


From Lake View Point, the visitor looks out across Grand Mesa's placid lakes

Grand Mesa—one of Colorado's best but least-known vacation spots 
is a land of sparkling, trout-filled lakes and unsurpassed scenic 
beauty whose quiet trails and campsites lure vacationing visitors.

familiar with the fine fishing, hunting, camping, and the almost complete solitude that Grand Mesa offers, although the area is growing in popularity each year.Grand Mesa National Forest is one of the many National Forests located in Colorado. It contains 679,804 acres, according to the Forest Service records, and includes many districts or areas. One of these districts is Grand Mesa—• from which the entire National Forest gains its name. The only postoffice in the district is also named Grand Mesa.One of the most magnificent features of the region is Grand Mesa Mountain. This beautiful

plateau contains well over 30,000 acres. The average elevation is about 10,300 feet, and most of the area is at least 5,000 feet above the floors of the surrounding valleys. Probably the largest so-called “flat top” mountain in the United States, there are more than 260 crystal clear lakes scattered like jewels across its broad summit. Most of these lakes are well stocked with trout.Many persons who have visited the Grand Mesa region before are already making plans to return again this summer to favorite haunts among the quiet lakes and peaceful camp sites of this high, ruggedly beautiful country. To the

A “flat-top” mountain . . .  a national forest . . . and a small community . . . this is Grand Mesa, Colorado — where Mother Nature spends the summer. A fisherman’s paradise, this beautiful region is one of the best, yet least known, of Colorado’s many fine vacation spots.Geographically, Grand Mesa lies in the fork formed by the Colorado and Gunnison Rivers, due north of Delta, Colorado, and nearly east of Grand Junction. Its far reaching boundaries encompass large sections of both Delta and Mesa Counties in western Colorado. A comparatively few people other than local residents are



. . toward green valleys spread out below and distant mountain ranges beyond.

regular visitor, there is a quality about Grand Mesa that satisfies an annual yearning . . .  a yearning to enjoy the natural beauty of mountain and forest . . . and perhaps a yearning to pit his skill against that aristocrat of freshwater game fish—a fighting trout.Many of these perennial visitors have returned each summer for many years to this vacation wonderland. For them, there is a friendly familiarity about the lakes and trails of this unusual mountain. And yet, at the same time, the scenic wealth of the area never fails to enliven each memorable visit with hundreds of breathtaking new sights.Although Grand Mesa is slightly off the beaten path and hasn’t attained the commercial development of many other resort areas, its lakes and camps will also be visited this summer by many persons who will get their first taste of its splendid fishing and magnificent scenic beauty. Most of these

persons visiting the area for the first time will acquire a new appreciation for the natural beauty of this land of ours. For them, this first visit will undoubtedly be a pleasurable and unforgettable experience. Many of them will more than likely follow the example of those regular visitors who return again and again.To almost all Grand Mesa visitors, the foremost attraction of the area is its atmosphere of undisturbed natural beauty. Although there are several commercial resorts which provide meals and lodging for visitors, the principal advantages of the area—its fishing, camping, scenery and solitude —are provided by nature for the enjoyment of all.There are four routes over which the traveler may enter this scenic wonderland. Three of these roads are gravel surfaced and may be classed as fair to good mountain roads. The fourth route is more rugged and should be chosen only

in dry weather. Also this road is not as well posted as the other routes, and the traveler who is unfamiliar with the area should get instructions regarding it in the town of Collbran where it originates. Collbran is located on Colorado Highway 330 to the north of Grand Mesa. Leaving Collbran, this road winds in a southerly direction to the top of the mountain. Although not as good or as well marked as the other routes,
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Looking across beautiful Eggleston Lake, the Grand Mesa visitors gets a double view of 
the magnificent panorama of clouds, trees and mountains mirrored in the smooth water.

