


Greeley, Colorado
In  the heart o f one o f the largest irrigation districts 

in A m erica, this grow ing com m unity is an im portant 

agricultural and com m ercial center fo r  northern Colorado

“ Go west, young man, go west!”
This famous bit of advice from the prolific 

pen of New York newspaper man Horace 
Greeley was inspired by the apparently limitless 
opportunities of the rapidly developing West 
shortly after the War between the States. At 
that time, Greeley and other far-sighted men 
recognized, at least to some degree, the agri
cultural potential of the West. But it is un
likely that even his imaginative mind was able 
to conceive of the commercial, industrial, and 
agricultural achievements the Rocky Mountain 
area has since attained.

So strongly did Horace Greeley believe in 
the future of the West that he played an active 
part in the development of one western com
munity that now bears his name— the city of 
Greeley, Colorado.

Greeley was established in 1870 by Union 
Colony, a cooperative enterprise organized by 
Nathan C. Meeker, then agricultural editor of 
the New York Tribune. Meeker had visited 
Colorado Territory three years earlier. Follow
ing this visit, he had organized the Union Col
ony in an effort to develop what he recognized 
to be the tremendous agricultural resources of 
northern Colorado. The Colony purchased about 
12,000 acres from individuals and from the 
railroad which had recently been completed

Annual Spud Rodeo, one of the first major rodeos 
in the West, is part of Greeley's big Fourth of 
July celebration, attracting thousands of visitors.
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Greeley, Colorado, in the heart of one of America's richest irrigation districts

between Denver and Cheyenne. The group had 
also filed on about 60,000 acres of government 
lands.

The town site of Greeley was laid out by 
the colonists in the west central part of what is 
now Weld County. The city is located on the 
Cache La Poudre River near its junction with 
the South Platte and lies midway between the 
capital cities of Colorado and Wyoming— 53 
miles north of Denver and 51 miles south of 
Cheyenne. Weld County, of which Greeley is 
the County Seat, comprises a large part of the 
fertile plains of northwestern Colorado— more 
than two and one-half million acres— and is en
tirely within the South Platte River Rasin.

Although the settlement got its start on an 
economic basis of free homesteads and irriga
tion, the early colonists had many problems to 
overcome. They knew little about constructing 
irrigation works; their first crops were all but 
destroyed by a plague of grasshoppers; and they 
faced the growing hostility of neighboring cat
tlemen who opposed the increasing appearance 
of fences across the open range.

In spite of difficulties most of the early 
settlers held on to their land, weathering what 
often seemed to be insurmountable hardships 
to build what has now become one of the lead
ing communities in Colorado.

Weld County was one of the original coun
ties of the old Colorado Territory, organized in 
1861. At that time, the county was made up 
of the entire northwestern part of the Territory 
and was sparsely inhabited by fur traders and 
cattle men. When the members of the Union 
Colony arrived in 1870, the population of the 
County was less than 1,000.

Even after members of the Union Colony 
began their farming operations, agriculture was 
confined to a few small areas along the streams. 
But gradually, as the early farmers learned 
more and more about irrigation practices and 
dry land farming methods, the importance of 
farming increased.

Today, Weld County ranks thirteenth 
among all the counties in the nation in value 
of farm crops. Of Colorado’s entire agricultural 
production, about one-sixth comes from Weld
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The rich farm lands of Weld County lie in the shadow of the Rockies

These prime examples of beef 
steak-on-hoof are products of 
one of Weld County's cattle 
feeding operations. Large-scale 
local production of feed crops 
makes livestock feeding a major 
industry in Weld County.



This sugar refinery is one of 
several in Weld County. Pro
duction of sugar beets has long 
been an important part of ag
ricultural activities in the irri
gated area around Greeley.

County. The key to this agricultural wealth 
has been the development of irrigation. Weld 
County is situated in one of the largest irrigation 
areas in the world, just east of the high Rocky 
Mountains whose snow-capped peaks provide 
water for the fertile fields below.

Weld County has some 375,000 acres of 
irigated farm land. The source of water for 
this farming area is the melting snow fields of 
the nearby Rockies. The water flows into the 
area by way of the Poudre River which joins 
the South Platte near the town of Greeley. An
other irrigation project now under construction, 
the Colorado-Rig Thompson Project, will divert 
water from the headwaters of the Colorado 
River by means of a tunnel through the Conti
nental Divide and will bring an additional 
average of 310,000 acre-feet of water annually 
to the eastern slope irrigation areas.

