSI, created by the City of San Antonio, the San 
Antonio Chamber of Commerce, and HemisFair, provides 
without charge a central services source for HemisFair 
tickets, lodging and other information. If you are a

V isitor Services, Inc.
P. O. D raw er H 

San Anton io, Texas 7 8 2 0 6

VSI pledges to provide "the highest standard of ser
vice, equal treatment for all, fair and reasonable prices, 
and genuine courtesy to everyone.”  In addition to a 
brochure giving accommodations and rates, VSI also will 
send you an attractive pamphlet showing other attrac
tions in and around San Antonio.



captured in the HemisFair theme “The Confluence 
of Civilizations in the Americas.”

If that in itself weren’t enough excuse to stage 
a World’s Fair, San Antonio had another reason up 
her sleeve. This year marks the city’s 250th birthday 
and she wants the world to help her celebrate!

Both attendance projection figures and ad
vanced ticket sales indicate there will be no short
age of guests for the summer-long party. Economic 
Research Associates of Los Angeles as early as 1963 
estimated an attendance of 7M million, and many 
others have since upped that figure to what they 
believe to be a conservative 11 million.

That’s a lot of company to drop in during a 
summer, but San Antonio plans to have a cake 
large enough for all.

It will be a hard-to-please fair-goer who fails 
to realize full value of his $2 entrance charge. No 
expense has been spared to provide outstanding 
facilities to entertain and enlighten the visitor.

The most visible symbol of HemisFair is its 
theme structure — the Tower of the Americas. This 
imposing 622-foot tall structure, built at a cost of 
$5.5 million and financed through general obliga
tion bonds voted by the residents of the city, stands 
in practically the geographical center of the Hemis
Fair site.

The Tower, 52 feet taller than San Jacinto 
Monument and 67 feet higher than the Washing
ton Monument, features a revolving restaurant at 
the 550-foot level. The doughnut-shaped dining 
room with a capacity of 312 persons, will make one 
complete revolution every hour, affording its pa
trons a panoramic view of San Antonio and the 
South Texas countryside up to 100 miles.

The larger of two observation decks atop the 
Tower of the Americas is located at the 579-foot 
level and capable of holding 500 persons comfort
ably. The open top deck, with a capacity of 340 
persons, is located at 605 feet. Three glass-fronted, 
outside elevators will carry 27 persons each from 
the ground to the top level in 43 seconds.

Like the Tower of the Americas, many of the 
HemisFair buildings will remain after the Fair has 
run its course, leaving San Antonio a sizeable con
centration of civic structures. One of the most im
portant to the city’s future is the $10.5 million Civic 
Center, a magnificent three-building complex domi
nating the northwest quadrant of the Fair site.

A highly versatile convention hall-arena, large 
enough to accommodate 95 percent of the conven
tions scheduled in the nation, is easily adaptable 
for trade shows, concerts, stage shows, expositions, 
ice shows, sports events, circuses and many other

Trees were spared whenever possible as construction pro
gressed on the Tower, top left photo, and other structures.

Flags of the American nations flutter in front of HemisFair 
headquarters, an old German-English school, at bottom left.

types of performances. It also features 10,500 seats 
beneath its 10-story acoustical ceiling.

The Civic Center’s classic theater combines 
beauty with practicality. Featuring a continental 
arrangement, its facilities include a rehearsal hall 
with full services, elevators, and spacious private 
reception accommodations. Its 2,800 seats are fully 
upholstered.

The third phase of the complex is a gigantic, 
200,000-square-foot exhibit building.

Texas will be afforded an opportunity to tell 
the story of her colorful history through one of the 
most exciting structures on the HemisFair site — the

4
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Diverted route of San Antonio River, above right, will take 
visitors into HemisFair grounds via gondola and river boat.

Construction was nearing completion in early February on 
the gleaming white marble Federal Pavilion at bottom right.

$10 million Institute of Texas Cultures. This three- 
level building, nestled within a sculptured embank
ment on four sides and dominating the southeast 
comer of the exposition site, features a soaring 
projection dome where films will play on 52 screens 
all around the overhead walls.

A 40,000-square-foot arena of the Institute will 
present the story of some 26 Texas ethnic groups 
and the important roles they played in the history 
of the Lone Star State. Through the dramatic use 
of various sound and graphics media, this exciting 
history will be told in tracing the eras of cattle, oil 
and space, while debunking many of the myths

associated with Texas.
R. Henderson Shuffler, director of the Institute, 

described the purpose of the building and its dis
play like this:

“Most Texans have absorbed  th e phony myths 
perpetrated  by  the popular m odern m edia. They  
think o f early Texans as a bunch o f hell-roaring 
bum pkins in buckskin who cam e brawling across 
the frontier, shoved the Indians and Mexicans out, 
and settled down to shooting each  other at high 
noon in front o f the village saloon.

