


IN D IA N  HALL OF FAME

^ — —
Chief Joseph, intrepid warrior and leader of the Nez Perce tribe

THEY, TOO, SERVED W ELL
Ever since Columbus discovered America and the white man came into 

contact with the native inhabitants, the American Indian has played an impor
tant role in shaping the destiny of this nation. For despite common acceptance 
that the redman possessed only savage tendencies —  an assessment perpetrated 
through factual historical documentation, melodramatic Hollywood produc
tions, and fictional prose —  Indian contributions to the cultural and social 
development of America have been many in number and profound in nature.

In reality, history has not always been kind to the American Indian. 
For simply endeavoring to hold what was his from the beginning, the Indian 
has been branded the villain in the drama of American expansion and devel
opment. Yet many Indian leaders have left behind legacies of accomplish
ment equally as glorious as those of their paleface contemporaries.

The late Logan Billingsley, a native New Yorker employed in the United 
States Indian Service at Anadarko during Oklahoma’s pre-statehood days, 
conceived the idea of "a lasting memorial or shrine inviting studious con-
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Jim  Thorpe, Sac and Fox tribe, U. S. Olympics standout in Sweden in 1912.

templation, reverent review, and patriotic inspiration” for present and future 
generations to honor these Indian accomplishments. Thus on January 25, 1952, 
a group of notable public officials, jurists and other civic leaders met in the 
office of Oklahoma Governor Johnston Murray to define the purpose of the 
proposed memorial and establish a permanent non-profit organization to 
promote the project.

The Oklahoma legislature enacted into law a resolution and on March 18, 
1953, Governor Murray signed the bill setting aside a 10-acre tract in Anadarko 
as the site for The National Hall of Fame for Famous American Indians. 
Here, the heroic stories of famous American Indians can be preserved for 
enlightenment and inspiration of students and tourists in an attractively land
scaped outdoor museum.

Only those recognized as American Indians by blood, or their descendants, 
and who have been deceased for 15 years prior to their nomination may be 
admitted to the Indian Hall of Fame. The election of nominees requires a 
majority of the Executive Board and the Board of Directors. Nominations 
may be by any person or organization interested in commemorating the
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IN D IA N  HALL OF FAME

contributions of the nominees to their people and to the cultural, spiritual 
and social development of the American way of life.

To date, 23 famous American Indians have been granted membership in 
the Hall. Those for whom bronze busts have been erected, along with some 
of their more notable accomplishments, are Black Beaver, renowned Delaware 
scout and guide for many U. S. Government exploring expeditions; Allen  
Wright, principal chief of the Choctaw Nation and minister of the Gospel, 
educator, translator, and statesman; Chief foseph, an intrepid warrior and 
leader of the Nez Perce tribe; Osceola, great Seminole war leader.

Charles Curtis, Kaw leader of the 19th century Indian affairs and first 
Indian elected Vice President of the United States; Ouanah Parker, fearless 
leader of the Quahadi Comanche in Plains warfare; Sacajaivea, female 
Indian guide and interpreter for the Lewis and Clark expedition to the Pacific; 
Jim Thorpe, Sac and Fox, proclaimed by many as the world’s greatest athlete 
after winning the 1912 Olympic Pentathlon and Decathlon; Pontiac, Ottawa 
chief who led Indian revolt against English in 18th century.

Sequoyah, Cherokee who gained fame as the inventor of the Cherokee
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Sequoyah, Cherokee, famed as the inventor of the Cherokee alphabet.

alphabet; Little Raven, chief of the Southern Arapahos who led his people in 
peaceful pursuits after the 1967 Medicine Lodge Peace Council; Tishomingo, 
war and peace-time leader of the Chickasaw; Alice Brown Davis, the only 
woman ever appointed chieftain of the Seminoles in Oklahoma and an out
standing leader in Indian education.

Pocahontas, renowned for her kind treatment of early White American 
colonists; W ill Rogers, of Cherokee descent, who was cowboy, vaudeville per
former, movie star, newspaper and radio commentator and America’s "Ambas
sador of Good W ill” ; and Maj. Gen. Clarence L. Tinker, Osage Indian who 
became America’s first general officer casualty in World W ar II when shot 
down in 1942 during Battle for Midway.

Bronze busts will be erected at later dates for such famous American 
Indians as Tecumseh, Shawnee; Pushmataha, Choctaw; Massassoit, Wampa- 
noag; Hiawatha, Mohawk; Jose Maria, Nadahko; Keokuk, Sac and Fox; and 
Roberta Campbell Lawson, Delaware.