In addition to irrigation farming, there 
are about 750,000 acres of dry land under culti
vation in Weld County. This dry land produces 
substantial crops of wheat, small grains, and 
grain sorghums. There are also about one and 
one-half million acres of grazing land in the 
county contributing to the overall economy of 
the area.

In the early history of the County, opera
tors of the large ranches in the region opposed 
the development of farming. Homesteading 
practices in the prairie country were diminish
ing their range land. The ranchers also feared 
that unrestricted cultivation of the prairie, by 
destroying the natural protection of the native 
grasses, would increase the dangers of wind ero-
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This attractive grade school is part of Greeley's modern public school system.

sion. Today, however, by means of irrigation 
and scientific dry land farming, modem Weld 
County farmers have successfully learned to 
combat the dangers of wind erosion and have 
developed an agricultural program that is bene
ficial, not only to themselves, but also to their 
livestock-producing neighbors. Cattle and sheep 
producers today supplement their grazing pro
grams with feeding operations, made possible 
largely because of substantial crops of locally 
grown feed. This feed includes alfalfa, grain 
sorghums, corn, and other grain crops. Livestock 
feeding operations in the region have increased 
steadily until now Weld County ranks third in 
the nation in feeding of cattle and fifth in the 
nation in feeding of sheep.

Although the rich, irrigated farm land of 
Weld County produces a large variety of crops, 
the area is particularly noted for its production 
of sugar beets, potatoes, and beans. Some ag
ricultural authorities estimate that about one- 
fourth of the nation’s potatoes, one-fourth of its 
beans, and one-seventh of its beet sugar comes 
from Weld County.

Although Horace Greeley and many of 
Weld County’s early settlers predicted a great 
agricultural future for the community, it is 
doubtful if many of these early leaders could
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have foreseen the county’s commercial and in
dustrial achievements. As a trade center, the 
city of Greeley has the largest per capita retail 
sales volume of any of the major Colorado cities 
along the eastern slope of the Rockies, ranking 
in per capita sales above such commercial cen
ters as Denver and Colorado Springs. The city 
is also increasing in importance as a wholesale 
distribution center for northern Colorado.

Although primarily an agricultural area,

Night view of Weld County Courthouse



Greeley and Weld County support a number of 
well-established industries. Most of the indus
trial activity of the County is based on the agri
cultural production of the area and includes 
sugar beet refineries, canning plants, flour and 
feed mills, dairies, and related enterprises. Su
gar beet factories located at Greeley, Eaton, Fort 
Lupton and Windsor process several thousand 
tons of locally grown heets during the beet sea
son. Greeley and Fort Lupton canning factories 
normally pack about 450,000 cases of vegetables 
a year. These vegetables, most of which are 
also locally produced, include peas, tomatoes, 
beans, corn, and kraut. Other industries include 
those devoted to processing beans and potatoes. 
Greeley is one of the largest hean shipping 
points in the nation. Also located at Greeley is a 
factory which manufactures machinery for

digging, sorting, and sacking potatoes. Equip
ment manufactured at this plant is shipped to 
all parts of the nation.

Besides its prominence as an agricultural 
and commercial center, Greeley is also well- 
known throughout the nation as an educational 
center. The beautiful tree-shaded campus of 
Colorado State College of Education is located 
in the heart of the residential area of Greeley. 
This internationally famous institution of higher 
learning was established in 1889 by act of the 
Colorado State Legislature and has since become 
one of the nation’s ranking schools for profes
sional teacher training. The Colorado State Col
lege of Education draws students from all parts 
of the United States and from many foreign 
countries.

Continued on Page 10

Beautiful Glenmere Park in Greeley has received national recognition



The Cache la Poudr

This snow-fed stream brings wit 
the high Rockies to the rich fir 
of W eld County in northern C

Fishing on the Cache la Poudre River

Utilizing water from the Poudre 
River for irrigation, many Weld 
County farmers raise bumper 
crops such as the field of grain 
pictured at the left. Weld Coun
ty has about 375,000 acres of 
irrigated farm land.
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GREELEY— Continued
Keeping pace with the recognized excel

lence of Colorado State College of Education, 
Greeley’s public school system also maintains 
high standards of proficiency. Greeley’s school 
administration is among the most progressive in 
the nation, striving constantly to provide im
proved methods of instruction and modern, ef
ficient school buildings and other facilities.