“They are apt to picture the typical m odern  
Texan as a loud-m outhed w heeler-dealer in blue 
jeans and big  hats, who fe ll into a barrel o f oil and 
cam e up smelling like a millionaire. T hese are the 
popular conceptions o f Texans in too many parts 
o f the g lobe  — and tragically, they are often  the 
conceptions our own children learn and set out to 
imitate.

“It seem s to b e  about tim e to tell the truth 
about Texans, early and late. The truth happens to 
b e  just as colorful, just as fascinating, and trem en
dously m ore self-respecting than the myth. W e need  
to use the m odern means o f  communication to tell 
the truth as effectively as w e have the myth.”

Texas Governor John Connally, who is also 
Commissioner General of the exposition, said the 
Institute will be “a vital, new concept in education, 
one that will dynamically portray what all talents 
have done to build what we call Texas.”

The Institute building itself is 50 feet tall and 
measures 365 feet by 240 feet with a floor area of 
more than 145,000 square feet. Entry to the build
ing is gained by a bridge spanning a pool in which 
water flows from a series of tributary streams at 
one end over rapids to a quiet basin area at the 
other, culminating in a high, lofty fountain.

A striking new design for a theater structure 
and a totally new concept in wide-screen motion 
picture presentation will be featured in the United 
States pavilion at HemisFair. The principal feature 
of the two-building exhibit is a circular theater 
structure 195 feet in diameter and 70 feet high, and 
supplemented by a 20,000-square-foot Exhibit 
Pavilion located on the west side of the Fair site.

A 20-minute movie based on the theme of the 
exposition will be shown in Confluence Theater. 
The three-phase movie will examine “The Legacy,” 
“The Harvest,” and “The Promise” of American 
culture while first dividing the audience into three 
compartments before the walls lift to merge them 
into one group for the final phase shown on a 50 
by 150-foot screen.

HemisFair visitors who think of San Antonio

5



A new channel, center, will extend the San Antonio River 
from downtown San Antonio to the HemisFair site.

as a land-locked city may suffer illusions of being in 
Venice, Italy, upon first glimpse of the exposition 
site. Gondolas, dining barges, flowerboats and other 
members of the HemisFair armada will travel 
nearly a mile in a happy, haphazard trip around 
the perimeter of the Fair’s entertainment area. 
Rides will originate and terminate in a miniature 
lake, roughly 330 feet long by 210 feet wide and 
dominated by a huge fountain in the center.

Concerts, mariachis, flamenco dancers and 
other entertainers will utilize this method of trans
portation to bring their free performances to Fair 
visitors.

Other methods of transportation available to 
Fair-goers include a 7,000-foot-long minirail that 
conveniently ties together all areas of the 
exposition, a 1,400-foot-long skyride that 
lofts its riders 80 feet above the grounds, 
and miles of flower-lined footpaths.

Visitors need not be overly concerned 
with San Antonio’s searing summer sun as ap
proximately 75 percent of all walkways at Hemis
Fair will be shaded, thanks to an ambitious land
scaping program that has transformed the one-time 
industrial and residential area into a floral wonder
land of ground cover, shade trees, lagoons, foun
tains and sculpture.

While the site was richly en
dowed with some 1,500 mature trees, 
construction naturally depleted their 
ranks considerably. But added to the 
original assortment of pecan, hack- 
berry, tulip, avocado, Italian cypress, 
lime and orange trees have been some 
500 more specimens, mostly elm and 
live oak from the immediate Hill 
Country area. Some of these trans
plants required considerable engineer
ing feats to move the 40-foot-tall trees.

Other landscaping features de
signed to catch the eye of the visitor 
include a night garden with some 30 
or 40 varieties of night-blooming

The size of four football fields, Texas State Pavilion will be one 
of the most impressive structures at HemisFair ’68. The 365-foot

plants; a hemispheric gar
den with representative 
plants from every country 
in the hemisphere; and an 
aquatic garden in the lake 
and lagoon area.

PLAZOS DEL MUNDO,
foreign sector of HemisFair will 
house the official exhibits of 
many participating nations.