In due time, likenesses of these famous American Indians may be seen in 
concentrated grouping in one of the nation’s most beautiful outdoor museums.
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COW BOY HALL OF FAME

In the conversion of the American West from an area of rugged wilder
ness to one of so-called civilization, a great many hardy individuals wrote a 
unique-if-not-always-glorious chapter in the nation’s history. This period of 
transition involved not only people who ''won the West” as so gloriously 
portrayed in Hollywood productions and accounts of many historians, it also 
involved those so ignobly cast in the role of "losers.”

No other era has produced such a dramatic struggle of people from all 
backgrounds and races; no other era has so captivated the hearts and minds of 
people around the world. Thus it is appropriate that a shrine should honor 
and perpetuate the memory of those rugged individuals.

Such a shrine has been constructed in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma — 
popularly known as the Cowboy Hall of Fame. But thanks to the wisdom of 
its founders, the full name given was National Cowboy Hall of Fame and 
Western Heritage Center. As such, it honors not just the cowboy and cowman, 
trapper and trader, and militarist and farmer who "won” the West; it also 
reserves a place of honor for the redman who saw the land so unceremoniously 
taken from him.

Reposing high on Persimmon Hill in northeast Oklahoma City the Center 
overlooks busy Highway 66, a route once attuned to the bawl of huge cattle 
herds as they followed the Old Chisholm Trail. This and practically every 
other phase of life in the Old West is preserved in the sprawling Center.

The museum structure itself resembles a giant tent, its folds billowing 
in the ever-present winds of the Plains. At night, the light from within casts 
a glow resembling the embers of a campfire.

Inside, exhibits spread over the 70,000 square feet of floor space portray 
the many facets of life in the early American West, including authentic Indian 
encampments, ranching activities, stagecoach travel, and the role of the military 
faction. Great Men of the West are biographically portrayed in story and 
picture; world’s champion rodeo cowboy performers are honored in picture 
and exhibit; and displays of famous guns, saddles and western memorabilia 
recall the harshness of life on the early frontier.

The idea for such a Center was conceived in 1952 when a Kansas City
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business executive —  Chester A. Reynolds —  visited the W ill Rogers Memorial 
in Claremore, Oklahoma. Movingly impressed by this tribute to a great man, 
Reynolds decided something should be done to honor others who had con
tributed so heavily to the Westward Movement.

Visits by Reynolds to the governors of 17 Western states resulted in the 
appointment of trustees who began the organizational task of raising necessary 
funds. The memorial became a reality after a decade of work by thousands from 
Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, 
New Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Oregon, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, 
Washington and Wyoming.

Each of the 17 states, represented by a board of trustees that included its 
governor, accepted a quota based on population and began collecting money 
through membership campaigns, subscriptions, family memorials and bonds. 
Ground was broken in 1957 and work on the soaring roof began.

The exhaustion of original funds forced a cessation of construction in 
1962 and for more than two years, the hollow skeleton of the center stood 
forlornly among the weeds atop Persimmon Hill.

An Oklahoma City trust group came to the rescue in 1964 with additional 
funds provided through the sale of revenue bonds and the first phase of con
struction was completed, the doors swinging open to the public on June 26,1965.

The first three years of operation of the Center found more than 950,000 
visitors from each state in the nation and more than 25 foreign countries 
signing the guest registry. The millionth visitor was expected during the 
summer of 1968, possibly by the time this issue of T h e  S h a m r o c k  is published.

Life-like figures of frontier personalities recreating scenes of the past 
confront the visitor upon his entrance into the sprawling complex. An Indian 
encampment depicts the domestic life of the redman; a chuckwagon, direct 
from the famous Matador Ranch in Texas and complete with its black pots 
and battered utensils, depicts the outdoor home of the working cowboy; an 
exact copy of a Butterfield Overland mail stagecoach recalls early travel 
methods in the West; and a vast collection of saddles, spurs, guns and other 
bits of gear attest to the necessities of a rugged life on the frontier.

To the uninitiated, a gigantic relief map measuring 32 by 48 feet dra
matically relates the saga of the West through the use of light and sound.
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Enclosed in a small auditorium near the visitors’ entrance to the Center, the 
Great Map incorporates the use of flashing lights in synchronization with a re
corded voice to trace the trails and routes of the pioneers in their push westward.