it has much to offer those who prefer the less traveled back roads.
Perhaps the best known and most generally used route to Grand Mesa is Colorado State Highway 65. This highway extends across the entire top of the mountain and offers a variety of splendid scenic vistas to the traveler. Following this route, the motorist may approach Grand Mesa either from U. S. Highway 6 to the northwest or from U. S. Highway 50 at Delta and follow Colorado Highways 65 and 92 for about four and one- half miles in an easterly direction. Highway 65 then turns northward, leaving Highway 92, and passes through the small settlements of Cory and Eckert to the thriving little town of Cedaredge. Well-kept peach, apricot, cherry 

and apple orchards line the road 
and cover the foothills and mesas along the way. Much of the best fruit grown in the United States
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comes from the Cedaredge area.
Just beyond Cedaredge the pavement ends and the winding climb to the top of Grand Mesa begins. For the next few miles, more and more of the valley spreads out below. A short distance beyond Cedaredge, the road begins to wind between groves of beautiful aspen and occasionally threads its way along a rushing mountain stream of clear cold water tumbling towards the valley below. Numerous breaks or small deer parks along the way are carpeted with various kinds of wild flowers. Colorado Columbines and Wild Asters seem to predominate.
Soon the aspens give way to the stately spruce and pines, and the road at times seem to be burrowing it’s way through the dense forest. A little further along the route, 

a few of the lakes for which Grand Mesa is justly famous begin coming into view. It is doubtful that

any one person has ever visited all of the more than 260 lakes, as it would literally take years of hiking or horseback travel to see them all. Many of these lakes are stocked with trout each year by the Colorado Game and Fish Commission, while many others are stocked by Nature’s own methods. All in all, with trout in most of the lakes, a fisherman’s paradise is the result.
About 15 or 16 miles beyond Cedaredge the road enters the camp ground and resort areas. The Forest Service has constructed and efficiently maintains many excellent camp grounds along the road where vacationing travelers may enjoy the solitude and peaceful quietness of the mountain to their 

hearts content.There are also a number of commercial resorts within the area. They are quaint in many respects 
Continued on Page 8



Following Highway 65 to the 
top of Grand Mesa Mountain, the 
motorist travels through beautiful 
groves of green aspens like those 
pictured at the left.. And all along 
the roadside, colorful mountain 
blossoms, such as Colorado Colum
bine— pictured in the photograph 
below —  wild Asters, and many 
other varieties, carpet the breaks 
and deer parks. The traveler will 
also pass through neat, well-kept 
orchards along the lower sections 
of the route. But as he nears the 
top, the orchards and aspen groves 
give way to the tall, stately pines 
and spruces.





Alexander Lake Lodge, pictured above, is one of several hospitable commercial resorts at 
Grand Mesa. These resorts are experinced in supplying vacationing needs of visitors.

More than 260 crystal clear lakes, most of which are well-stocked 
with several varieties of trout, are scattered across the top of 
Grand Mesa. These lakes provide ample opportunity for enthusias
tic disciples of Isaak Walton to engage in their favorite sport.

Camping. . .
Peaceful campsites, maintained high up on the lake-covered mesa 
by the Forest Service, provide scenic headquarters for many vaca
tioning visitors to Grand Mesa. There are also several excellent 
commercial resorts serving visitors to the area.

Scenery. . .
Beautiful in itself . . . with its lakes, trees, and clouds . . . the 10,000- 
foot Grand Mesa country overlooks peaceful green valleys on all 
sides . . .  a perfect setting for a happy vacation.
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Continued from Page 4
—some being constructed entirely 
of logs. Many of them are quite 
old. Whether or not the visitor de
cides to stay at one of these commercial resorts, he will find that he can readily obtain from them information about roads and trails, fishing, and good camp sites.

While in the resort section, no one should fail to visit Lake View Point. This spot is a short walk of less than a quarter mile from the main road. The awe-inspiring view from the Point reveals a closeup of practically the entire southeasterly top of the mountain at one glance—with many lakes peeking up from among the trees. This same spot also affords the visitor a magnificent view of the valley below, spread out just beyond the

edge of the mountain. The Un- compahgre, San Juan, Ragged and many other mountain ranges form a sort of distant backdrop to complete the scene. This view from Lake View Point, in the opinion of many people, compares favorably with any to be seen in the entire United States.
Shortly after leaving the vicinity of Lake View Point, the road begins to descend the other side of 

Grand Mesa. This entire section 
is well above and overlooking the 
valley through which the Colorado 
River flows. Standing on the brow 
of this side of the mountain, look
ing out over the valley . . . over 
the Rook Cliffs beyond . . . the 
traveler can see far into the State 
of Utah.