Major buildings in the ante-bellum government 
sector face on the international market plaza and 
are century-old dwellings with great architectural 
and historical significance. This architectural con
tinuity with the modernism of massive pavilions in 
other areas is achieved through the use of Hemis- 
Fair-constructed buildings that house official ex
hibits of participating nations.

Getting to this fantastic HemisFair site poses 
little problem. In fact, the Fair visitor enjoys a wide 
choice of transportation modes: he can walk from 
any major San Antonio hotel in a matter of minutes, 
or he can travel via gondola taxi on an extension 
of the fabled San Antonio River, arriving at the 
picturesque River Court near the Civic Center in
side the Fairgrounds. A 5,500-car parking lot on 
the perimeter of the site allows easy access to three 
entrance gates for those who prefer to travel by 
automobile.

The HemisFair site has been termed by Gov
ernor Connally as “the most exciting 92 acres in 
Texas.” It could provide you with the most exciting 
time of your life. ■

long, 64-foot high Institute of Texas Cultures will use exciting exhi
bition techniques to tell the story of Texas’ past, present and future.

HemisFair, of course, could not be a truly in
ternational exposition without the pavilions and 
exhibits of other nations. Here, visitors will take an 
instant trip around the world when they explore the 
tree-shaded paths of Las Plazas del Mundo, a 20- 
acre international village in which each participat
ing nation interprets the Confluence of Civilization 
theme in its own particular way.
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San Antonio, Texas, 
is accustomed to cele
brations. In fact, the 
city can whip up a party 
at the drop of a som
brero.

The fame of its an
nual week-long summer 
fiesta is widespread, and 
those who have attended 
attest to the city’s ability 
to stage a riproaring 
g o o d  t i me,  c r a m m e d  
with gaiety and excite
ment. But the occasion 
of its 250th birthday 
called for something big
ger . . . much bigger.
Why not, the city fathers 
reasoned, invite the world to a sum
mer-long birthday party?

Thus HemisFair ’68 was con
ceived, a gigantic international exposition to run 
184 days from April 6 to October 6. During that 
time, San Antonio will open its doors and its heart 
to millions of visitors . . . not only to the celebration 
of HemisFair, but to countless other historical at
tractions in and around the city.

Few cities in the western hemisphere can claim 
a richer or more glorious heritage than San Antonio. 
Here, where the rugged Texas hill country tumbles 
onto a broad coastal plain, and Gulf breezes 
temper both summer sun and winter winds, a small 
mission was founded in 1718. Mission San Antonio 
de Valero thrived on the headwaters of the San 
Antonio River, and another soon followed. By 1731 
there were five, and that same year settlers from 
the Canary Islands started a city next to the pre
sidio; and another “Little Village” soon appeared

near Mission de Valero.
San Antonio became 

first the seat of govern
ment for Spain in the 
Province of Texas, then 
Mexican, of course, after 
Mexico won her inde
pendence. As Texas, in 
turn, sought her free
dom, the former mission, 
now known as the Ala
mo, fell to the Mexican 
forces.

Actually, the Alamo 
— or Mission San An
tonio de Valero — was 
but one of five Francis
can missions established 
in the immediate area of 

what is now San Antonio. After es
tablishing the Alamo at a site chosen 
by Father Damian Massanet in 1691, 

Father Antonio Olivares moved it twice before set
tling at the present location. Construction of a two- 
story stone rectory — later to be known as the “Long 
Barrack” and destined to play an important role in 
the famous Battle of the Alamo — was begun in 
1744.

By 1794, civil authorities had assumed much 
of the governmental functions of the missions and 
their operations ceased. Mission San Antonio de 
Valero’s rectory became a barracks for Spanish 
soldiers from Alamo de Parras in Mexico.

Following Mexican independence from Spain, 
Texans of both Anglo and Mexican descent, finding 
it impossible to tolerate the practices of Dictator 
Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, took up arms and 
marched against the Mexican forces stationed in 
San Antonio. Gen. Martin Perfecto de Cos at the

San Jose, “Queen of the Missions,” is one attraction visitors to 
HemisFair will not want to miss during their trip to San Antonio.

A250CANDLE
BIRTHDAY 

PARTY
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Alamo tore down the arched roof of the chapel to 
construct a ramp for hauling cannon to the top. 
The battle, however, was fought in thp streets in 
December of 1835, and Cos was defeated.

The following February an infuriated Santa 
Anna led an army of something over 3,000 men into 
the city to crush the rebellion. The ensuing battle 
and its tragic outcome is known to all. Choosing 
death rather than surrender, slightly more than 180 
ill-equipped defenders of the Alamo died at their 
posts.