Those eras of Western history included in the lecture are the Spanish and 
French explorations of Coronado and LaSalle; English settlements and west
ward expansion; the Louisiana Purchase and the explorations of Lewis and 
Clark; the Santa Fe Trail and the Oregon Trail, various cattle trails, and the 
development of transportation facilities. Through the course of these events, 
the visitor is afforded a complete and authentic glimpse into the past.

Art fanciers will be thrilled by the Center’s sizeable collection of oils, 
watercolors, bronze and wood sculptures, sketches, letters and other art pieces 
by such notables as Charles M. Russell, Frederic Remington and many others. 
All the struggles, hardships, joy, humor and rugged beauty of life in the de
veloping West are poignantly portrayed in these collections.

Rodeo cowboys come in for their share of recognition at the Center. A 
large section of the Center known as the Hall of Great Westerners is utilized 
to display trophies, saddles, buckles, boots and other personal effects of the 
world’s top rodeo performers. This display is kept current with the addition 
each year of the newest All-Around Cowboy in rodeo competition.

New attractions continuously are being made at the Center, one of the 
latest and most notable being a million dollar project to recreate the studio 
of the late sculptor team of James Earle and Laura Gardin Fraser. Models of 
some of the nation’s finest monumental sculpture and commemorative pieces, 
furnishings, sculpting tools, photographs, and personal items of the husband 
and wife team will be housed in a new 40- by 80-foot display area.

The collection was acquired by the Center through a gift-purchase trans
action and has been appraised at $475,000. Officials of the Center are hopeful 
the collection will be ready for display in late 1968 or early 1969-

The Fraser Memorial will be dominated by Fraser’s famous large model of 
"The End of the Trail,” a 17-foot-high sculpture of a defeated Indian brave 
slumped over his exhausted horse, his spear pointing downward. Art critics 
have proclaimed it as the greatest work ever executed as a symbol of the end 
of the frontier and the winning of the West.

It also dramatically portrays the element of the loser.

At left, interior views of Heritage Center including restoration of “End of the Trail” statue, bottom right. 11



FIVE TRIBES

THE
UNSAVAGE

SAVAGES
Mention the American Indian today and one 

begins to conjure visions of wild and barbaric 
savages, totally void of any knowledge of civili
zation as it is viewed by modern man. Yet, 
when the white man brought his brand of orga
nized society to this continent and began to bully 
his way across the land, those natives south of the 
Ohio and east of the Mississippi Rivers were gov
erning themselves under a constitutional process, 
complete with executive, legislative and judicial 
branches, much like the current U. S. republican 
form of rule.

The early population of the Southeast con
sisted primarily of Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, 
Creek and Seminole Indians, later to be known 
as the Five Civilized Tribes, and destined to play 
prominent roles in shaping the history of the 
United States during the early portion of the 
nineteenth century. They contributed a particularly 
important influence in the history of Oklahoma.

As white immigration into the New World 
continued, the need for more land for the settlers

increased. As a result, white intruders began to 
push the Indian into smaller and smaller areas 
and take over their lands.

One solution to the dilemma appeared to lie 
in the more than five hundred million acres of 
land west of the Mississippi River constituting the 
Louisiana Purchase. President Thomas Jefferson, 
seeking to make appropriate use of the vast new 
empire, sought and received Congressional author
ity to stipulate with any Indian tribe east of the 
Mississippi for exchange of their lands for other 
lands west of the river. One stipulation held that 
the Indians must move to and occupy their new 
domain.

Jefferson proposed such land exchanges with 
the Chickasaw tribe in 1805 and the Choctaws in 
1808, but nothing came of the negotiations for a 
number of years. Still, the idea of Indian removal 
persisted in the minds of the expanding hordes 
of whites.

President James Monroe added his voice to 
the agitation, but still nothing was done to move 
the Indians until the election of Andrew Jackson 
on a platform including a strong commitment fa
voring such a move. But shortly before Jackson’s 
inauguration, gold was discovered in Cherokee 
land in Georgia and the state’s legislature moved 
almost immediately to incorporate these lands and 
declare all tribal laws inoperative after June 30, 
1830.
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Records of the Five Tribes are kept in this museum in Muskogee, Okla.

President Jackson nevertheless urged Congress 
to enact legislation looking to the removal of the 
Indians from the southern states, "whose sovereign 
rights,” he said, "were menaced by the attempt of 
the Indians to keep and enjoy their own lands 
secured to them by treaty.”