Continuing to the north and downward, many more of the lakes come into view and always with either the Rook Cliffs or a projection of Grand Mesa as a sort of background to the scene. Eventually Highway 65 leads you to the little town of Mesa. From there on the traveler drives over a paved road down easy grades along Plateau Creek Canyon to the junction with U. S. Highways 6 and 24 and the Colorado River, about 7 miles north of the town of Palisade.
For the more venturesome, still 

another road to Grand Mesa may 
have its appeal. This road is 
known as the Lands End High
way. It connects with U. S. Highway 50 near the town of White- water and winds through numer-

Island Lake, pictured below in the foreground, is one of the many lakes that peek up at 
the admiring visitor who looks out across the broad mountain top from Lake View Point.
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Altogether there are more than 260 sparkling mountain lakes scattered across the top ct 
Grand Mesa mountain. Well-stocked with trout, these lakes provide a fisherman's hec en

ous foothills and small valleys to the very base of the southwest corner of Grand Mesa. From that point it literally climbs up the face of the mountain, through a series of switch-backs, to the rim. The scenic views from this road compare in every way with those seen from Highway 65. Many travelers like this route best—perhaps it depends on a person’s preference— but it is hard to believe that any beautiful view is better or worse than another. Along the rim of this route, there are many panoramic vistas in the vicinity of the Shelter House. The Lands End Highway continues easterly and 
northerly from the rim and passes 
pretty well over the central por
tion of the western arm of the 
Mesa until it joins Highway 65 
near the Delta-Mesa County line.

Persons traveling any of the 
routes described should be sure to 
have a full tank of gasoline when 
they leave the main highways, as 
there are few filling stations along 
the back roads. It is also a good 
idea for the visitor to the area to 
take with him a set of tire chains. 
Mountain rainstorms can make

even gravel roads quite slippery in short order.
Whatever route the vacation- bound traveler chooses, he will find at the top of this lake-studded plateau ample reward for his journey. Here, high up in the clear mountain air, he may pitch his camp beside a rushing trout stream . . .  or at the edge of a crystal-clear lake where he can row out for a try at the big ones. He may hike or ride horseback along miles of trails and never see all the wonderful sights there are to see. If he is a photography enthusiast, there are limitless possibilities for fin,e pictures. And regardless of how often he looks about him, he cannot cease to marvel at the incomparable works of nature on every side.
During the summer months, fishing is probably the most popular activity in the region. Almost all of the more than 260 lakes on the broad Grand Mesa plateau are well-stocked with several varieties of trout. Lured by these trout-filled lakes, fishermen from all over the nation visit Grand Mesa each year. Very few of them leave disappointed.
While many of the visitors to 

the area prefer to camp out in the

open, comfortable lodging . good food can be obtained at any of several excellent commercial resorts. Most of these resorts have been serving visitors to Grand Mesa for a number of years and are experienced in furnishing the fishing and vacationing necessities of their guests. Their rates are reasonable and vary according to the accomodations provided. For those who prefer to camp out, campgrounds are maintained by the Forest Service.Although records indicate that nearly 100,000 people visit the various sections of Grand Mesa each year, the region is still practically unknown to many, and even those on the eastern slopes of the Rockies hardly know of its existence. But to those who have visited it, it is a treasure land of scenery, fishing, and ideal vacation pleasures. Yes, it is truly the place —“Where Mother Nature Spends The Summer.”

CREDITS— The photographs and material used in the preparation of the article about Grand Mrs Colorado, were provided by a r dent of the area who writes u. cL the name of Art Grimes.
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DENVER

Products Pipeline 

To be Extended 

To Denver, Colo.

LA JU N TA  TERMINAL

Plans have recently been completed to 
extend the Colorado Products Pipeline— 
now in  operation from  the Texas P anhan
dle to La Junta, Colorado— on to Denver, 
Colorado. The products line is owned joint
ly by the Shamrock Oil and Gas Corpora
tion and the Phillips Petroleum  Company. 
Shamrock, however, w ill construct and 
operate its own term inal facilities at Den
ver.

W hen the extension is complete, the

products line w ill be increased from its 
present length of approxim ately 160 miles 
to a total length of approxim ately 310 
miles. Like the present line, the extension 
will have an in ternal diam eter of 6 inches.

The proposed extension to the line is ex
pected to be completed about Jan. 1, 1951.