Today, HemisFair visitors will see the Alamo’s 
chapel, standing majestically as the Shrine of Texas 
Liberty. The foundation of the rectory of the 
ancient mission now encloses a pleasant courtyard.

Visitors to San Antonio will also want to see 
the city’s second mission — beautiful and ornate

Mission San Jose. This “Queen of Missions,” estab
lished in 1720, stands as the most complete mission 
establishment in the United States. Its famous Rose 
Window, five years in the making and recognized 
as the finest single piece of Spanish colonial orna
mentation in the nation, should be on each visitor’s 
agenda.

Mission Concepcion, one of three established 
in San Antonio in 1731, reflects the moorish influ
ence in early Spanish architecture. Remarkably 
well preserved, the mission conducts services on 
special occasions in the domed chapel where acous
tics are said to be nearly perfect.

San Juan Capistrano with its 3-bell belfry is 
noted for its simplicity of architectural design and 
although its outer walls and monks’ quarters have 
long since disappeared, regular services are con-

u



Mission La Purisima Concepcion de Acuna is another 
important item on the agenda of visitors to San Antonio.

Spanish Governors Palace, a luxurious mid-1700 home, rates 
high as an attraction for visitors to downtown San Antonio.

ducted in the church. Mission San Francisco de la 
Espada features an ancient aqueduct, still in use, 
which carries irrigation water over Piedras Creek 
from the San Antonio River.

Nestled in the shadows of modern skyscrapers, 
La Vallita offers the visitor another agenda “must.” 
The humble village built near the Alamo served as 
a settlement for the poor until the early 1800s when 
Spanish officials moved in to establish their fortified 
“quartel.” Mexican independence from Spain was 
declared here in 1811 as plots and counter-plots 
originated in the quartel. Mexican General Cos 
signed his surrender in the present Cos House, and 
Santa Anna later laid siege to the Alamo with 
artillery batteries placed in the village. Today, the 
restored homes serve as workshops and galleries for 
both ancient and modern arts and crafts.

Not all of San Antonio is ancient history. While 
she is justifiably proud of her heritage, she has 
zealously preserved the heirlooms of her varied an
cestry while adding a good many keepsakes of her 
own. Old-fashioned today only in manners and 
values, she has matured into a delightfully distinc
tive and modem city of nearly a million, generously 
endowed with plazas, parks and playgrounds.

To the uninitiated, a stroll along the Paseo del 
Rio opens vast new vistas of beauty, intrigue and 
romanticism. Here, just a step below the city’s 
bustling downtown commercial activities, lies a 
unique new city of old-world charm — the incom
parable River Walk. The San Antonio River, flow
ing placidly past flower-and-foliage bordered walks, 
lends a Venetian-like atmosphere complete with 
gondolas, water taxis, and quaint shops and gal
leries.

Paseo del Rio also offers a setting for exotic 
sidewalk cafes and restaurants, a gourmet’s leisure
ly delight. The tempo quickens at evening when, 
under the soft glow of aesthetic lighting, Paseo’s

exciting night clubs present their varied rhythmic 
fares. Party boats pause at the Arneson River 
Theatre for authentic presentations of Spanish and 
Mexican music and dances.

Sightseeing, too, is a part of Paseo del Rio’s 
picture. Historic La Villita and the Hertzberg Cir
cus Collection are but a step up the river bank . . . 
and the Alamo is but a single block east of the 
river bend. Two and three blocks respectively from 
the west end of Paseo are San Fernando Cathedral 
and the Governor’s Palace, two points of high 
priority on any visitor’s agenda.

Each Wednesday evening during the San An
tonio summers is observed as “Fun-tier Night,” an 
occasion that fills La Villita with the aroma of foods 
served chuck wagon style. The rhythm of jazz 
bands and the melody and comedy of the city’s 
International barbershop harmony champions fill 
the “Little Village” with an atmosphere of gaiety.

Visitors to San Antonio will also want to take 
in Fiesta N oche del Rio, observed four summertime 
evenings each week during the summer. A boat ride 
through downtown San Antonio is climaxed by a 
visit to the unique Arneson River Theatre where 
spectators are seated on tiered grass seats and 
treated to authentic music and dance of Spain and 
Mexico from the stage across the river.