Ensuing legislative action effectuated Jackson’s 
recommendations and despite widespread public 
indignation toward the proposed treatment of the 
Indian, the way was laid clear to begin mass 
eviction of the Southeast’s native citizens.

The removal of the Indians from their native 
haunts turned out to be a difficult —  and some
times drawn-out —  accomplishment. An under
standably stubborn reluctance to subject themselves 
to change —  a condition often fostered by broken 
governmental promises —  brought on numerous 
clashes with the encroaching white man and some 
skirmishes with other Indians.

Thus after much delay and frustration, the 
removal of the Southeast Indians was accomplished 
by 1840 and the subjects settled down to a rela
tively peaceful existence in what is now Oklahoma, 
the Panhandle area excluded. Within this new 
area, the five tribes owned, occupied and governed 
their separate nations.

The peaceful co-existence of the five tribes 
was somewhat shattered by the Civil War as many 
of the Indians, being of southern origin, found 
their sympathies lying with the Confederate cause

and cast their lots with that group. Their de
cisions ultimately turned to work against them 
at the cessation of hostilities when the U. S. Gov
ernment in the Treaty of 1866 took away approxi
mately the western half of their new territory as a 
penalty for their wartime activities.

The Treaty of 1866 created two separate divi
sions of what is now Oklahoma. The western 
half of the area became known as Oklahoma^ 
Territory while the eastern half was termed Indian 
Territory.

While the original treaties with the Five Tribes 
—  or Five Nations —  guaranteed them the power 
and right to govern themselves under their own 
laws, the Treaty of 1866 changed all this. Actually 
an effort to organize a general government for 
all the tribes, the new treaty in reality served only 
to foster a period of violent lawlessness through
out the Indian Territory when some of the tribes 
refused to accept its proposed provisions.

This condition prevailed until Oklahoma State
hood became a reality in 1907. Despite efforts to 
create a separate state from Indian Territory, the 
entire area of Indian and Oklahoma Territories 
became the nation’s 46th state.

With the birth of the new state came the death 
of the Five Nations. The lands, originally held by 
tribal members in common and later allotted to 
members individually, passed into the domain of 
the new sovereign entity.
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THE
MAN

EVERYONE
LIKED

For the sake of fairness, any journal 
featuring the subject of cowboys and 
Indians must contain something on 
W ill Rogers. None would be com
plete without at least a brief account 
of this man —  part Indian by birth, 
and one of the world’s best known 
cowboys by profession.

Actually a legend in his own time, 
W ill Rogers was a great many things 
to a great many people. He was a 
top movie star of the 30’s, playing 
the lead in more than 70 Hollywood 
films; he was a newspaper columnist 
and feature writer with one of the 
greatest followings of any such writer 
in history; he was an exciting and 
outstanding polo player; and he was 
a world-traveler who became Ameri
ca’s "Ambassador of Good W ill” 
through a deep understanding of 
foreign nations and his ever-present 
sense of good cheer.

He was a humorist of the first 
order, the last of the "Cracker Barrel 
Philosophers,” and one of the na
tion’s most beloved men. In fact, one 
of his most often-quoted quips —  "I 
never met a man I didn’t like” —  
easily could have been applied in re
verse. It is doubtful that he ever met 
a man who didn’t like him.

The eighth and last child of Mary

America Schrimsher and Clem Vann 
Rogers was born Nov. 4, 1879, and 
christened William Penn Adair Rog
ers after a brilliant Cherokee leader. 
Part of the blood coursing through 
his veins was of the same tribal 
lineage.

W ill’s birth prompted one of his 
famous quips, "I was born in my 
father’s ranch house halfway between 
Claremore and Oologah. I usually 
say I was born in Claremore for con
venience because nobody but an In
dian can pronounce Oologah,” he 
said.

Young Rogers attended schools at 
Drumgoole, near Chelsea; Presby
terian Mission School at Tahlequah, 
Indian Territory; and Harrell Insti
tute at Muskogee. In 1892, he en
rolled in W illie Halsell College at 
Vinita, Oklahoma, before attending 
Scarritt College Institute in Neosho, 
Mo., in 1896, and Kemper Military 
School in Boonville, Mo., in 1898.

The Ewing Ranch near Higgins, 
Texas, gave W ill an early taste of 
ranch work before he took over as 
manager of the Rogers ranch until 
1902. Later that year he departed 
for South America where he worked 
about five months with the Gauchos 
of Argentina and Chile. There, he 
learned the skills and dexterity of 
fancy roping tricks that were to 
launch him on a rich and colorful 
career.