Shamrock plans to begin construction of 
its Denver term inal facilities w ith in  the 
next few weeks. A location has already 
been selected a t the northeast edge of the
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city on East 56th Street, adjacent to H igh
way 6. The term inal facilities w ill consist 
of office, residence for m anager, warehouse, 
truck loading facilities, and bulk storage 
tanks.

The Colorado Products Pipeline now 
transports propane, butane, th ree grades of 
motor fuel, diesel fuel, and distillate to 
term inal facilities a t La Junta. These same 
products w ill be transported through the 
line to Denver w hen the extension is com
pleted. Shamrock now serves the Denver 
area by tank cars and transport trucks.

The various products are transported 
through the line in such a m anner th a t 
those liquids w hich have any tendency to 
mix together do not follow each other. By 
this arrangem ent of liquids in such a way 
th a t there  is no m ixing, a continuous flow

Me K e e
PLANT

DUMAS

of products can be m aintained through the 
line at all times. Power to propel the pro
ducts through the line is now supplied by 
a pum p station near Shamrock’s McKee 
Plants in the Texas Panhandle. The pump 
station supplies the force to transport the 
liquids to the La Junta term inal. After com
pletion of the extension of the line to Den
ver, another pum p station will be installed 
at La Junta  to pump the products the addi
tional 150 miles.

In  addition to liquid products transport
ed pipeline, a complete supply of Sham
rock oils and greases w ill also be available 
at the Denver term inal.

Completion of the products line into Den
ver will serve to increase the efficiency of 
the com pany’s m arketing and distribution 
operations in  the Colorado territory.

DH1
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N ew  ShamrocHB0Ciji
DEALERS & DISTRIBUTORS YOU GET

Shamrock welcomes the following 
firms who have recently joined the 
growing list of Shamrock Distributors 
and Dealers.

UNGER SERVICE
10th & San Juan

La Junta, Colorado J.  F. Unger

RINGER OIL COMPANY
2nd & Bent Ave. Las Anim as, Colorado 

F. S. and Dale Ringer

CATLIN SERVICE STATION
M anzanola, Co lorado  Dick E. Catlin

BERRY'S SUPER SERVICE
Rocky Ford, Co lorado  Harold Berry

CHRISTIANSEN & STAFFORD
Ulysses, Kansas

C a rl Christianson — V irg il Stafford

PINE COURTS & STATION
Route 3 — Clovis, New Mexico 

M. W. Reeves

JO HN 'S STATION & COURTS
Fort Sumner, New Mexico 

Route 1—H ighw ay 60 John B. W illiam s

CARPENTER & HILL
901 Harrison, Am arillo , Texas 

C. A. Carpenter — Eugene Hill

FARMERS SUPPLIES &CONSUMERS 
ASSOCIATION

Dependable Lubrication
from SHAMROCK OILS and GREASES

Clau de, Texas W. T. McLaren

CUNNINGHAM SHAMROCK SERVICE
1704 East Broadw ay 

Lubbock, Texas S. M. Cunningham

PETE WILLIAMS GRO. & STATION
Lakeview Route Memphis, Texas

RITTER STATION
Memphis, Texas Raymond Ritter

W OODROW  W. SMITH
Sunray, Texas

"D edicated to the Progress 
of the G reat Southwest"
C. R. BOWEN. Editor 

MARVIN GWINN. Associate Editor 
Published the fifteenth of each month 

At Amarillo. Texas, by the 
Advertising Dept, of

THE SHAMROCK OIL AND GAS CORPORATION
Member of 

Society of Associated 
Industrial Editors 

and
International Council 
of Industrial Editors

P R I N T E D  B Y  T H E

S T A N D A R D  P R I N T I N G  C O M P A N Y

A M A R I L L O .  T E X A S

-3®.. u e S jg S F

A  Lubricant For Every Job!
Whatever your lubrication  needs, whether for motor 

vehicles or industrial machines, Shamrock offers the oils and 
greases you need to get the job done RIGHT!

Each is designed for a specific purpose— each is made 
to fulfill that purpose dependably and economically.

/ f o w m ,

v(nf?taMg

Shamrock Penn Motor Oil 

Shamrock Motor Oil 

Shamrock I—ID Motor Oil 

Shamrock Eko-Lub Motor Oil 

Shamrock Industrial Oils 

Shamrock Greases

THE SHAMROCK OIL AND G A S  CORPORATION
A M A R I L L O .  T E X A S

____________________________________
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