Today, Greeley is known far and wide as 
one of the nation’s finest small cities— a friendly 
place to visit and a pleasant place to live. In 
this city of some 20,000 residents are 38 church
es representing all the principal denominations. 
The Elks Lodge is the largest in the state. The 
Greeley Philharmonic society, oldest symphony 
orchestra in Colorado, maintains a membership 
of 60 to 70 and gives regular concerts each sea
son. The list of civic, cultural and fraternal or
ganizations, and service clubs far exceeds that 
of the average city of this size.

Visitors to Greeley are almost universally 
impressed with the beauty of this pleasant little
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city’s shady, well-kept parks and wide, tree- 
lined streets. This civic beauty is partly the 
result of the wisdom of the founders of the city 
who, in laying out the town site, provided for 
100-foot-wide streets and a municipal park com
prising two city blocks. The early town fathers 
also provided for a wooded park of 60 acres 
along the banks of the Poudre River at the 
city’s north boundary. Altogether, Greeley 
boasts six attractive and well-maintained parks. 
One of these, beautiful Glenmere Park, was re
claimed from the prairie and has received na
tional recognition.

Another recreational advantage enjoyed by 
residents and visitors of this northeastern Colo 
rado city is its proximity to some of the state’s 
most beautiful mountains. The famous Trail 
Ridge drive, as well as many other scenic points 
of interest, is but a short distance from Greeley. 
And, for fishing enthusiasts, there are many 
trout-filled streams nearby.

One of Greeley’s most famous attractions 
is its annual Fourth of July celebration featur
ing the widely acclaimed Spud Rodeo. Origi
nally started as one of the first major rodeos in 
the West, the Greeley Spud Rodeo has grown 
steadily. One of the community’s high points 
in entertainment, the rodeo attracts thousands of 
spectators each year who come to Greeley dur
ing the celebration to see some of the nation’s 
top rodeo performers in action. This annual 
event continues for three days with a horse 
show, rodeo, races, parade, concessions, and 
fireworks.

In the 80 years since Horace Greeley, Na
than Meeker, and their associates founded the 
town of Greeley, this attractive western com
munity has made great progress in agriculture, 
commerce, and industry. In the years to come, 
still greater achievements undoubtedly lie ahead 
for the civic-minded residents of Greeley and 
surrounding area.

CREDITS —  Photographs on pages 4, 5, and 
7, the lower photo on page 9, and the bottom 
picture on page 11, are by Jerry Tammany, 
Greeley, Colorado. Other photographs used in 
illustrating the story about Greeley were 
provided by the Greeley Chamber of Commerce. 
Cover photo and the pictures on pages 12,13,14  
and 15 are API photos by Horace Bristol.
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South Korean civilian workers roll large drums 
of gasoline and oil to a storage area as the 
drums are unloaded from ships in the harbor 
at Inchon, a Korean supply port used by the UN.

O il an d oil products are 
vitally necessary to keep 
figh tin g forces effective

Despite all efforts to effect a peaceful set
tlement, American and other United Nations 
troops face a second bitter winter of fighting in 
Korea. The success of these troops will depend 
to a great extent on how well we keep them 
supplied with the vast amount of material and 
equipment required to conduct modern warfare.

Among the most vital of all the supplies 
needed by a modern fighting force are the tre
mendous quantities of petroleum products used 
by trucks, tanks, aircraft, naval vessels, and 
other military equipment. Modern armed con
flict requires enormous supplies of highly com
plex, technical equipment and vast numbers 
of men. This material and these men must beO
A supply train carrying large drums of gasoline and 
oil reaches the end of a Korean rail line. At this 
point the drums are loaded on waiting Gl trucks 
which will speed the valuable cargo to the front lines.