That career took him in 1903 to 
South Africa with Texas Jack’s Wild 
West Show which featured Will as 
"The Cherokee Kid,” and later that 
year on a tour of Australia and New 
Zealand with Wirth Bros. Circus.



The following year —  1903 —  saw 
Will a part of the Mulhall Show with 
performances at the St. Louis World’s 
Fair and a few vaudeville bookings 
in Chicago. In 1905, W ill played 
with the Mulhall Show in Madison 
Square Garden, New York City.

The ensuing years found W ill ac
tively engaged in vaudeville perfor
mances, motion picture making, writ
ing for news publications, and speak
ing and traveling —  lots of speaking 
and traveling. When he spoke, people 
listened, enraptured by his whimsical 
and witty yet sagacious comments on 
public figures and current issues.

In a period when air travel still 
was in its infancy, W ill Rogers 
earned the reputation as America’s 
No. 1 air traveler, probably doing 
more than any other private citizen 
to promote the new mode of trans
portation. He experienced his first 
airplane ride in 1915 at Atlantic City 
and in 1927 became the first civilian 
to fly coast to coast with mail pilots.

Flying eventually proved his un
doing, however, when on Aug. 15, 
1935, W ill Rogers perished in an 
airplane crash with Wiley Post in 
Point Barrow, Alaska. His death 
produced banner headlines in news
papers throughout the world . . . and 
a sense of loss to all who knew him 
or had heard his name.

Three years after his death, the 
State of Oklahoma constructed the 
impressive W ill Rogers Memorial in 
Claremore. The rambling ranch style 
home that has been described as "the 
kind of place W ill might have built 
for himself” stands on a 20-acre plot 
Will purchased in 1911 with the idea

of making it his home. One of the 
nation’s leading shrines, it annually 
attracts more than half a million 
visitors.

One needs but to step inside the 
impressive limestone structure to 
sense the true spirit of W ill Rogers. 
The informality and comfortable 

simplicity of the architecture reflect 
those traits that had become his 
trademark.

Visitors to the Memorial must pass 
through the foyer to reach any one 
of the four galleries, each containing 
collections of W ill’s personal effects, 
ranging from saddles and ropes to 
exact replicas of U. S. Naval vessels 
named in his honor. Also on display 
is W ill’s typewriter, always a part of 
his luggage as he traveled about, its 
stuck keys and twisted frame attest
ing in the cruel force of the crash 
which claimed his life.

Adjoining the front terrace lies 
Memorial Gardens, a beautifully land
scaped area overlooking Claremore. 
At one end of the sunken gardens 
and on a raised dais rests a marble 
sarcophagus, enclosed by an orna
mental iron fence, a replica of Will 
Rogers’ cattle brand, the Dog Iron.

Beneath this simple sarcophagus 
lies a sealed room containing crypts 
for members of the immediate Rogers 
family. In one lies the body of Okla
homa’s favorite son, interred on May 
22, 1944, following temporary burial 
in Glendale, California.

W ill Rogers is dead. But through 
the W ill Rogers Memorial and its 
accumulation of memorabilia, recol
lections of his wit and wisdom will 
linger on for generations yet unborn.

"Dedicated to the Progress 
of the Great Southwest 
and Rocky Mountain Area."

Think of the early American W est and two 
elements come almost immediately to mind 
—  Cowboys and Indians. Both played lead
ing roles in the settling of this vast and 
wondrous land . . . and both have been 
immortalized in actual historical account, 
tomes of fictional and factual prose, and 
countless reels of Hollywood and television 
productions.

It is appropriate that an edifice known as 
the National Cowboy Hall of Fame and 
Western Heritage Center has been con
structed in Oklahoma City, honoring not 
only the cowboys and Indians, but all those 
"who won the W est."

In addition to an exterior view of the 
Center, the cover photographs include a wax 
figure and a statue of world-famous W ill 
Rogers on his favorite mount, Soapsuds, 
representing the cowboy element. Represent
ing the Indian faction in this "Cowboy- 
Indian” edition is Dixon Palmer of the 
Kiowa tribe, wearing an eagle war bonnet 
which he made. His red cape denotes mem
bership in the Kiowa Black Legging W ar
rior Society, an exclusive organization for 
veterans of actual combat from the Indian 
Wars of the early W est through the Viet
nam struggle.
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