Recreation - minded 
tourists to the city of the 
Alamo should encounter a 
minimum of difficulty in 
locating their favorite di
version. San Antonio loves 
her leisure and offers not 
only ideal weather condi
tions of mild winters and
pleasant summers but also

. j  , . r Witte Museum in Bracken-a wide choice of recrea- ridge Park popul(lr with
tional outlets. Included in visitors to San Antonio.



her 3,000 acres of playgrounds are four municipal 
golf courses, three lakes with sailing and fishing, 
countless tennis courts and picnic grounds.

Probably the city’s most famous recreational 
area with facilities appealing to the entire family 
is Brackenridge Park, a 433-acre expanse of beauty, 
history and fascination. In addition to Witte 
Museum and Alligator Gardens, visitors will want 
to witness the breathtaking beauty of Sunken 
Gardens. Here, in a former stone quarry, countless 
numbers and varieties of rare and delicate plants 
and flowers lie in colorful profusion along the area’s 
stony ledges. Stairways and rustic stone bridges 
over glistening rock-bottomed pools permit closer 
inspection of this colorful attraction.

San Antonio’s zoo, located in Brackenridge 
Park, is among the nation’s largest. It was in the 
removal of rock from the rugged limestone hills to 
build their city that San Antonio’s pioneers inad
vertently set the stage for a uniquely different type 
of animal menagerie. The removal of the stone left 
caves, cliffs and pits that serve today as barless 
pens for one of the largest collections of wild ani
mals and birds in the nation.

Here, in brief sketch, is San Antonio of the 
past and present. But what of her future? With the 
wary watchfulness of one who was born and has 
lived by the sword, she isn’t resting on her histori
cal laurels.

Fiesta Noche del Rio provides an enchanting evening of 
singing and dancing at quaint Arneson River Theatre.

For years San Antonio has been synonymous 
with military air training. As home of Lackland, 
Kelly, Randolph and Brooks Air Force Bases, the 
city has seen the nation’s Air Force enlistees 
brought to a fighting trim. Its Brooke Army Medi
cal Center is the world’s largest medical complex 
and Fort Sam Houston, established in 1879, serves 
as headquarters for the U. S. Fourth Army.

San Antonio is proud of her past and gleefully 
enjoys the present. But never has she contented 
herself with the luxury of complacency. She knows 
full well that, even in this land of manana, tomor
rows soon become todays.

Visitors to San Antonio find a unique world along Paseo del Rio with its quaint outdoor restaurants, shops and night clubs.
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* m u s e *

® DEm n0&
he blood-red banner of “NO QUARTER” 

I waved in the Texas breeze. Deployed along 
the vast expanse surrounding the courtyard of an 
old Spanish mission, upwards to 3,000 soldiers of 
the Mexican army stood poised, ready to spring 
into action against a handful of poorly-equipped 
Texans.

Inside the walls of the old mission, a few 
more than 180 men watched in silence as the 
enemy hordes prepared for battle. Well they knew 
that the blast of a bugle sounding D eguella  would 
set off a battle to the death. No quarter would be 
given. No mercy would be shown.

Despite daily bombardment, the defenders of 
the Alamo held their spirits high. Each was aware 
of the seriousness they faced, yet each clung to a 
faint hope that help would come.

But fate was to decree that help would not

come. The same fate was to write the names of 
each on Texas’ honor roll of heroes. The price of 
the men’s glory was to be the price of Texas’ inde
pendence.

The men gathered in the mission-turned-for
tress had little in common, save for their desire to 
liberate Texas from the tyranny of the Mexican 
dictator — General Lopez de Santa Anna. For this 
they were prepared to fight to the end.

The Alamo, built in 1718 as a mission of the 
Franciscan Order, was not constructed as a fort. 
With seven stone houses, a store room, the chapel, 
and a deep ditch that brought water from the river, 
the mission flourished for a number of years until it 
was secularized in 1793. Records were removed to 
San Fernando Parish and the Franciscan fathers 
were returned to Mexico.

A company of Mexican soldiers was stationed

The Alamo, at left, where 180 men died defending their freedom, has been termed “The Shrine of Texas Independence.’’



within the mission enclosure, however, to protect 
the few remaining families. They had come from 
a town called “Pueblo de San Jose and Santiago 
del Alamo,” thus the shortened name, the Alamo. 
By 1803, only the company of soldiers and a few 
dwellers remained in the enclosure. With no care, 
it soon became a dilapidated ruin.

The Alamo remained practically a forgotten 
spot until General Cos, under orders from Santa 
Anna, marched in and took over the city of San 
Antonio in 1835. A few repairs were made to the 
old mission, but they were only to strengthen it as 
a fortress.