Oil Industry 
Provides Fuel 
For Defense



able to move and move rapidly. Much of the 
power that makes possible this mobility must 
be supplied by petroleum. Oil and natural 
gas products provide fuel for the engines and 
lubrication for the wheels of war. Oil and na
tural gas products are also used in manufac
turing rubber tires for thousands of vehicles 
of war. And petroleum is even used in manu
facturing many of the bombs and other instru
ments of destruction used in modern warfare.

During the last two world conflicts, the 
American oil and gas industry was successful 
in providing the necessary petroleum products 
used by our troops and those of our allies. In 
the event of a third World War, the petroleum 
industry is faced with a bigger task than ever. 
During World War II, a 1,000-plane, heavy 
bomber raid over Berlin required more than 
one and one-half million gallons of high-octane 
fuel. Today our bombers are bigger than ever 
and are designed to fly much longer missions 
than those of World War II. During the last 
great world conflict, an American armored di
vision on the prowl consumed 75,000 gallons 
of fuel a day, and a motorized division needed 
18,000 gallons. Should the present Korean con
flict grow into a full-scale world war, the need 
for petroleum products will undoubtedly be 
higher than ever, as American scientists and 
technicians perfect newer, bigger, and better 
war machines.

To meet the growing challenge presented 
by the Korean war and by the threat of even 
more extensive warfare, the American petro
leum industry has greatly expanded its capacity 
and is planning still greater improvement and 
expansion of its facilities.

Last year, all the wells in the United 
States produced nearly two billion barrels of 
oil. That’s one-third more than America used 
during the peak year of World W ar II. In 
spite of this tremendous production, American 
oil men last year discovered new supplies of 
liquid hydrocarbons -— crude oil and natural 
gas— totaling approximately 3.3 billion barrels, 
bringing the nation’s proved reserves to an all- 
time high of 29.5 billion barrels. Except for 
one war year, the oil industry has added to 
America’s petroleum reserves every year since 
1933. During this period, reserves have been 
more than doubled. To process the steadily 
climbing supplies of oil and gas liquids pro
duced in this country, the petroleum industry

Korean service station, 1951 model. A  UN jeep is 
filled up with gasoline at a roadside petroleum 
dump near the fighting line. Similar gasoline and 
oil supply depots are situated at strategic points 
directly behind the front so that no time is 
lost in refueling UN mechanized equipment.

The job of supplying United Nations 
forces in Korea with oil products is 
a major task for the petroleum indus
try today. Without oil, a modern mili
tary force loses its striking power — 
its tanks, ships, planes, and other 
mechanized v/eapons and equipment 
are completely immobilized. Photo
graphs on these and the following two 
pages, taken by Horace Bristol in Ko
rea, were provided by the American 
Petroleum Institute. They furnish a 
glimpse of the tremendous job in
volved in keeping our troops supplied 
with fuel and petroleum products.



has increased America’s total refinery capacity 
29 per cent since World War II.

The job of converting the wealth of Am
erica’s natural petroleum resources into useful 
products is performed by about two million men 
and women who are employed in the petroleum 
industry. They work for thousands of competi

On the Cover

At an emergency air strip in a forward area in 
Korea, South Korean workers are shown rolling 
drums of fuel up to the side of a P-80 
jet fighter. (API Photo by HORACE BRISTOL)

tive, privately managed companies and have 
nearly 2,000 different kinds of jobs. And all of 
these men and women are keenly aware of the 
importance of oil to this nation’s security.

The petroleum industry has made great 
strides since the end of World War II in pro
viding America with the petroleum and petro
leum processing facilities required for both ci
vilian and military purposes. But the industry 
must do still better in the years ahead. And oil 
men throughout the nation express confidence 
in the ability of their industry to do this job, 
if it gets enough raw materials, enough new 
capital, and enough manpower to tackle the 
problem in the spirit of American competitive 
enterprise.

OPPOSITE PAGE—In the top photo, a ground crew
man at an advanced air base is assembling deadly 
napalm bombs which will shortly be attached under 
the wings of fleet P-51 fighters. Recipe for the bomb: 
a mixture of gasoline, napalm, and white phosphor
ous igniter. Lower photo—Drums of gasoline and oil 
have been towed by a jeep alongside a U. S. 
Air Force helicopter near an air evacuation hospital 
somewhere in Korea. Helicopters are also ideally 
suited for aerial observation of enemy forces.
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