The repairs proved useless, however, when a 
group of Texans, under General Burleson, stormed 
the city in December, 1835. In house to house com
bat, the Texas forces compelled General Cos to 
surrender and return to Mexico.

That was the picture confronting Lt. Col. W. 
B. Travis when he arrived in San Antonio early in 
1836. The Texas garrison was stationed in town, 
but on February 23, advance units of Santa Anna’s 
army arrived from Laredo and the Texans moved 
into the old mission. Earth emplacements were 
built and cannons mounted. Openings in the wall 
were patched, a wood stockade was erected to fill 
a gap in the south wall, and James Bonham’s long 
cannon was placed on the church wall pointing 
south. Other guns were strategically placed at other 
points of vantage.

It was a conglomerate of personnel that Travis 
encountered upon his arrival at the Alamo. Some 
remained from the skirmishes with General Cos 
and others had been sent by General Sam Houston, 
off organizing a Texas army. A company of young 
Mexicans under Captain Juan Seguin and loyal to 
the cause of Texas independence, had volunteered 
to fight with the Texans. Seventeen Tennesseans ar
rived with David Crockett and were greeted with 
wild enthusiasm. Jim Bowie, a native of San An
tonio, was there with his famous knife.

Travis came in with a small unit he had per
sonally outfitted and his life-long friend, Jim Bon
ham.

At first, the garrison was hopeful that help 
would arrive from Texas settlements. Travis had 
sent letters by couriers, explaining the situation and 
asking reinforcements. Despite daily bombard
ments, confidence and cheeriness prevailed, en
hanced by Crockett’s jovial manner, his stories, and 
gay music from his fiddle.

Bonham was sent out through the enemy ranks 
but returned with the disheartening news that Gen
eral Fannin, stationed with his troops at Goliad, 
had no wagons to bring guns and supplies through 
the mud and rain.

To make matters even worse, Bowie, a bastion 
of strength through his encouragement, fell seri
ously ill with typhoid-pneumonia. He was confined

to a cot in a small room in the barracks.
Faced by the realities and seriousness of the 

situation, Travis made his last appeal. Addressing a 
letter to “Texans and All Americans in the World,” 
he wrote his immortal words that he would “never 
surrender or retreat” and would die like a soldier 
for his own honor and that of his country. The 
letter was taken from the Alamo by John W. Smith 
who crawled on his hands and knees through the 
Mexican vedettes and delivered it to the Texas 
Convention at Washington-on-the-Brazos.

Later the same night, Travis announced to his 
men that all hope for help had vanished. Unsheath
ing his sword, he drew a deep line in the soft earth, 
admonishing “those who will stay step over to me.”

As the men surged across the line, a weak 
voice called out from the little room in the bar
racks. “Some of you come and lift me across,” cried 
the dying Bowie. A storm of cheers went up as 
four carried the cot across the line.

Save for one deserter who went over the wall, 
the men had made their decisions to fight to the 
end, knowing full well the fateful outcome.

The final attack began in the dark hour soon 
after midnight on March 6, with a tremendous can
nonade. A bugler sounded D eguella  and companies 
of Mexicans with scaling ladders swarmed up and 
over the walls. The mounted Mexican cavalry 
formed a close circle outside to “prevent escape of 
the Texans.”

But none tried to escape. They fought where 
they stood, firing their rifles until all ammunition 
was spent, then using their guns as clubs, blud
geoned the foes that flowed about them. Each 
Texan that fell was surrounded by bodies of the 
enemy.

Dawn crept silently over the battleground of 
sublime courage. The dastardly Santa Anna rode 
into the enclosure with officials of the town to iden
tify the bodies of the leaders.

Crockett, his coon-skin cap beside him, lay be
fore the entrance of the church. Bonham had fallen 
beside his long cannon on the south wall. Bowie 
was found on his cot, surrounded by a number of 
Mexican soldiers who had felt the fury of his blade.

Travis, the commander, lay across his cannon, 
a smile on his handsome face.

The battle was over and the Texans had lost. 
But time often adds new dimensions to events such 
as this. The damage inflicted to Santa Anna’s army 
and the resultant delay in his advance into Texas 
enabled General Houston to prepare for subsequent 
battles.

Forty-six days later, Generals Houston and 
Santa Anna met at San Jacinto. History books pro
claim the San Jacinto battle as the one that gave 
Texas her independence. But without the heroic 
stand at the Alamo, the outcome might have been 
different.
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